U,’giscuss LyCldas’ gs é'bastoral Elegﬂ
1. Introduction

Lycidasis a pastoral Elegy written by Milton. |t outdista;\ces

 ali the previous English pastora Elegies. The word ‘pastoral’ is

derived from the Greek worg ‘pastor’. The me

is ‘graze’. Hence pastoral pdetry deals with the lives of
shepherds. It speaks about the doings, joys, and sorrows of
the humble dwellers of the countryside. Elegy means a
mouming poem. In a pastoral Elegy the poet mourmns the death
of a fiend. The poet in the guise of a shepherd mourns the
death of another shepherd. Sir Philip Sydney and Edmund

aning of the word

Spenser popularized pastoral poetry in English.

2.” Conventional name

In Lycidas Milton has followed the pastoral tradition. Itis a

- pastoral Elegy. The very name ‘Lycidas’ is the conventional name

for a shepherd. It frequently occurs in the pastoral Elegies of
. Theocritus and Bions. The pastoral machinery has been made
fulluse of by the poet. He speaks of himself as a shepherd. He
~ Speaks of Edward King, another shepherd. Both of them lived .
together and grazed their animals together.

- For we were nursed upon the self-same hill
Fed the same flock, by fountain, shade and rill

Further there are charming descriptions of the beauty of the

B

. COuntryside. This is also in line with the pastoral tradition.
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3. Cammc{eam

v

f;ext Min:on probes into the cause of the da&mofuk%
shepherd. First he quesﬁons‘ the Sfizmm He agg %
what they were doing at the fime O LY% 5
soon he realizes that the nymphs cou{d have done oty
help his friend. Every wind Was questioned by Triton, g4,
winds were not responsible for the death of his friend. Eyen y
powerful goddess Calliope could not save her son OTP?msg-,
death. Even if all the goddesses were present, they coisq
have saved the life of Lycidas. They are also helpless befy

death.

4. Procession of mourners

Another convention of pastoral Elegy is the procession
mourners. Milton also introduces a procession of moumest
his poem. All nature, the woods, the caves, the echoes mor
the death of Lycidas. Canes and St.Peter are the ot
.moumers. Canes represents the Cambridge University. Cae
Is the name of the river on which Cambridge is gmgted T

introduction of St Peter qi -
' gives chance for Mi r
corrupt contemporary chyreh or Milton to attack

Milton ends his Elegy on 5 i ot
Orthodox pastoral Elegjeg ong € of consolation and " |




ocean Lycidas 's not dead in reality. Like the Sun he would rise
again. He would live a happier and modem life iIn some other
region. His living place would be heaven. He wouid be the
quardian angel of the place where he drowned. In future he
would protect all those who sail that area.

Weep no more, woeful shepherds, weep no more
For Lycidas your sorrow is not dead.

8. Conclusion

Inspite of the artificial form of a pastoral poetry. ‘Lycidas’ no

doubt is a successful elegy. It has got almost all the features of
an elegy. It is, in short, a sincere lament.

Y o
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