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UNIT – 1 

THE ORIGINS AND DEVELOPMENT OF LANGUAGE 

The origin of language and its evolutionary emergence in the human species have 

been subjects of speculation for several centuries. The topic is difficult to study because of 

the lack of direct evidence. Consequently, scholars wishing to study the origins of language 

must draw inferences from other kinds of evidence such as the fossil record, archaeological 

evidence, contemporary language diversity, studies of language acquisition and comparisons 

between human language and systems of communication existing among animals 

(particularly other primates). Many argue that the origins of language probably relate closely 

to the origins of modern human behaviour, but there is little agreement about the implications 

and directionality of this connection. 

This shortage of empirical evidence has led many scholars to regard the entire topic as 

unsuitable for serious study. In 1866, the Linguistic Society of Paris banned any existing or 

future debates on the subject, a prohibition which remained influential across much of the 

Western world until late in the twentieth century. Today, there are various hypotheses about 

how, why, when, and where language might have emerged. Despite this, there is scarcely 

more agreement today than a hundred years ago, when Charles Darwin's theory of evolution 

by natural selection provoked a rash of armchair speculation on the topic. Since the early 

1990s, however, a number of linguists, archaeologists, psychologists, anthropologists, and 

others have attempted to address with new methods what some consider one of the hardest 

problems in science. 

Five Theories on the Origins of Language: 

1. The Bow-Wow Theory 

According to this theory, language began when our ancestors started imitating the natural 

sounds around them. The first speech was onomatopoeic—marked by echoic words such as 

moo, meow, splash, cuckoo, and bang.  

What's wrong with this theory? 

Relatively few words are onomatopoeic, and these words vary from one language to 

another. For instance, a dog's bark is heard as au au in Brazil, ham ham in Albania, and wang, 



wang in China. In addition, many onomatopoeic words are of recent origin, and not all are 

derived from natural sounds. 

2. The Ding-Dong Theory 

This theory, favoured by Plato and Pythagoras, maintains that speech arose in response to 

the essential qualities of objects in the environment. The original sounds people made were 

supposedly in harmony with the world around them. 

What's wrong with this theory? 

Apart from some rare instances of sound symbolism, there's no persuasive evidence, in 

any language, of an innate connection between sound and meaning. 

3. The La-La Theory 

The Danish linguist Otto Jespersen suggested that language may have developed from 

sounds associated with love, play, and (especially) song. 

What's wrong with this theory? 

As David Crystal notes in How Language Works (Penguin, 2005), this theory still 

fails to account for "the gap between the emotional and the rational aspects of speech 

expression." 

4. The Pooh-Pooh Theory 

This theory holds that speech began with interjections—spontaneous cries of pain 

("Ouch!"), surprise ("Oh!"), and other emotions ("Yabba dabba do!"). 

What's wrong with this theory? 

No language contains very many interjections, and, Crystal points out, "the clicks, intakes of 

breath, and other noises which are used in this way bear little relationship to the vowels and 

consonants found in phonology." 

5. The Yo-He-Ho Theory 

According to this theory, language evolved from the grunts, groans, and snorts evoked by 

heavy physical labour. 

What's wrong with this theory? 



Though this notion may account for some of the rhythmic features of the language, it doesn't 

go very far in explaining where words come from. 

 

 

Learning Objectives 

Language is a communication system that involves using words and systematic rules 

to organize those words to transmit information from one individual to another. While 

language is a form of communication, not all communication is language. Many species 

communicate with one another through their postures, movements, odors, or vocalizations. 

This communication is crucial for species that need to interact and develop social 

relationships with their conspecifics. However, many people have asserted that it is language 

that makes humans unique among all of the animal species (Corballis & Suddendorf, 2007; 

Tomasello & Rakoczy, 2003). This section will focus on what distinguishes language as a 

special form of communication, how the use of language develops, and how language affects 

the way we think. 

 



Components of Language 

Language, be it spoken, signed, or written, has specific components: a lexicon and 

grammar. Lexicon refers to the words of a given language. Thus, lexicon is a language‘s 

vocabulary. Grammar refers to the set of rules that are used to convey meaning through the 

use of the lexicon (Fernández & Cairns, 2011). For instance, English grammar dictates that 

mWe use semantics and syntax to construct language. Semantics and syntax are part of a 

language‘s grammar. Semantics refers to the process by which we derive meaning from 

morphemes and words. Syntax refers to the way words are organized into sentences 

(Chomsky, 1965; Fernández & Cairns, 2011). 

We apply the rules of grammar to organize the lexicon in novel and creative ways, 

which allow us to communicate information about both concrete and abstract concepts. We 

can talk about our immediate and observable surroundings as well as the surface of unseen 

planets. We can share our innermost thoughts, our plans for the future, and debate the value 

of a college education. We can provide detailed instructions for cooking a meal, fixing a car, 

or building a fire. The flexibility that language provides to relay vastly different types of 

information is a property that makes language so distinct as a mode of communication among 

humans.ost verbs receive an ―-ed‖ at the end to indicate past tense. 

Language Development 

Given the remarkable complexity of a language, one might expect that mastering a 

language would be an especially arduous task; indeed, for those of us trying to learn a second 

language as adults, this might seem to be true. However, young children master language 

very quickly with relative ease. B. F. Skinner (1957) proposed that language is learned 

through reinforcement. Noam Chomsky (1965) criticized this behaviorist approach, asserting 

instead that the mechanisms underlying language acquisition are biologically determined. 

The use of language develops in the absence of formal instruction and appears to follow a 

very similar pattern in children from vastly different cultures and backgrounds. 

 It would seem, therefore, that we are born with a biological predisposition to acquire 

a language (Chomsky, 1965; Fernández & Cairns, 2011). Moreover, it appears that there is a 

critical period for language acquisition, such that this proficiency at acquiring language is 

maximal early in life; generally, as people age, the ease with which they acquire and master 

new languages diminishes (Johnson & Newport, 1989; Lenneberg, 1967; Singleton, 1995). 



Children begin to learn about language from a very early age (Table 1). In fact, it 

appears that this is occurring even before we are born. Newborns show preference for their 

mother‘s voice and appear to be able to discriminate between the language spoken by their 

mother and other languages. Babies are also attuned to the languages being used around them 

and show preferences for videos of faces that are moving in synchrony with the audio of 

spoken language versus videos that do not synchronize with the audio (Blossom & Morgan, 

2006; Pickens, 1994; Spelke & Cortelyou, 1981). 

After the first few months of life, babies enter what is known as the babbling stage, 

during which time they tend to produce single syllables that are repeated over and over. As 

time passes, more variations appear in the syllables that they produce. During this time, it is 

unlikely that the babies are trying to communicate; they are just as likely to babble when they 

are alone as when they are with their caregivers (Fernández & Cairns, 2011). Interestingly, 

babies who are raised in environments in which sign language is used will also begin to show 

babbling in the gestures of their hands during this stage (Petitto, Holowka, Sergio, Levy, & 

Ostry, 2004). 

Generally, a child‘s first word is uttered sometime between the ages of 1 year to 18 

months, and for the next few months, the child will remain in the ―one word‖ stage of 

language development. During this time, children know a number of words, but they only 

produce one-word utterances. The child‘s early vocabulary is limited to familiar objects or 

events, often nouns. Although children in this stage only make one-word utterances, these 

words often carry larger meaning (Fernández & Cairns, 2011). So, for example, a child 

saying ―cookie‖ could be identifying a cookie or asking for a cookie. 

As a child‘s lexicon grows, she begins to utter simple sentences and to acquire new 

vocabulary at a very rapid pace. In addition, children begin to demonstrate a clear 

understanding of the specific rules that apply to their language(s). Even the mistakes that 

children sometimes make provide evidence of just how much they understand about those 

rules. This is sometimes seen in the form of overgeneralization. In this context, 

overgeneralization refers to an extension of a language rule to an exception to the rule. For 

example, in English, it is usually the case that an ―s‖ is added to the end of a word to indicate 

plurality. For example, we speak of one dog versus two dogs. Young children will 

overgeneralize this rule to cases that are exceptions to the ―add an s to the end of the word‖ 



rule and say things like ―those two gooses‖ or ―three mousses.‖ Clearly, the rules of the 

language are understood, even if the exceptions to the rules are still being learned 

Language and Thinking 

When we speak one language, we agree that words are representations of ideas, 

people, places, and events. The given language that children learn is connected to their 

culture and surroundings. But can words themselves shape the way we think about things? 

Psychologists have long investigated the question of whether language shapes thoughts and 

actions, or whether our thoughts and beliefs shape our language. Two researchers, Edward 

Sapir and Benjamin Lee Whorf, began this investigation in the 1940s. They wanted to 

understand how the language habits of a community encourage members of that community 

to interpret language in a particular manner (Sapir, 1941/1964). Sapir and Whorf proposed 

that language determines thought, suggesting, for example, that a person whose community 

language did not have past-tense verbs would be challenged to think about the past (Whorf, 

1956). Researchers have since identified this view as too absolute, pointing out a lack of 

empiricism behind what Sapir and Whorf proposed (Abler, 2013; Boroditsky, 2011; van 

Troyer, 1994). Today, psychologists continue to study and debate the relationship between 

language and thought. 

What Do You Think?: The Meaning of Language 

Think about what you know of other languages; perhaps you even speak multiple 

languages. Imagine for a moment that your closest friend fluently speaks more than one 

language. Do you think that friend thinks differently, depending on which language is being 

spoken? You may know a few words that are not translatable from their original language 

into English. For example, the Portuguese word saudade originated during the 15th century, 

when Portuguese sailors left home to explore the seas and travel to Africa or Asia. Those left 

behind described the emptiness and fondness they felt as saudade (Figure 1). The word came 

to express many meanings, including loss, nostalgia, yearning, warm memories, and hope. 

There is no single word in English that includes all of those emotions in a single description. 

Do words such as saudade indicate that different languages produce different patterns of 

thought in people? What do you think?? 

Photograph A shows a painting of a person leaning against a ledge, slumped sideways over a 

box. Photograph B shows a painting of a person reading by a window. 



 

Figure 1. These two works of art depict saudade. (a) Saudade de Nápoles, which is translated 

into ―missing Naples,‖ was painted by Bertha Worms in 1895. (b) Almeida Júnior painted 

Saudade in 1899. 

Where did language originate from? 

The origin of spoken language has stumped linguistics dating as far back as the 

Twenty-sixth dynasty in Egypt and the first recorded language experiment conducted by a 

Pharaoh named Psammetichus . 

What are the theories of origin of language? 

    The bow-wow theory.  

    The pooh-pooh theory.  

    The ding-dong theory.  

    The yo-he-ho theory.  

    The ta-ta theory.  



    The la-la theory. 

Who proposed Bow Wow theory? 

A bow-wow theory is any of the theories by various scholars, including Jean-Jacques 

Rousseau and Johann Gottfried Herder, on the origins of human language. Bow-wow theories 

suggest that the first human languages developed as onomatopoeia, imitations of natural 

sounds. 

What is language history? 

Historical languages (also known as historic languages) are languages that were 

spoken in a historical period, but that are distinct from their modern form; that is, they are 

forms of languages historically attested to from the past which have evolved into more 

modern forms. 

What is the human language? 

Human language is distinct from all other known animal forms of communication in 

being compositional. Human language allows speakers to express thoughts in sentences 

comprising subjects, verbs and objects—such as 'I kicked the ball'—and recognizing past, 

present and future tenses. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



UNIT-2 

THE ORGANS OF SPEECH 

The various organs which are involved in the production of speech sounds are called 

speech organs (also known as vocal organs). The study of speech organs helps to determine 

the role of each organ in the production of speech sounds. They include the lungs, the vocal 

folds, and most importantly the articulators. 

1. The Lungs 

The airflow is by far the most vital requirement for producing speech sound since all 

speech sounds are made with some movement of air. The lungs provide the energy source for 

the airflow. The lungs are the spongy respiratory organs situated inside the rib cage. They 

expand and contract as we breathe in and out air. The amount of air accumulated inside our 

lungs controls the pressure of the airflow. 

 

The Lungs 

 

 



2. The Larynx & the Vocal Folds 

The larynx is colloquially known as the voice box. It is a box-like small structure 

situated in the front of the throat where there is a protuberance. For this reason, the larynx is 

popularly called the Adam‘s apple. This casing is formed of cartilages and muscles. It 

protects as well as houses the trachea (also known as windpipe, oesophagus, esophagus) and 

the vocal folds (formerly they were called vocal cords). The vocal folds are like a pair of lips 

placed horizontally from front to back. They are joined in the front but can be separated at the 

back. The opening between them is called the glottis. The glottis is considered to be in open 

state when the folds are apart, and when the folds are pressed together the glottis is 

considered to be in close state. 

 

[The Larynx and the Vocal Folds] 

 

 



The opening of the vocal folds takes different positions: 

    Wide Apart: When the folds are wide apart they do not vibrate. The sounds produced in 

such position are called breathed or voiceless sounds. For example: /p/f/θ/s/. 

    Narrow Glottis: If the air is passed through the glottis when it is narrowed then there is an 

audible friction. Such sounds are also voiceless since the vocal folds do not vibrate. For 

example, in English /h/ is a voiceless glottal fricative sound. 

    Tightly Closed: The vocal folds can be firmly pressed together so that the air cannot pass 

between them. Such a position produces a glottal stop / ʔ / (also known as glottal catch, 

glottal plosive). 

    Touched or Nearly Touched: The major role of the vocal folds is that of a vibrator in the 

production of speech. The folds vibrate when these two are touching each other or nearly 

touching. The pressure of the air coming from the lungs makes them vibrate. This vibration 

of the folds produces a musical note called the voice. And sounds produced in such manner 

are called voiced sounds. In English all the vowel sounds and the consonants /v/z/m/n/are 

voiced. 

 

[Four Different States of the Glottis] 

Thus it is clear that the main function of the vocal folds is to convert the air delivered 

by the lungs into audible sound. The opening and closing process of the vocal folds 

manipulates the airflow to control the pitch and the tone of speech sounds. As a result, we 

have different qualities of sounds. 



3. The Articulators 

Articulators transform the sound into intelligible speech. They can be either active or passive. 

They include the pharynx, the teeth, the alveolar ridge behind them, the hard palate, the softer 

velum behind it, the lips, the tongue, and the nose and its cavity. Traditionally the articulators 

are studied with the help of a sliced human head figure like the following: 

 

[The Articulators] 

(i) The Pharynx: The pharynx lies between the mouth and the food passage, that is, just above 

the larynx. It is just about 7cm long in the case of women and 8cm long in the case of men. 

(ii) The Roof of the Mouth: The roof of the mouth is considered as a major speech organ. It is 

divided into three parts: 

a. The Alveolar Ridge/Teeth Ridge: The alveolar ridge is situated immediately after the upper 

front teeth. The sounds which are produced touching this convex part are called alveolar 

sounds. Some alveolar sounds in English include: /t/d/. 

b. The Hard Palate: The hard palate is the concave part of the roof of the mouth. It is situated 

on the middle part of the roof. 

c. The Velum or Soft Palate: The lower part of the roof of the mouth is called the soft palate. 

It could be lowered or raised. When it is lowered, the air stream from the lungs has access to 

the nasal cavity. When it is raised the passage to the nasal cavity is blocked. The sounds 



which are produced touching this area with the back of the tongue are called velar sounds. 

For example: /k/g/. 

(iii) The Lips: The lips also play an important role in the matter of articulation. They can be 

pressed together or brought into contact with the teeth. The consonant sounds which are 

articulated by touching two lips each other are called bilabial sounds. For example, /p/ and /b/ 

are bilabial sounds in English. Whereas, the sounds which are produced with the lip to teeth 

contact are called labiodental sounds. In English, there are two labiodental sounds: /f/ and /v/. 

Another important thing about the lips is that they can take different shapes and positions. 

Therefore, lip-rounding is considered as a major criterion for describing vowel sounds. The 

lips may have the following positions: 

a. Rounded: When we pronounce a vowel, our lips can be rounded, a position where the 

corners of the lips are brought towards each other and the lips are pushed forwards. And the 

resulting vowel from this position is a rounded one. For example, /ə ʊ/. 

b. Spread: The lips can be spread. In this position, the lips are moved away from each other 

(i.e. when we smile). The vowel that we articulate from this position is an unrounded one. For 

example, in English, /i: /is a long vowel with slightly spread lips. 

c. Neutral: Again, the lips can be neutral, a position where the lips are not noticeably rounded 

or spread. And the articulated vowel from this position is referred to as unrounded vowel. For 

example, in English /ɑ: / is a long vowel with neutral lips. 

 

[Vowel Lip Postures] 

(iv) The Teeth: The teeth are also very much helpful in producing various speech sounds. The 

sounds which are made with the tongue touching the teeth are called dental sounds. Some 

examples of dental sounds in English include: /θ/ð/. 

(v) The Tongue: The tongue is divided into four parts: 

a. The tip: It is the extreme end of the tongue. 



b. The blade: It lies opposite to the alveolar ridge. 

c. The front: It lies opposite to the hard palate. 

d. The back: It lies opposite to the soft palate or velum. 

The tongue is responsible for the production of many speech sounds since it can move very 

fast to different places and is also capable of assuming different shapes. The shape and the 

position of the tongue are especially crucial for the production of vowel sounds. Thus when 

we describe the vowel sounds in the context of the function of the tongue, we generally 

consider the following criteria: 

• Tongue Height: It is concerned with the vertical distance between the upper surface of the 

tongue and the hard palate. From this perspective, the vowels can be described as close and 

open. For instance, because of the different distance between the surface of the tongue and 

the roof of the mouth, the vowel /i: /has to be described as a relatively close vowel, whereas 

/æ / has to be described as a relatively open vowel. 

• Tongue Frontness / Backness: It is concerned with the part of the tongue between the front 

and the back, which is raised high. From this point of view, the vowel sounds can be 

classified as front vowels and back vowels. By changing the shape of the tongue we can 

produce vowels in which a different part of the tongue is the highest point. That means a 

vowel having the back of the tongue as the highest point is a back vowel, whereas the one 

having the front of the tongue as the highest point is called a front vowel. For example: 

during the articulation of the vowel / u: / the back of the tongue is raised high, so it‘s a back 

vowel. On the other hand, during the articulation of the vowel / æ / the front of the tongue is 

raised high, therefore, it‘s a front vowel. 

 



 [Position of the Tongue ] 

(vi) The Jaws: Some phoneticians consider the jaws as articulators since we move the lower 

jaw a lot at the time of speaking. But it should be noted that the jaws are not articulators in 

the same way as the others. The main reason is that they are incapable of making contact with 

other articulators by themselves. 

(vii) The Nose and the Nasal Cavity: The nose and its cavity may also be considered as 

speech organs. The sounds which are produced with the nose are called nasal sounds. Some 

nasal sounds in English include: /m/n/ŋ/. 

THE CLASSIFICATION OF SPEECH SOUNDS  

 Introduction  

Every speech sound is either a vowel or a consonant.  

Vowel: is a voiced sound pronounced on an unobstructed flow of air. This means that 

during the articulation of a vowel there is no narrowing of the air passage anywhere in the 

oral cavity sufficient to create turbulence and cause audible friction. As soon as such friction 

comes into play, we no longer talk of a vowel sound but a consonant – a fricative consonant. 

Another difference between vowels and consonants is their role in the syllable. The 

sounds we call vowels are usually the nucleus of the syllable. If we take the English word bet, 

we find it that we have three segments: [b] the onset of the syllable, [e] the syllabic nucleus 

and [t] the coda. The vowel [e] constitutes the peak of prominence of the syllable and is 

bounded on either side by less prominent sounds, the consonants [b] and [t].  

Physiologically, this reduced prominence on either side of the vowel corresponds to a  



narrowing of the vocal tract. First the air is blocked for [b]; then there is a stretch when the  

vocal tract is relatively open, and this is followed by narrowing again, and therefore a 

decrease in sound, as the [t] is pronounced.  

Not all the sounds of a language fit tidily into this pattern. Some sounds are 

consonantal in some respects but vocalics in others. In fact, phoneticians prefer the terms 

contoid (consonantal) and vocoid (vocalic).  

The sound which are a kind of half-way house between vowels and consonants in English are  

the approximants [l, r, j, w] and the nasals [m, n, ŋ].  

The segment [l] is contoid if we considers that the tongue tip is on the alveolar ridge, but  

vocoid if we consider the laterally released air – the air passes down the sides of the tongue,  

which are raised.  

The segment [r] if we consider the proximity of the tongue to the post-alveolar region.  

The nasals are contoid because of the obstruction in the mouth during their articulation, but  

vocoid from the point of view of air passing unobstructed through the nose  

The liquids, [r] and [l] and the nasals are relatively long, they can act like vowels in English  

words and form the syllabic nucleus.  

The consonant [r] has fallen from pronunciation Standard English after vowels, that is, it has  

vocalized or become vocoid and disappeared.  

The classification of vowels  

These figures are intended to show the effective area in the mouth in which the tongue 

can move and change shape in order to produce different vowels.  

The dots represent the highest point of the tongue during the articulation of the vowels.  

I. Open vowel = If the tongue is held away from the roof of the mouth when a certain vowel 

is articulated, so that the effective area of the oral cavity is large.  

Closed vowel = If the tongue is held close to the roof of the mouth.  

We also use the terms half-open and half-closed.  

II. Front vowel = If the front of the tongue is raised towards the roof of the mouth during the  

articulation of a vowel.  

Back vowel = If the back of the tongue is raised.  

There are also central vowels. Vowels pronounced with the centre of the tongue raised. In the  

word further both vowels are central /fᴈ:ᵭə/  

can be located much more precisely if we say that it is slightly more retracted and a little bit  

closer than CV2.  

The classification of consonants  



We know that the relevant distinctions made for vowels are: I the height of the tongue; II the  

part of the tongue which is raised, and, III the position of the lips. As vowels are by nature  

voiced, no reference is made to phonation.  

In the case of consonants, phonation is relevant and, because the air passage is impeded or  

made turbulent at some point, we also refer to this in our description. For consonants,  

therefore, we state:  

I. Whether they are voiced or unvoiced (voiceless)  

II. The place of articulation  

III. The manner of articulation  

 

What are the classification of sounds? 

Phonetics is the study of human sounds and phonology is the classification of the 

sounds within the system of a particular language or languages. Phonetics is divided into 

three types according to the production (articulatory), transmission (acoustic) and perception 

(auditive) of sounds. 

How are vowels classified? 

From the viewpoint of articulatory phonetics, vowels are classified according to the 

position of the tongue and lips and, sometimes, according to whether or not the air is released 

through the nose. A high vowel (such as i in ―machine‖ and u in ―rule‖) is pronounced with 

the tongue arched toward the roof of the mouth. 

What are different types of sounds? 

Sound can be of different types—soft, loud, pleasant, unpleasant, musical, audible 

(can be heard), inaudible (cannot be heard), etc. 

How many vowel sounds are there? 

There are 20 vowel sounds in English. There are 12 pure and 8 vowel glide in 

English. There are five vowels in English. and there are 20 vowel sounds in English. 

What are the four qualities of sound? 

Every sound has qualities. These qualities relate to different aspects of the sound, 

such as the volume or the duration. There are four sound qualities: pitch, duration, intensity 

and timbre. 



UNIT -3 

PHONOLOGY 

Phonology is the study of the patterns of sounds in a language and across languages. 

Put more formally, phonology is the study of the categorical organisation of speech sounds in 

languages; how speech sounds are organised in the mind and used to convey meaning. In this 

section of the website, we will describe the most common phonological processes and 

introduce the concepts of underlying representations for sounds versus what is actually 

produced, the surface form.  

Phonology can be related to many linguistic disciplines, including psycholinguistics, 

cognitive science, sociolinguistics and language acquisition. Principles of phonology can also 

be applied to treatments of speech pathologies and innovations in technology. In terms of 

speech recognition, systems can be designed to translate spoken data into text. In this way, 

computers process the language like our brains do. The same processes that occur in the mind 

of a human when producing and receiving language occur in machines. One example of 

machines decoding language is the popular intelligence system, Siri. 

Phonology vs. Phonetics – the key differences 

Phonology is concerned with the abstract, whereas phonetics is concerned with the 

physical properties of sounds. In phonetics we can see infinite realisations, for example every 

time you say a ‗p‘ it will slightly different than the other times you‘ve said it. However, in 

phonology all productions are the same sound within the language‘s phoneme inventory, 

therefore even though every ‗p‘ is produced slightly different every time, the actual sound is 

the same. This highlights a key difference between phonetic and phonology as even though 

no two ‗p‘s are the same, they represent the same sound in the language.  

Phonemes V. Allophones 

Phonemes are the meaningfully different sound units in a language (the smallest units 

of sound). For example, ‗pat‘ and ‗bat‘ differ in their first phoneme: the ―p‖ and ―b‖. Vowels 

are also phonemes, so ―pat‖ and ―pet‖ differ by a phoneme, too (But phonemes don‘t always 

match up with spelling!). When two words differ by a single phoneme they are known as a 

minimal pair. 



Allophones are different ways to pronounce a phoneme based on its environment in a 

word. For example, the two allophones of /l/ in ―little‖ are actually produced slightly 

differently, and the second one sounds slightly deeper. These different ―l‖s always occur in 

different environments in words, which is known as ―complementary distribution‖. 

 Why do related forms differ? Sane—Sanity. Electric—Electricity/ Atom—Atomic  

o Phonology finds the systematic ways in which the forms differ and explains 

them 

 What is stored in the mind?  

o Phonology studies abstract mental entities, such as structures and processes. 

This contrasts with phonetics, which deals with the actual production and 

acoustics of the sounds of language. 

 What sounds go together?  

o Looks at what sounds/sound combinations are accepted and why. 

 How are sounds organized into syllables?  

o With the use of phonological trees syllables are broken up more easily. 

Syllables are made up of a rhyme and an onset (any consonants before the 

rhyme). The rhyme made up of a nucleus (the vowel sound(s) in the syllable, 

the key component of all syllables) and a coda (any consonants following the 

nucleus). 

 What are the differences between languages?  

o For example, different languages can used different phonemes, or different 

syllable structures (what sounds can go together to make sequences or words) 

and phonology identifies these differences. 

MORPHOLOGY 

In linguistics, morphology is the study of words, how they are formed, and their 

relationship to other words in the same language. It analyses the structure of words and parts 

of words, such as stems, root words, prefixes, and suffixes. Morphology also looks at parts of 

speech, intonation and stress, and the ways context can change a word's pronunciation and 

meaning. Morphology differs from morphological typology, which is the classification of 

languages based on their use of words, and lexicology, which is the study of words and how 

they make up a language's vocabulary. 



 

While words, along with clitics, are generally accepted as being the smallest units of syntax, 

in most languages, if not all, many words can be related to other words by rules that 

collectively describe the grammar for that language. For example, English speakers recognize 

that the words dog and dogs are closely related, differentiated only by the plurality morpheme 

"-s", only found bound to noun phrases. Speakers of English, a fusional language, recognize 

these relations from their innate knowledge of English's rules of word formation. They infer 

intuitively that dog is to dogs as cat is to cats; and, in similar fashion, dog is to dog catcher as 

dish is to dishwasher. By contrast, Classical Chinese has very little morphology, using almost 

exclusively unbound morphemes ("free" morphemes) and depending on word order to 

convey meaning. (Most words in modern Standard Chinese ["Mandarin"], however, are 

compounds and most roots are bound.) These are understood as grammars that represent the 

morphology of the language. The rules understood by a speaker reflect specific patterns or 

regularities in the way words are formed from smaller units in the language they are using, 

and how those smaller units interact in speech. In this way, morphology is the branch of 

linguistics that studies patterns of word formation within and across languages and attempts 

to formulate rules that model the knowledge of the speakers of those languages. 

Phonological and orthographic modifications between a base word and its origin may 

be partial to literacy skills. Studies have indicated that the presence of modification in 

phonology and orthography makes morphologically complex words harder to understand and 

that the absence of modification between a base word and its origin makes morphologically 

complex words easier to understand. Morphologically complex words are easier to 

comprehend when they include a base word. 

Polysynthetic languages, such as Chukchi, have words composed of many 

morphemes. The Chukchi word "təmeyŋəlevtpəγtərkən", for example, meaning "I have a 

fierce headache", is composed of eight morphemes t-ə-meyŋ-ə-levt-pəγt-ə-rkən that may be 

glossed. The morphology of such languages allows for each consonant and vowel to be 

understood as morphemes, while the grammar of the language indicates the usage and 

understanding of each morpheme. 

 



UNIT -4 

SYNTAX 

In linguistics, "syntax" refers to the rules that govern the ways in which words combine to 

form phrases, clauses, and sentences. The term "syntax" comes from the Greek, meaning 

"arrange together." The term is also used to mean the study of the syntactic properties of a 

language. In computer contexts, the term refers to the proper ordering of symbols and codes 

so that the computer can understand what instructions are telling it to do. 

    Syntax is the proper order of words in a phrase or sentence. 

    Syntax is a tool used in writing proper grammatical sentences. 

    Native speakers of a language learn correct syntax without realizing it. 

    The complexity of a writer's or speaker's sentences creates a formal or informal level of 

diction that is presented to its audience.  

Syntax is basically about what word comes before and after another word; in other 

words, it's part of the larger subject of grammar. Syntax is often an issue in poetry, and it's 

usually discussed in connection with diction—that is, the poet's choice of words. So, for 

example, your English professor might point out the syntactic difference between "Whose 

woods these are I think I know" and "I think I know whose woods these are;" whereas if the 

discussion was about diction instead, the question might be about the choice of "woods" 

rather than "land", or "think" rather than "bet". 

Sentences are constructed from phrases or groups of words that have a closer 

relationship to each other than to the words outside the phrase. In the sentence ―My dog is 

playing in the yard‖ there is a closer relationship between the words ―is playing,‖ which 

together form the verb, than between the words ―playing in the,‖ which form only part of the 

verb and part of the phrase indicating the location of the playing. 

The study of syntax also includes the investigation of the relations among sentences 

that are similar, such as ―John saw Mary‖ and ―Mary was seen by John.‖ Syntax received 

much attention after 1957, when the American linguist Noam Chomsky proposed a radically 

new theory of language, transformational grammar. 

 



                                                     SEMENTICS 

Semantics is the linguistic and philosophical study of meaning in language, 

programming languages, formal logics, and semiotics. It is concerned with the relationship 

between signifiers—like words, phrases, signs, and symbols—and what they stand for in 

reality, their denotation. 

In International scientific vocabulary semantics is also called semasiology. The word 

semantics was first used by Michel Bréal, a French philologist. It denotes a range of ideas—

from the popular to the highly technical. It is often used in ordinary language for denoting a 

problem of understanding that comes down to word selection or connotation. This problem of 

understanding has been the subject of many formal enquiries, over a long period of time, 

especially in the field of formal semantics. In linguistics, it is the study of the interpretation of 

signs or symbols used in agents or communities within particular circumstances and contexts. 

Within this view, sounds, facial expressions, body language, and proxemics have semantic 

(meaningful) content, and each comprises several branches of study. In written language, 

things like paragraph structure and punctuation bear semantic content; other forms of 

language bear other semantic content. 

The formal study of semantics intersects with many other fields of inquiry, including 

lexicology, syntax, pragmatics, etymology and others. Independently, semantics is also a 

well-defined field in its own right, often with synthetic properties. In the philosophy of 

language, semantics and reference are closely connected. Further related fields include 

philology, communication, and semiotics. The formal study of semantics can therefore be 

manifold and complex. 

Semantics contrasts with syntax, the study of the combinatorics of units of a language 

(without reference to their meaning), and pragmatics, the study of the relationships between 

the symbols of a language, their meaning, and the users of the language. Semantics as a field 

of study also has significant ties to various representational theories of meaning including 

truth theories of meaning, coherence theories of meaning, and correspondence theories of 

meaning. Each of these is related to the general philosophical study of reality and the 

representation of meaning. In 1960s psychosemantic studies became popular after Osgood's 

massive cross-cultural studies using his semantic differential (SD) method that used 

thousands of nouns and adjective bipolar scales. A specific form of the SD, Projective 

Semantics method uses only most common and neutral nouns that correspond to the 7 groups 



(factors) of adjective-scales most consistently found in cross-cultural studies (Evaluation, 

Potency, Activity as found by Osgood, and Reality, Organization, Complexity, Limitation as 

found in other studies). In this method, seven groups of bipolar adjective scales corresponded 

to seven types of nouns so the method was thought to have the object-scale symmetry (OSS) 

between the scales and nouns for evaluation using these scales. For example, the nouns 

corresponding to the listed 7 factors would be: Beauty, Power, Motion, Life, Work, Chaos, 

Law. Beauty was expected to be assessed unequivocally as ―very good‖ on adjectives of 

Evaluation-related scales, Life as ―very real‖ on Reality-related scales, etc. However, 

deviations in this symmetric and very basic matrix might show underlying biases of two 

types: scales-related bias and objects-related bias. This OSS design meant to increase the 

sensitivity of the SD method to any semantic biases in responses of people within the same 

culture and educational background. 

What Is syntax simple words? 

In linguistics, "syntax" refers to the rules that govern the ways in which words 

combine to form phrases, clauses, and sentences. The term "syntax" comes from the Greek, 

meaning "arrange together." The term is also used to mean the study of the syntactic 

properties of a language. 

What are examples of semantics? 

Examples of Semantics: A toy block could be called a block, a cube, a toy. A child 

could be called a child, kid, boy, girl, son, daughter. The word "run" has many meanings-

physically running, depart or go (I have to run, spent (it has run its course), or even a snag in 

a pair of hose (a run in my hose). 

What are the two types of semantics? 

Linguistics/Semantics. Semantics is the study of meaning. There are two types of 

meaning: conceptual meaning and associative meaning. The conceptual meaning of the word 

sea is something that is large, filled with saltwater, and so on. 

 

 

 

 



UNIT - 5 

LANGUAGE 

A language is a structured system of communication. Language, in a broader sense, is 

the method of communication that involves the use of – particularly human – languages. 

The scientific study of language is called linguistics. Questions concerning the 

philosophy of language, such as whether words can represent experience, have been debated 

at least since Gorgias and Plato in ancient Greece. Thinkers such as Rousseau have argued 

that language originated from emotions while others like Kant have held that it originated 

from rational and logical thought. 20th-century philosophers such as Wittgenstein argued that 

philosophy is really the study of language. Major figures in linguistics include Ferdinand de 

Saussure and Noam Chomsky. 

Estimates of the number of human languages in the world vary between 5,000 and 

7,000. However, any precise estimate depends on the arbitrary distinction (dichotomy) 

between languages and dialect. Natural languages are spoken or signed, but any language can 

be encoded into secondary media using auditory, visual, or tactile stimuli – for example, in 

writing, whistling, signing, or braille. This is because human language is modality-

independent. Depending on philosophical perspectives regarding the definition of language 

and meaning, when used as a general concept, "language" may refer to the cognitive ability to 

learn and use systems of complex communication, or to describe the set of rules that makes 

up these systems, or the set of utterances that can be produced from those rules. All languages 

rely on the process of semiosis to relate signs to particular meanings. Oral, manual and tactile 

languages contain a phonological system that governs how symbols are used to form 

sequences known as words or morphemes, and a syntactic system that governs how words 

and morphemes are combined to form phrases and utterances. 

Human language has the properties of productivity and displacement, and relies 

entirely on social convention and learning. Its complex structure affords a much wider range 

of expressions than any known system of animal communication. Language is thought to 

have originated when early hominins started gradually changing their primate communication 

systems, acquiring the ability to form a theory of other minds and a shared intentionality. 

This development is sometimes thought to have coincided with an increase in brain volume, 

and many linguists see the structures of language as having evolved to serve specific 

communicative and social functions. Language is processed in many different locations in the 



human brain, but especially in Broca's and Wernicke's areas. Humans acquire language 

through social interaction in early childhood, and children generally speak fluently by 

approximately three years old. The use of language is deeply entrenched in human culture. 

Therefore, in addition to its strictly communicative uses, language also has many social and 

cultural uses, such as signifying group identity, social stratification, as well as social 

grooming and entertainment. 

SOCIETY 

A society is a group of individuals involved in persistent social interaction, or a large 

social group sharing the same spatial or social territory, typically subject to the same political 

authority and dominant cultural expectations. Societies are characterized by patterns of 

relationships (social relations) between individuals who share a distinctive culture and 

institutions; a given society may be described as the sum total of such relationships among its 

constituent of members. In the social sciences, a larger society often exhibits stratification or 

dominance patterns in subgroups. 

Societies construct patterns of behaviour by deeming certain actions or speech as 

acceptable or unacceptable. These patterns of behaviour within a given society are known as 

societal norms. Societies, and their norms, undergo gradual and perpetual changes. 

Insofar as it is collaborative, a society can enable its members to benefit in ways that 

would otherwise be difficult on an individual basis; both individual and social (common) 

benefits can thus be distinguished, or in many cases found to overlap. A society can also 

consist of like-minded people governed by their own norms and values within a dominant, 

larger society. This is sometimes referred to as a subculture, a term used extensively within 

criminology. 

More broadly, and especially within structuralist thought, a society may be illustrated 

as an economic, social, industrial or cultural infrastructure, made up of, yet distinct from, a 

varied collection of individuals. In this regard society can mean the objective relationships 

people have with the material world and with other people, rather than "other people" beyond 

the individual and their familiar social environment. 

                   

 



                                          CULTURE 

Culture is an umbrella term which encompasses the social behaviour and norms found 

in human societies, as well as the knowledge, beliefs, arts, laws, customs, capabilities and 

habits of the individuals in these groups. 

Humans acquire culture through the learning processes of enculturation and 

socialization, which is shown by the diversity of cultures across societies. 

A cultural norm codifies acceptable conduct in society; it serves as a guideline for 

behaviour, dress, language, and demeanour in a situation, which serves as a template for 

expectations in a social group. Accepting only a monoculture in a social group can bear risks, 

just as a single species can wither in the face of environmental change, for lack of functional 

responses to the change. Thus in military culture, valour is counted a typical behaviour for an 

individual, as are duty, honour, and loyalty to the social group are counted as virtues or 

functional responses in the continuum of conflict. In the practice of religion, analogous 

attributes can be identified in a social group. 

Anthropology 

Although anthropologists worldwide refer to Tylor's definition of culture, in the 20th 

century "culture" emerged as the central and unifying concept of American anthropology, 

where it most commonly refers to the universal human capacity to classify and encode human 

experiences symbolically, and to communicate symbolically encoded experiences 

socially.[citation needed] American anthropology is organized into four fields, each of which 

plays an important role in research on culture: biological anthropology, linguistic 

anthropology, cultural anthropology, and in the United States, archaeology. The term 

Kulturbrille, or "culture glasses," coined by German American anthropologist Franz Boas, 

refers to the "lenses" through which we see our own countries. Martin Lindstrom asserts that 

Kulturbrille, which allow us to make sense of the culture we inhabit, also "can blind us to 

things outsiders pick up immediately. 

What are the 5 characteristics of language? 

Language is human so it differs from animal communication in several ways. 

Language can have scores of characteristics but the following are the most important ones: 

language is arbitrary, productive, creative, systematic, vocalic, social, non-instinctive and 

conventional. 



What is language simple words? 

languages. A language is all the words used by a group of people, and grammar (the 

rules for making them into sentences). People who speak the same language can understand 

each other; people speaking different languages cannot understand each other. Synonyms: 

tongue and speech. 

What is language and its importance? 

Language is used to inform others, to ask them to do certain things and to express 

feelings, moods, ideas, information, experiences etc. Language undoubtedly has a very 

important social purpose because it is mainly used for linguistic communication. 

What do you mean by culture? 

Culture is the characteristics and knowledge of a particular group of people, 

encompassing language, religion, cuisine, social habits, music and arts. ... The word "culture" 

derives from a French term, which in turn derives from the Latin "colere," which means to 

tend to the earth and grow, or cultivation and nurture. 

Why is the society important? 

Society is important, because society is culture; it is civilization; it is what sets us 

apart from animals. Society was formed to bring about some sort of order and system by 

which human beings should act. Society is what defines the way we live every-day. Society 

has always had it's share of flaws and false standards. 

What is the best definition of culture? 

Culture is a word for the 'way of life' of groups of people, meaning the way they do 

things. ... Excellence of taste in the fine arts and humanities, also known as high culture. An 

integrated pattern of human knowledge, belief, and behaviour. The outlook, attitudes, values, 

morals, goals, and customs shared by a society. 

What are the 7 characteristics of culture? 

Language, symbols, values, and norms are among the important elements of culture. 

Our religious beliefs, customs and traditions, art, as also history, taken together can be 

considered as the cultural elements. 


