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Introduction 
         Alexander Pope is a neo classical poet. He is also a critic and satirist. He is a best known poet and satirist of the English Augustan period. He is one of the most epigrammatic of all the English authors. He shows nature in his poetry in the best possible way. Pope’s physical defects made him an easy target for mockery. Pope often answered them with biting satire. He was an independent writer in an age in which writing was considered as a self sustaining career. He is one of the greatest poets of the eighteenth century. He is remembered for his best known maxims like
“A little learning is a dangerous”
“To err is human, to forgive is divine”

Summary of Pope’s Ode on Solitude
          Pope wrote his “Ode on Solitude” when he was twelve years old. To be in a state of solitude means that one has withdrawn from the world and has taken up a life of seclusion. This is exemplified in Pope’s “Ode on Solitude”. The poem talks about how a life of isolation is still a happy and quiet life. He also says that to maintain this peace one must keep himself secluded from the pesters of world’s problems.
         
 In the first stanza the narrator speaks of a man with simple dreams. He is living off his own land. It is also the land of his father’s. 
          In the second stanza the narrator shows how he is self-sufficient. He gets milk from his own herds. His bread is also from his own field. His dress is supplied by his own flocks of herds. The trees yield him shade in summer. The same trees give him woods for fire in winter to keep himself warm.
         The third stanza states how this life of isolation is good. Because time has no meaning. One is healthy, has few worries and lives peacefully. The poet says that people who lives in isolation
         The fourth stanza reveals recreation and innocence as the result of this life style.
Critical analysis
        The poem satirizes today’s man who runs after money and fame to be successful. In this process he looses his own peace. This affects his mentality as well as his family. The poet hints that happiness is not in becoming successful at the cost of one’s own life.
Conclusion
We cannot think that Pope’s mood would have been affected by the poetasters, which had made him to compose this poem. Because he has written this poem, when he was twelve. But his age was full of unwanted manners and customs at cost of one’s own happiness. Thus he proves himself a best critic too.


