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Foreword

The term 'Sriramodantam' is composed of the
words 'Srirama' and 'udantam' meaning 'the story
of Srirama'. Sriramodantam is a 'laghukavyam'
(minor poetical composition) that has been in use
as the first text in old Sanskrit curriculum of Kerala
for last five centuries. As per this curriculum the
students were taught this text along with
Amarakosa and Siddharoopam immediately after
they had learnt the Sanskrit alphabets (Varnamala).
This Kavya, which is a highly abridged version of
“Valmiki Ramayana”, was used as a tool to teach
effectively Vibhakti, Sandhi, Samasal, etc to young

pupils.

There will hardly be a Sanskrit knowing person
from Kerala who does not know by-heart at least a
few verses of this work, which begins with the

verse "#qid TR Sacaigdasd SHeaHETE
SiaTeHiRTiad". Though the traditional style of

teaching Sanskrit exists no more in Kerala, the
'balakanda' of Sriramodantam found a place in the
Sanskrit text books prepared by the State board till

! Case endings, conjunction of words and compound of words
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a few decades back. This shows how significant a
role this work had played in imparting basic
lessons of Sanskrit to the young minds.

It is a great pity that the author of Sriramodantam
is unknown. The author, in his inimitable and
simple style, has narrated, in just 200 verses, the
seven kandas of Ramayana that was expounded by
Valmiki in 24000 verses.

Any suggestion for improving this translation is
welcome.
- Translator
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N\ O
| ST |

(Story of Sri Rama)
Y dlAhIUS: ||

The Chapter on Childhood

ﬂ ~ o (3 ﬂ (\. Wl
ARG SfiaTe TR e, 11 2 |

Bowing to Lakshmi’s consort, Vishnu, who has a
mark, Srivatsa, on his chest, I shall relate the story
of Sri Rama, as narrated by Valmiki.

Q0 [2tad: G, Tl =1H J&E: |

Y . e C =\
AT At FHHRUIHEE 1R )

Long ago there was a Rakshasa?> named Ravana
who was the son of sage Visravas. Ravana’s
younger brothers were Kumbhakarna  and
Vibheeshana.

d g =0T T9ET TTETH JaE |

2 . . .
A particular sect of asuras, demonical beings.
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1B T C s A RERECA LR

By their severe penance, they made Brahma appear
before them and asked for desired boons from
Brahma who is affectionate towards his devotees.

TEUl HIIE: ST qget: |
[ e\ AN o .

fridaer=an gl amuTisTulia =9 1%l

Ravana chose not to be killed by anyone except
humans. Kumbhakarna wanted to surpass all devas,
instead asked for constant sleep, by slip of tongue?.

ettt fersupafeh aet HeawmTieaa: |
R AT A, el qaaTeded ;14 1l

Vibheeshana, who was endowed with noble
qualities, asked for devotion to Vishnu. Giving
them these boons, Brahma disappeared.

AU ddl Tl W AT g |
ST oI A &A1 aadd G@H, 11 |

® Kumbhakarna actually desired for fdaeay (surpassing gods), but
ended up asking for &@@H (long sleep) instead.
6
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Ravana then won a battle against the Lord of
riches, Kubera, took from him the city of Lanka and
the Pushpaka* and lived there happily.

AR T TS T |
TR FHI Sg 9 GEAEE o ||
Then, all the Rakshasas who were living in Rasatala®

took refuge in ten-headed Ravana and lived
happily in Lanka.

Haiedl Fagdi aRig & |
T ATEAHE Heieed gad. < |l

Ravana married Mandodari, daughter of Maya, and
begot a son in her called, Meghanada.

@t Tas 99 i | g g |
IR Ha e FER 7 et s
Ravana conquered the earth and Rasatala,

tormented all the worlds and carried away the
beautiful women.

* A divine aerial chariot
> One of the seven lower worlds
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99 e FH &I ereafa @ &: |
AMAST~adl T a1Ed Areaqiead, |l 2o |

Dishonoring the Vedic rituals, Ravana oppressed
the twice-born®. Accompanied by his son, he
defeated Devendra’ in battle.

AT TR FRg: |

Y@ J SEEAMaEE d d: 122

Fetching the wish-yielding trees (from Heaven)
through his servants, Ravana planted them in
Lanka and lived there for a long time.

AaEaRATEEY frard feaiwa: |
NN e

IR & TIUR f=fead e |l

Devas8, then, approached Brahma and related to
him all the misdeeds of Ravana.

C_D .m\\ |

® The Brahmins
’ The chief of the gods
® Gods or deities
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[N e NI\

JoTE = geihat foreman faferet: & 12z

Having heard their woes, Brahma went with devas
to the shores of the ocean of milk? propitiated
Vishnu by various hymns.

anfengag TR 9or=s = Ramed)
FRAeaRTAISRY & |1 S ToiRia New

Then Vishnu, the enemy of Asuras, appeared before
them and asked Brahma why he had come there
with devas.

GRIERIEE R SE S R ECREN

T AT HTaR ENa Fretsman: 112
1S WAHTHIIH 7T I TUIEEE |

T SRR EfersTil e 1 26 I
ATHTRI2T T AT TG |
STE-HH TIET % TauTg 1 2o |l

Then Brahma told Vishnu about the troubles caused
by Ravana. Hearing that, Vishnu cheered up
Brahma and said:

9
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“Enough of the fears, Oh Brahma, go back along
with devas. I will take birth as son of King Dasaratha
and will kill the ten-headed Ravana.”

“Let all devas, through part of their souls!, take
birth as monkeys!! on the earth to help me in
slaying Ravana.”

TR TR, dEaTeagd Wh: |
qErifere] STaToeaH T St 1 2e

Having spoken thus to Brahma, Vishnu disappear-
ed. Brahma gladly went back along with devas.

TSI ZTeRl dTfch ATH STFTH |
Y FIUel EgHw = AT 1 2R I

Devendra created a monkey named Vali, Sun
created Sugreeva and Vayu created Hanuman.

' Puranas describe many such instances where a deva takes birth, with
a specific mission on Earth, out of only a part of his soul; he continues
to exist in Heaven too.

' Vanaras were not ordinary monkeys, but ape-like humanoids.
Especially those Vanaras, who assisted Rama in his battle with Ravana,
were partial incarnations of gods.

10
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NG AT S = 93 |
A = g FATEA T NRe |

Brahma had created Jambavan long ago. Similarly all
other devas created numerous monkeys.

Al T TN IRIISTEd |
TR RRa AT fhRiSRmarsgaE 9 1R I

Vali became the leader of those monkeys and with
all of them inhabited Kishkindhal?.

SRR W FEEIse qIa: |
TETRTENTY SSATEt g &3 Tl IR |

There was a king called Dasaratha who belonged to
the clan of the sun. Though he had three wives, he
had no sons.

dd: GHEEEAIG i | aid: |
A GRS ST |@gURd: 1R

12 An ancient kingdom of the monkeys in South India

11
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Then, on the advice of Sumantra’3, he brought sage
Rishyasringa and got Putrakameshti* conducted
with Rishyasringa as the priest.

NG FHIE IR I 6 |
TR Tl SaaTSareard |: 113 1

From the fire arose a divine being, holding in his
hand a cup of milk porridge and gave it to the king
saying “Feed this to your wives.”

ARSI qdaTE! Telt: TREgeH: |
AT FSATRIIGE AT, 1134 1

He took it and fed his wives the porridge
immediately. As a result, the queens became
pregnant through the king.

qUT FHTSSY RG] TSRS |
SIS, hehdl ¥Td dem 116 ||

In due course, Kausalya gave birth to Ramachandra,
who was a source of joy to virtuous men like Sun
to lotus. Kaikeyi gave birth to Bharata.

® Chief minister of king Dasaratha
" A Yajna (Vedic ritual) conducted with a desire to get a son.
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Il SETUTRTIH GRTSeted ge |

AHNITAT N SATARHATSE fgt: 1Rl

Then, Sumitra gave birth to twins, Lakshmana and
Satrughna. The king got their birth-ceremonies and
other rituals performed by the priests.

aa‘_\l_ c\'\s‘\ P N QE[?H

TR 1 faarg AQuEHRGhR 1R¢

The four princes grew up and were affectionate
with one another. They gained mastery in all
branches of learning.

T TSRETS T ZIRRTITHH 1R )

Then, one day the great sage Viswamitra visited the
king and desiring protection (from the Rakshasas)
of his Yajnas he sought the help of Rama who was
equal to Kartikeya'® in valour.

15 Son of Siva; He was commander-in-chief of devas

13



SHIEH. Story of Sri Rama

TAGTEAIZH SEHUH R~ |
Froggl AT HIHe FL QT e |
As advised by Vasishtha the king, with great

sorrow, entrusted Rama and Lakshmana to
Kausika?e.

A TR Al T IS ae |
TGN = FHATUT AR IGea |: 1132 1l
Taking them with him, he taught them the chants

of Bala and Atibala'? as well as all the divine
astras's.

T FETSl TH: IR Taiied: |

AEHHTIGHT SRTredday 3R

While proceeding along with his brother, Rama, at
the behest of Kausika, killed Tadaka who was
harassing people.

16 Another name for Viswamitra

Y Two chants that prevent hunger and sleep.

® According Hindu Puranas, an astra is a supernatural weapon,
presided over by a specific deity. Use of an astra requires knowledge of
its specific mantra.

14
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dad: RrersH I fiREede T9a: |
AL T FHTGT T TR 1330

Then, Kausika along with Rama reached
Siddhasrama. As the Yajna started the Rakshasas
appeared.

g AdlSBIuT fafedt Ao |
GAEIHEH &l I5f AdSa=g: 11321l

With an astra Rama hurled Maricha’® into the
ocean, killed the Rakshasas led by Subahu and
protected the Yajna of the sage.

N N haY ey
FifRTeh Al THI AT TElg: |
o ~C . .

eI} Frcal GoTT TRIGH 1134

Then, led by Kausika, Rama along with his brother,
after redeeming Ahalya?0 of her curse, went to the
king of Mithila.

ST TH: iR T=ied: |

19 A Rakshasa who was Ravana’s maternal uncle.
20 Wife of the sage Gautama; she turned into a stone due to a curse.
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HieitramTetd s aetae 13& |

There, Rama was received with respect by Janaka?!.
At the behest of Kausika Rama broke the bow of Siva
kept in connection with the marriage of Sita?.

qdl 22 oA fafeT: |
TR HIdT: FHeahl et el

Then, the King of Mithila invited Dasaratha through
his messengers and gave away Sita and her cousins
(in marriage) to Rama and his brothers.

b [ a NN by
dd( Ie[IN T hdlgle: Haldsi: |
N ¢ s haNEN

O] 7T dF FAFRE ATEG: 13¢ 1)

Having married, at the bidding of his elders, Rama
and his brothers returned (to Ayodhya) after being
greatly honoured by Janaka.

< C . PN ﬂ |
it T O S/t 919 Tea: 1311

*! The king of Mithila and father of Sita
?2 King Janaka had made a proclamation that only one, who handled
the bow of Siva, could marry Sita.

16
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After defeating the furious Bhargavarama? who
came to Rama upon hearing about the breaking of
the bow of Siva, Rama returned to Ayodhya.

o Nk ha}

qd: TS FAvTed: W |
AT FIFETEENT TETEGEH, 11 go |

Then Rama, the prince of the Kakutstha clan, who
brought happiness to everyone by his actions, lived
in Ayodhya happily with Sita.

Il 3T ST ASHTS: FHE: I
Thus ends the chapter on childhood of Rama

# An incarnation of Vishnu; son of sage Jamadagni in the clan of sage
Bhrigu; he is also known as Parasu Rama.
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Y STTATHITE: |
The Chapter on Ayodhya

TARHEI I1& ATGSE JaThta: |
St W i JTE GEfead: 12 |

Meanwhile Bharata along with Satrughna went to
the house of his uncle Yudhajit.

qct: SER{cR: Hieh Hesliefea & ¥aid: |
R THE T Halst=aa: IR

Then the king, after consulting with his ministers,
started with joy preparations for coronation of
Rama.

Rl  HES oG aTar |
TEd I << T A =
Her mind being corrupted by Manthara, Kaikeyi

requested the honest king for two boons formerly
promised to her by him.

18
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T THE AT Wae 9 |
T TED Fog AR Fadid: 1L

The king gave her the two vicious boons of Rama’s
remaining in the forest and Bharata’s getting the
kingdom.

Trq_aaa_\\‘\ﬂ o |
SR T T o = F= | WKl

Kaikeyi immediately ordered Rama to go to the
forest. Rama took leave of all the elders and
proceeded to the forest.

78T d feRTd didT SeuTaIgerag: |
Heaed TN 8 TgEggad, 1 |

Seeing him leaving, Sita and Lakshmana followed
him. Leaving their houses at once, all the citizens
(of Ayodhya) also followed Rama.

TR F2T, T, Ferggron, fe3T T |
AR AT TS AR el
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Deceiving the dejected citizens sleeping at night,
Raghava?* departed in a chariot driven by Sumantra.

SO T TR Sy Toa: |
T Fchaeas FRIEEHAE A Nl

Reaching Sringiberapuram on the banks of Ganges,
Rama stayed there for overnight accepting the
hospitality of Guha?.

AN Ffem=aral SaieeHuREgd: |
TRAFIGET A6 Hadi) = AEaH. 1R
Taking leave of the charioteer? Rama, along with

Sita and Lakshmana, crossed the river Ganges in a
boat rowed by Guha.

YEISTH AT df el ol Tkt |
o0 o N

(IIEAE TGN AR STH T GEH 11 2e |

On reaching (the hermitage of) sage Bharadwaja,
Rama paid obeisance to the sage and was

** Rama
2 The chieftain of Nishadas, a tribe of hunters and fishermen
26 Sumantra, the chief minister of king Dasaratha

20
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welcomed by the sage. As advised by him, Rama
lived happily in Chitrakoota?.

AT g AT ITAT G TREES: |
US Faedcqd T faafvad 112

Then Sumantra, grief-stricken, went back to
Ayodhya and told the king all details about Raghava.

< N o [aN
WWW@W@[ |
TATH( fIo5gd 38 &= fad 9@ 1eR

Hearing Sumantra’s words, the king’s mind was
drowned in great sorrow. Crying “Rama, Rama”,
the king left his body and went to heaven.

HiwTuT] ARSI <8 T I |
FAUHTEETHT: Wd Adetedrd, 11 2R |l

At the instance of Vasishtha, the ministers
preserved the body of the king and sent
messengers and brought Bharata from his uncle’s
house.

7 A mountain on the banks of the river Mandakini

21
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TAE] 9 e T FRAR N |
HERIIE, TR AT T&igt: 1123

Hearing of the death of his father from Kaikeyi,
Bharata, along with his younger brother, duly
performed the king’s cremation and funeral
ceremonies.

ST T WL |
T J THATAG AVRETE 1124 1

In spite of persuasion by the ministers, Bharata,
along with the citizens, went to the forest to bring
Rama back.

| T et TH TR |

9T V1d Tl AT fEieds 1126

After reaching Rama who was staying in
Chitrakoota wearing bark and matted hair, Bharata
requested him to rule the kingdom assisted by
Vasishtha and other Brahmins.

22
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TR G e GAETEE O |
TITT UG gl d U Jeaaraad, 1l 2ol

Rama assured Bharata that he would return to the
city after staying in the forest for fourteen years,
gave his sandals and sent him back.

T g T, AT SeHTa: |
AieauH Rdeanal W = 3G, 1l < |
Taking the sandals from Rama with a dejected

heart, Bharata ruled the country living in
Nandigrama.

o] R T Ga=<d |
e dal Hidt JFuT: TWOEE, 11 2R |
Rama then went from the mountain (Chitrakoota) to

the sage Atri and paid respects to him. The sage’s
wife then adorned Sita with her own ornaments.

I g TRl ST ae e |
o1 qUeHNUd HidIeeHurE—a: lIRe |l
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After spending a night in the hermitage (of the
sage Atri), Rama, with Sita and Lakshmana,
entered the Dandaka?8 forest.

Il 3fcl AT STETelHIvE: FHTE: |
Thus ends the Chapter on Ayodhya of Sri Ramodantam.

?® A forest in the Indo-Gangetic Valley
24
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Y ANTYK[TE:

The Chapter of the Forest

aﬁq N O TN Nl aN N O\ l
HENIGSTHIHTH EXeadadid gl 112 I

While travelling in the forest, Rama killed ill-fated
Viradha?® who (after attacking them) was carrying
Rama along with Lakshmana and Sita.

TS o T o el |: |
SferTel Tt 6 GRrRfsa: nx

He then went the hermitage of Sarabhanga,
witnessed his departure to the heaven and vowed
to kill the Rakshasas at the request of sages.

T ITT Gllest = JuRTei giea: |
IFTEHTHH I o FHH TETE: 130

From there Rama went to the sage Suteekshna,
saluted him and was honoured by him. Thereafter

29 A fierce Rakshasa who was an incarnation of a Gandharva

25
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he reached the hermitage of the sage Agastya and
saluted him.

T AT =T U qUirge e
oIl =6 = ©F | Ygal e 1%l
The sage, who was born from a pot, gave Rama the

bow of Lord Vishnu, pair of quivers of Indra and
the arrow and sword of Brahma.

dq: | T FIHE: GHRTHE TG |
dad: NSAaH 2rgd fgagp™. Il

Then Rama went and met Jatayu, a friend of his
father, and entrusted him with the protection of
Sita.

dd: TEES U = ST |
TURTSTHSEATE Hiddn fed: G 11§ |

Then he reached Panchavati®® and lived happily
with Sita, in a leaf-hut built by Lakshmana.

*% A sacred place on the southern bank of the river Godavari

26
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cEREHREEER deENEeal
AR FeHUT 9 I G fFUadd s )

There Rama was once approached by the lustful
Soorpanakha3!. On being rejected by him, she chose
Lakshmana who too rejected her.

THHE dat 99 FHETAT RS |

gete Pl o EIarvgag <l

Thereupon, the lustful rakshasi again chose Rama
who was handsome like Manmatha®? and upon
being rejected again the rakshasi attacked Sita in
anger.

BEHUI Tl ST FiAaUTIe |
1 g Il ST Ehdeadgdd, 1R |l
Then her (Soorpanakha) nose and ears were cut off

by Lakshmana in anger. She went to Janasthana®
and narrated the incidents to Khara34.

*! Step-sister of Ravana

*2God of love

* A part of the forest Dandaka which lies in the basin of Godavari
** Step-brother of Ravana and brother of Soorpanakha

27
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< A . b
AETHTY & Frg) T EgArad |
[a Nl NN ¢ ha

TUTHRNEATar: GHf«ad: |l 2o |l

Upon hearing this, wrathful Khara, along with an
army of Rakshasas led by Dhooshana and Trisira®,
came to kill Raghava.

0T SEHOT Tl (<1 TIASH: |
TR TEIV1 G o SEes: 1122 |l

Immediately entrusting Sita to the care of
Lakshmana, Rama, embodiment of easy valour,
killed Khara along with his followers.

ad: F[AURET Tl S FFHGH T |
ASIETEUTE Il TaATiead: 112R |

Then Soorpanakha, full or sorrow, went to Lanka and
recounted all the happenings to Ravana.

T TauT: Tt &g HeferaaT |
AR UT @eT= aAeiead, || 23 |

* Brothers of Khara
28
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Hearing this Ravana made up his mind to abduct
Sita. Reaching the hermitage of Maricha3¢ Ravana
demanded his help.

w1y T e S s |
1 g o JITTEg HAl FHATE 122 |

Taking the form of a golden deer, he roamed in
front of Sita and she urged her husband to get her
that deer.

fFI<a SeHut Giat Werg Tves: |
I ToEd, i1 U1 gavd RIATR N 124 1
Entrusting Sita to Lakshmana’s care, Rama chased

the deer which was running fast deep into the
forest.

T 9 991 U9 9 [FeTeqHTRed: |
&1 Hid SEHYIE & ST FHESTT, || 28 |l
Rama killed the deer and Maricha assumed his true

form and gave up his life screaming, “Oh Sita, Oh
Lakshmana”?”.

*® The uncle of Ravana
37 Maricha imitated Rama in his cry to mislead Sita

29
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LN e NN

TAGTHRTY JoE SEHUTEA 3|
et <adn: Tl gga eattedes 12wl

Upon being repeatedly pressed by Sita on hearing
this cry, Lakshmana prayed to the Devas for her
safety and went in search of Rama.

G, TR TIUT AT |
Hiat I JEEt IR gefedd: 11 2< |

Taking this opportunity, Ravana, assuming the
form of an ascetic, went to Sita, caught hold of her
and happily took her by air3.

adl SIS AT g A |
STERETEU! AT JUSHEraRIard. 11 22 I

Then, seeing Janaki® being taken away, Jatayu
fought Ravana ferociously with his beak, wings
and nails.

el TregTaie TIaric = 9 |

** In the aerial vehicle named Pushpaka
* Gita, the daughter of King Janaka

30
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TRl TIUT: Hidt TiaRieaetdiead. |IRo |

Ravana maimed him (Jatayu) with his sword
Chandrahasa, felled him on the earth and took Sita
to his palace.

SRNHATRTE T TARTHTH |
EUT TRt 3t fergaist fermal: 12

Having seated Sita in Asoka grove, Ravana bid
Rakshasis40 to take care of her.

Tl THE] AN ANTe3adeRard |
TR §: 81 TURTSHIRTAI, 1RR ||
After slaying Maricha and hearing the happenings

from Lakshmana whom he met on his way back,
Rama returned to the hut grief stricken.

IEET O e [Tl aerea |
TS US| feveraed el &@: 1Ra |l

40
Female demons
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Not seeing Sita in the hut, Rama and Lakshmana,
while searching for Sita in the forest, saw Jatayu,
the king of eagles, with his wings cut off.

ARl STk e Sl 92T = ol
VAT TRl UH: Feh dedighiehdl 1% 1l

Rama heard from him the news of Sita. Later,
when Jatayu died, Rama and Lakshmana cremated
his body and performed the obsequies.

N 0 . L VI o
SMHASHRTE G211 Fdll Tr SEHU: |
G TRNIZ] FAHTUETIER, 11RY |

Later, Lakshmana swiftly cut off the ear and nose
of Ayomukhi*! who insulted him on the way.

TEIA o Feese eit e ~heddr |
o N N N o

g AT o AeE qEg @t IR& |

Rama and Lakshmana cut off the hands of the
demon Kabandha who had grabbed them and then,
cremated his body at his request.

** A Rakshasi who had iron face

32
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F{df\ o ° T[Iii ;ﬁ\ \l
e At g a9 IRl

Assuming divine form he (Kabandha) departed for
Heaven after telling Rama, in order to trace Sita, to
go to Sugreeva, who was in Rishyamooka Mountain.

ad: il TgS8: TEEIeHEEd |

TS YRTAT q2aTd T¥ i U HSEEHTT: 1< |

Then, Rama, comforted (by Kabandha’s words),
went to the hermitage of Sabari. After being

worshipped by her, Rama with Lakshmana
reached Pampa.

\ 3l SHIE STNUIRTE: THE: ||

Thus ends the Chapter on “Forest” of Sri Ramodantam.
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1Y fRfSRearToE: ||
Chapter on Kishkindha

a ﬂ o e N N\ |
e el = gl ol ot FeETeTEd, 112 )
Then, as ordered by Sugreeva, Hanuman came to

Rama and Lakshmana and hearing their story he
brought them to Sugreeva.

Al THE JATed e e : |
T o HRAMEE adi: qraRaE 1R

He, then, told Rama’s story to Sugreeva and made
Rama and Sugreeva form a treaty in front of Fire4.

TRy 38 3= = Eegad 1R 1

Then, Rama vowed, “I will kill Vali “and Sugreeva
promised, “I will trace out Vaidehi*”.

42 It is a tradition to make rituals, pledges, etc in front of sacred fire
seeing it as the Universal witness, the Fire God Agni.
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:ﬂ\ 2'{ haY |
frafeawa 9 ISR 9 da=& ad_ 1k

Then, Sugreeva told Rama the reason for his enmity
with Vali and about the enormity of Vali’s strength.

eeTut gegl: T TIGT SeTaH |
R ST TEeA Ted: 14

Sugreeva immediately showed him the body
(skeleton) of Dundubhi# and Rama kicked it with
his toe to a great distance.

YA SRIAIH T T8 T |

AMelohet (S AT EITgRTEAT 116 I

He then showed seven Sala# trees to Rama who
pierced all of them with a single arrow and thus
removed Sugreeva’s doubt (regarding Rama’s
prowess).

43 Another name of Sita

4 A demon in the form of a very huge buffalo that was demon slain by
Vali; when Sugreeva showed to Rama the skeleton of this demon to
show him how powerful Vali was, Rama kicked it with but a gentle
force, and threw it many miles away.

®A very tall and stately tree; Its botanical name is Shorea Robusta
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SHTSTAIEEEE: HI9g FEUREH s
Having reached Kishkindha along with Rama,

Sugreeva roared with great joy provoking the king
of monkeys.

S| eTohEr Tl TS UETd YR
AT G HEanT: TeageaTs el

Vali came out and heavily injured Sugreeva in the
duel. Wounded all over the body, Sugreeva ran to
Rama.

Faraged THUT §iE G aTiohed |
TR sl el TARaited: 1S 1
Being given an identification mark* by Rama,

Sugreeva, before long, invited Vali to fight again
while Rama stood in hiding.

EHHTS ddl AT AR RaH|

* Rama could not kill Vali since he was not able to distinguish between
Bali and Sugreeva. So, he put a flower garland around the neck of
Sugreeva to distinguish him from Vali.
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[T FHIYCT ST 101 9k GEUH 1 2o |l

Then, wrathful Vali, who was wearing a golden
neck-lace, ignored the advice of Tara4” and fought a
very fierce battle with his brother.

AT ATl THI e =T |

GisTy T fd ST 38 o=l fad a4t 1 |l

Rama hit Vali with an arrow and felled him to the
ground. Recognizing that it was Rama (who had
struck him) Vali left the body and went to Heaven.

QAT G THTE TEE: |
AT SRRISaaedS: 2R |

Rama, who is affectionate towards those who take
refuge in him, consoled Sugreeva who was in
remorse and made him the king of monkeys.

ddl Aiedad: 8 THI SEHUEEA: |
IaTE T HE didioeg: fad: 1121

47 Wife of Vali
37



SHIEH. Story of Sri Rama

Thereafter, Rama lived on the Malyavat* Mountain
along with Lakshmana for four months saddened
by the separation of Sita.

Y T FIeaTd SEHTT FTeTH |
A T T S THSH@N TN, 11 2% 1

Then, as directed by Rama, Lakshmana brought
Sugreeva along with the monkeys led by leaders
like Hanuman (to Malyavat).

Tl Ted T e aedH, |
g, HIATHE R FagsEid 124l

Sugreeva met Rama and, at his behest, commanded
the monkeys to search in four directions for Sita.

! & TN el THISFHIEHA
e g S dgeica | et ek

Then Rama handed Hanuman a ring to win Sita’s
trust. He took it and went (in search of Sita).

* This is a mountain range in the east coast of India (Eastern Ghats),
that falls in the northern Tamilnadu and southern Andhra Pradesh
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ddl STISHE a0 g ez
T Gt ferfearea: e famsammgae 1 2ol

Searching for Sita, the monkeys led by Hanuman
went southwards and reached the Vindhya
Mountain.

D IRER I SERCE AR BIECRC A
IS G Siehi Siaranal = g2g: 1 2< I

At the lapse of the time allotted to them (to find
Sita) they decided to give up their lives by fasting.
At that moment, they heard the news about Sita
from Sampati®.

dd: MYeGaed ITE=AT: FH: |
d fadarrg st A HiRTad | : 11211
The monkeys lead by Amngada reached the sea

shore. None of them was capable of crossing the
sea.

* Elder brother of Jatayu
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EIPTERIETES] STaag chi: |

A FERIEH AR ETSI: 10 |

Roused by the words of praise about his power by
Jambavan, Hanuman climbed the Mahendra

Mountain.

| 3fcl TG TehTShrThIvE: FHTE: |
Thus ends the Chapter on Kishkindha of Sri Ramodantam.
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Y eqihive: ||
The Chapter on “Exploits of Hanuman”

AT HHSTTH, FeTHS: |
9gd = R et 12 |

Saluting all devas, the son of Vayu® leapt from
Mahendra Mountain to cross the ocean.

| G B GUAmRE 1|
el fafesht e T ST Ferge: 1R
After crossing the Mainaka> Mountain, saluting

Surasa®? and tactfully killing Simhika®, he reached
the other side of the ocean.

CHIBCCRINSEICIRIEERIE I
ettt el feTt R e iz

50 Hanuman is said to be a partial incarnation of the god Vayu

*! A mountain which stands immersed in the ocean.

52 Mother of serpents; she was sent by celestial beings to test Hanuman;
he convinced her of his strength and got her blessings.

5 A giantess who tried to kill Hanuman by swallowing him
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After subduing the deity>* presiding over Lanka,
Hanuman entered the city and while searching for
Sita, saw Ravana asleep at night.

YRIEH deg] fafawaedaea: |
SETRaT~RT et diai Raei ez |: 191

Not seeing Sita there (Ravana’s palace), while
looking for her here and there Hanuman reached
Asoka grove where he saw grieving Sita.

qTed HiFeTed ddSRl: Edd: |
ST T HIGHReas! S HT qehde, 14
Climbing a tree, Hanuman hid himself completely

among its leaves and sat there wondering whether
or not she is Sita.

Y Ao\ 3 (s
U] IS TS AaaTed: |
1 W HHY Jga1 dHarad g |

** A goddess who was cursed by Brahma to become the watch-girl of
the palace-gate tower of Ravana; she was relieved of her curse by
Hanuman.
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Then, Ravana came to Sita love-stricken and
repeatedly implored to her to become his wife.

I TP A T TAW o [+ |
FTHIIATCHT TEUISY & T4 11wl

Sita rejected him saying that she would not become
his wife. Then, Ravana, lustful and angry, went
back to his house.

1A d TEU Gidt SSaw | A6 |
I THE It Sgel IR el

After Ravana left, Hanuman told news about Rama
to wailing Sita and gave her Rama’s ring.

TGS degl o = 3=l gA: |
JSTAIT 231 T & 1 Hred: g 1

Vaidehi took the ring and cried again bitterly and
placed her favorite crest-jewel in Hanuman’'s
hands.

o1 fIw1e Fen S et Yo i |
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gl i ST ST | fafeREt 1 2ol

Hanuman consoled her saying, “Devi! Do not
grieve. Rama would wage battle against Ravana,
slay him and take you back” and left (Asoka grove).

AT TS G DI 9 dd
TN = T T TS 1122 |l

Being a diplomat, Hanuman after due
consideration, destroyed that garden and killed
Akshakumara®> and numerous other Rakshasas in
fight.

ad: 2RI 6 T6: Jaewa: |
TATd TIATR YU ~Fegdd, |1 2R |

Then, Hanuman, who was bound by Indrajit>¢ in
battle, apprised Ravana of Rama’s valour.

EGIASNS: € d SEHRGA: |
T TR TR SR T, 1123 11

5% Younger son of Ravana born to Mandodari
56 He who had defeated Indra, the chief of devas
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With his tail set on fire by the Rakshasas, Hanuman
burnt whole Lanka and crossing the ocean joined
the monkeys.

| I TR ATk AT FiH |

ferae e e g2 IS0 = a9, 1 2% I

Accompanied by the monkeys, Hanuman went to
Rama, narrated all his deeds (in Lanka) and gave
Rama Sita’s crest-jewel.

Il Zfe S Grathioe: THTE: |
Thus ends the Chapter on “Exploits of Hanuman”
Of Sri Ramodantam
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Y Fghlve: ||
The Chapter on “Battle”

o N o \ X\
TS : FHIITON: FET: €E |
o0 L9

el el di o9 Jeige: 11211

Thereafter, Rama departed along with countless
batches of monkeys led by Sugreeva and reached
the shores of the ocean.

AT RIS ST &kl THHIN |
SETA SN W THISRAE: 1R
Then, Vibheeshana, expelled by his brother,

approached Rama and was crowned as the king of
Lanka by Rama, the destroyer of enemies.

SHAN: LTI = T e @: |
FRAAT o Tl G T qEaq 13 1

Shown the way to cross the ocean by Varuna®’,
Rama got the bridge built through Nala% and

57 The lord of oceans
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passing through that bridge, reached Suwvela
Mountain (in Lanka).

qdl TeafieeT: TiSHean: ST |
&6Y: Fadl SEI JEAOEOE: 12|

As per the direction of Rama, the monkeys led by
Neela laid siege to Lanka from all directions,
holding trees and stones in their hands.

U fedie TRt g e
TR &l g [aefaermT: Iy |l

The monkeys, who were like lions in valor, roared
after killing in battle the Rakshasas led by Prahasta
as they came out as ordered by Ravana.

TG 2] ST q ToaEHuT |

EAET g T8, STETHIUHAT: W& |

Highly courageous Sugreeva, Hanuman, Rama and
Lakshmana, killed numerous Rakshasas in the
battle.

5 This monkey was the son of Visvakarma, the architect of devas
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AT JASE T THSEHUT |
o N b

91 AR ARTIRET = s |l

Then, the son of Ravana, in the ensuing battle, tied
Rama and Lakshmana by the Serpent Astra and
they were set free by Garuda, the enemy of
serpents.

TEUNSTY Tl e e Tt |
. 9

FHRUT FaNATR] TH & =GE 9 Nl

Thereafter, Ravana too was defeated by Rama in
the battle. Ravana woke up Kumbhakarna at once
and bid him to kill Rama.

Il AEHEIE e (PRI |
FUTTRIUT THISTY fASTeTe T 3=M, 1R |
Then, in a fierce battle, Rama used the Indra Astra

and killed Kumbhakarna who was devouring
hoards of monkeys.

ddl (U8l dareaah e |
EHSIERAT d fe=t T 1 ze |
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Then, Devantaka and Narantaka®®, sent by Ravana,
were killed by Hanuman and Angada in the peak
hour of battle.

TSR THTGE dle1H |
g HETHRY SEHUEISTI=BL: 11 122 1

Then, Lakshmana killed with arrows Atikaya®, a
huge bodied Rakshasa, who, coming in a chariot,
wreaked havoc on the army.

ddt QU leag: Zrehfotd, Teat 101 |
TR = i agl IEGISTI=a: 112

Then, Indrajit, under the orders of Ravana, tied®
Rama and Lakshmana using the Brahma Astra in
the battle and killed the monkeys with arrows.

N SAiFadl 1T el Feraaad |

TG EATE=TEST Y TER &: 123 1

%9 Sons of Ravana born to a Gandharva woman; Gandharva is a class of
demigods regarded as the singers or musicians of devas.

60 Son of Ravana born to a Rakshasi called Dhanyamalini

61 Rama and Lakshmana lay unconscious due to impact of Brahma
Astra. Jambavan, then, advised Hanuman to get the herbs which would
bring them back to life.
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Then, Hanuman went to the mountain of herbs, as
per the advice of Jambavan, and not seeing the
herbs on the mountain, became angry.

TR, o TS TR RRTA: |
A T 3 S Qe siEad, 122 |l
He uprooted and carried back the mountain itself

(to Lanka) and brought back to life Rama and all
others with the smell of the herbs.

EuT: FRETar G Siea s1sfead: |
T, FIRI T &g T Tt 1 2s |

Seeing his city, burnt by the monkeys, Ravana, out
of fury, deputed two sons of Kumbhakarna to kill
Rama and Lakshmana.

AT d= dNeg af Te5aMies |
i TSN e SToRe @ 1 2g |
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Then, seeing the two mighty Rakshasas destroying
the armies, Rama killed Kumbha with arrows and
Sugreeva killed Nikumbha®?.

dd: WUHS o TauiE T=iTedH |
Greded HU IO Tud: 1l el

Then Rama killed with arrows the Khara's son,
who, sent by Ravana and was tormenting the
monkeys with his arrows.

ad: Heagedl Tl JegHH |
AT G T¢ & @ Tuat 11 2< |l
Ravana, with a sorrowful heart, commanded his

son Indrajit, who was unconquerable, to kill
Raghava in battle.

o 0

WA U1 egford |z a: |
Al fafafere qawi a1k 0

Indrajit, the winner of battles, left the city at once
carrying a fake Sita in order to perplex everyone.

62 Kumbha and Nikumbha are the sons of Kumbhakarna
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TN T30 EFHEY 4|
STETE Gl W Bia- fas™: e |l

As the monkeys led by Hanuman watched, Indrajit,
the winner of battles, slew Sita with a sharp sword.

¢, T Ad: FaaiA: 8§ W |
g: Rl Eemieas 9= qHisasTgY 12 1
Then, surrounded by all the monkeys, grieving

Hanuman left the battle field and went quickly to
where Rama was.

SIS TAIETH EHTIRES aaT |
AT RS TH HIZHATT &: I1RR

After going close to Rama, Hanuman told him
entire incidents. Hearing all these Rama collapsed.

fenfisuiis e g 751 U = resad|
EEICEIGNE ELEIRSICeR PR EE S MIEEL]
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At that time, Vibheeshana came there, saw Rama
unconscious and after consoling the grieving
monkeys, told the following words (to Rama).

fore fauTe Evcaed ST & T

o1u] HSTHTEd ATl el TEUHTEEE 1% 1
ST FHdl AT VEEEgd- o |

fere T &1 g g deTgeT fes 1%
SeHUT ISR T TE qHe |

NN

Fid EIH o= YT Hafd gad 1IR& |l

“Oh Lord of the Universe! Give up false sorrow
and listen to my words spoken in your interest and
knowing Indrajit’s mind.

This is only a delusion created by the evil minded
son of the Rakshasa king, who is about to perform a
Homa® now at Nikumbhila®4.

Send today itself Lakshmana and some ministers
along with me (to Nikumbhila), for if the enemy

63 A fire ritual in which oblations are offered to gods by pouring ghee
into the consecrated fire, often performed, for fulfillment of a particular
desire.

64 A particular spot in the forest outside the city of Lanka
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completes the Homa, he will surely become
invincible.”

QA - s

39 TH: G Tedsgd ST |
TS 2MH el TaUTdsi[ @8 IR |l

Rama told Lakshmana, “Go there immediately
along with your friend Vibheeshana and kill the son
of the Rakshasa king.”

SEHUT] el THH STHA Grer{ieuT: |
ferh TSt TTg qut gesfoterst add 1Re

Taking leave of Rama, Lakshmana and Vibheeshana,
hurried to Nikumbhila where Indrajit was camped.

IR WIS THICHT & fendiar: |
SEHUT WA Teassw@Ed: 18 |

Vibheeshana, who was a righteous soul, pointed out
his nephew to Lakshmana who struck the
Rakshasas with heaps of arrows.

Feal PR T T, T umeluT 3 &1
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N o

RNIS=ge Qi SE--gaed £ ze |l

After battling for a long time, Lakshmana, using
the Indra astra, cut off the head of the Ravana’s son
in wrath.

| G T4 Y TE: FHHRC: |
A PN

AT MRS [MeeTgesd: 1132 1l

Hearing about the murder of his son, Ravana
became crestfallen, feeble hearted, his limbs turned
weak and his senses agitated. He lamented (as
follows).

ferelh d Ao Siead = fereim
IEH TRITH EdiHw=ieTd 10T 13R 1l

“Seeing today Indrajit killed in battle, my life has
become a waste and my words devoid of meaning.

& AN ga: FX AT 9T |
TG Yo e a=ial A I Stifead, 133

“O my brave son! Getting killed by a human, who
is an insignificant foot soldier, banished from his
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own country, where have you gone leaving me
alive?

3= o1 g g1 SgE= § ToT)
IFEE AT FIOTR AT 133 1

“Conquering Indra, you forcibly bound him,
brought him to Lanka and held him captive by your
valour.

HI=EHTE S&ll & Qe AR |
dredd o1 A T IQIST Gguae: 134

“Brahma had to pacify you and got the king of devas
released. Where have you, so unassailable, gone
today leaving me?

o TR T & ST 9engT |
T i 9 T a1 d A [ 136 |

“O son! Tell me now. What shall I do? Where shall
I go? Without delay take me also to where you
have gone.

Y TEHT AR ez [UaIsEaed |
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FaTRE Rerd g fda= TS & Wzl

“O son! There is no one equal to you in this world.
I was proud that I am the father of such a son.

TEITE Fdge FRU: ST
e fefea: T TeavgEn 3 113
IR g T FaT, T ST |
TS TS T GEAERd a9 113% 1l

“Valorous Rakshasa leaders like Kumbhakarna,
Dhoomraksha, Vajradamshtra and Prahasta have all
been killed.

“O my son! I didn’t take to heart the loss of all
these great Rakshasas and was not worried as I
relied on your strength.”

T g o {9 |9 g qau: |

e~ 3: W I Tk SR 1o |

After lamenting thus in a prolonged manner,
Ravana overcame his grief and became livid with

anger.
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e Gd TRl o R F6 SR |
T e} g R TR T/ard, 162 |
“O Charioteer! Bring the chariot at once in front of

me who am eager to win. I am proceeding from my
home to slay Rama and Lakshmana.”

T TG 20 ARiYETead |
U T8 T 8, Foh GEEuR. [1%R I

Saying thus, Ravana went in the charioteer-driven
chariot and engaged in a fierce battle with Rama.

Il HTATSS I e, THEEH |
TS T AT eIl F91 Te: 193
Then, Rama, the embodiment of righteousness,

seated in Indra’s chariot brought by Matali, glowed
like the rising Sun.

THER FE, IS <adws, 9 9240 |
AU RIS FRgdi @ 1ge |
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As the assembly of devas watched, Rama, the best
among the virtuous, enraged by the abduction of
Sita, fought a tumultuous battle (with Ravana).

TN I Y01 HIhRUEHHA |
ST THT ST TR o 0T 1194 1|
Then, on the words of counsel by Agastya, the

victorious Rama, using Brahmastra, slew Ravana,
the enemy of all worlds.

Teaiad 4 Yt 3g: e |
5T X0 T FOid 3G 1195 |l

On hearing about the death of her dearest
husband, Mandodari, much afflicted with grief,
went to the battle field and cried like an osprey.

fenfieunisy THUT |fege: T8 TEE: |
RN T&A I YU ITdgW: 1199 |l

As directed by Rama, Vibheeshana and other
rakshasas cremated Ravana, whose life had come to
an end.
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FTerEd didi T dtea giemam)

AleaBl dagras] TTE @R gl

Then, as attested by god Agni, Rama found Sita
very chaste and on the advice of devas, took Sita to
his father®.

q99 Teh FHAHIBIFTIEH
qESEN Fid TH &1 d SEHELERE: 1R

“O Rama! This act of yours, which is fearful to all
beings and which was performed by you for the
sake of Sita, is appropriate indeed. She is Lakshmi
and you are Vishnu.”

N _ e N QQ% oo o\ o :l
HERUTE JATT AT e e |l

Becoming honoured by devas and sages with the
above words, Lakshmana was pleased and Rama
believed it.

65 Dasaratha had come along with devas to watch the battle between
Rama and Ravana
% These are words of the sages and devas to Rama
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fepfraureg et Geaa= IS |
FIATH SeHIET, STFTTe==H, 1142 |l

Then, Rama, who was righteous, honest, generous
and victorious, got the coronation of Vibheeshana
performed by Lakshmana.

o ¢ o

T GEIRHTER TSI TA(d: |
Wt Gfed: et o9 Tem: 1w

Thereafter, Rama, the lord of the Universe,
boarded the Pushpaka along with his wife, brother,
friends and reached.

FrfSpeaTieisan: at: w1 AT B |
HIAgqecIcgsd [T ar: THree, 14z |l

Curious to see Sita, all the female monkeys
residing in Kishkindha entered the Pushpaka
Vimana®’.

T R HHIE W TgiH=adT |
ETSISH S8 T o famia: 14l

67 Aerial chariot named Pushpaka
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Then, Rama, wishing to see Bharata, reached the
hermitage of Bharadwaja (on his way) and was
detained there by the sage.

WA TecTeh TH: TSATHTE HE (4 |
TG TR Hierl 332l Iy |

Then, Rama sent Hanuman to Bharata who, not
seeing Rama, wanted very much to end his by
entering into the fire.

T I Gies 01 G TEEE: |
ez TS faregiad: ue

There, Rama, his brother and friends were received
with due respect by the great sage (Bharadwaja)
who was overcome with joy.

HISY €8 TR WA |
IRt iUl ArghrEniEfead: us |l

Thereafter, Rama went to Bharata, the destroyer of
enemies, entered Ayodhya with him at once and
was greeted by the mothers.
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AT AT STAega sy aifar: |
AT TH T S gl 14l

Then, all the residents of Ayodhya joyfully went to
Rama and told him, “We all feel blessed”.

et T T 79U T R
ST HIGETS el TTgiel 3 1142 1

Just as the Chataka® birds and the peacocks seeing
the clouds or the mothers seeing their babies, all
the citizens felt great joy (upon Rama’s arrival).

31 [\ e NS o o . l

Tl qi=IRTeTs: aaal ared I91 1igo |l

Then, Vasishtha and other priests along with the
ministers joyfully performed Rama’s coronation

just as the eight Vasus performed the coronation of
Indra.

[N ha e ﬂ . 65'3?[9&1'[: |
TYTE G GO 1162 1|

6 Name of a bird which is supposed to live only on rain drops
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During the coronation celebration Sugreeva and
other the monkey chieftains were suitably
honoured with garlands, scents, cloths and
ornaments.

ferfaTsT geRTENeT |iqdn &9 95H.|
qas] a1 & IAT e 1R I

Honoured specially with a pearl garland by Sita,
Hanuman felt as happy as he was by looking at
Sita.

¢ . ﬁ .a X\ l
VEURSET FeraggH: 1831

Kausalya, who was very affectionate towards her
son, adorned all the female monkeys with
ornaments, cloth, sandal and saffron.

HTEENY G Sy GEETegeiTa: |

N e

TRt SR FogTd, HHERETG: 11831

As bid by Rama Sugreeva and all the monkeys left
for Kishkindha, saddened at separation from Rama.
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AR AT S TTHETT: |
ATA: | THUT ST TR 1154 1

Taking permission from Rama, Vibheeshana, who
was very pious and eternally living® and was
instrumental for the victory of Lanka battle, left for
Lanka.

fiq: Frere oo wgh: Efdisee: |
TSRSt QT THT aAq1 foe]: ey 16 |

Rama, the sinless, after ascending the throne of his
father, with his brothers in attendance, shone like
Vishnu in heaven.

N D .

FEHUTIHA THI F1a0ed g gaar|
LTS ST, BRraad &: W&l

With the consent of Lakshmana, Rama gave the
position of crown prince to Bharata, the

immeasurably great and dearer to Rama than his
life.

6 Vibheeshana one among the seven Chiranjeevis i.e. those said to live
forever.
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TANE FETHH: T TEH: |
W AW G T a1 O @9 [15¢

Those four great men, who were the best among
the descendants of Raghu’0, along with their
spouses, shone in their city like moon among stars
in the sky.

| ST HHIG Jehve: THE: |

Thus ends the Chapter on “Battle” of Sri Ramodantam.

70 An renowned ancestor of Rama
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Y ILRIUE: ||
The Chapter on Rama’s later life

T T e Wt Taurg |
SIS THEICTS HSH, 112 |

Rama forsook Sita on account of the scandal by
ignorant people that the king (Rama) took back his
wife who was blemished by Ravana.

Afgfacany aTeHifh: At festsmm |
e G ataETEad e 1R

Then, knowing this, Valmiki brought pregnant Sita
to his hermitage, consoled her and let her live there

happily.

TRT: TFSaey Toee feEmT: |
TIH SAU1 T, AT ad, 113 1
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Then, at the request of the sages and on the orders
of Rama, Satrughna killed Lavanasura’ in a battle
and protected the sages.

TH AT 9l Fical Tt fdeata |
T Tt Qidt T S g8t 12

While Rama was performing a Yajna’?, after
installing a golden statue” in Sita’s place, Valmiki
brought Sita and her sons and turned them over to
Rama.

FEATAT GAsie THUT STRTeHST |
T ST gt fere et & 1w

Being suspected again by Rama, Sita entered the
fissure created by goddess Earth to whom Sita had
prayed.
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7 Grandson of sage Visravas

72 Aswamedha, a horse-sacrifice usually performed by emperors.

” A householder is required to have his wife by his side while
performing a Yajna. In the absence of Sita, Rama seated a golden statue
in her place.
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Then, as bid by Rama, the citizens of Ayodhya and
the monkeys drowned in the holy waters of Sarayu,
left their bodied and went to heaven.
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Then, Bharata and Satrughna obtained their
original form. Rama too left his mortal body and
entered his abode?4.
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This story of Rama is narrated by me, a dim wit.
The virtuous and learned men may -carefully
examine and rectify (where necessary) and accept
this work.
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74 Vaikuntha
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Let the supreme spirit Vishnu, who incarnated as
Dasarathi’>, killed Ravana in battle and protected
the worlds, protect me.

-
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Thus ends the Chapter on “Rama’s later life” of Sri
Ramodantam.
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Thus ends the Sri Ramodantam, the story of Rama.

75 Son of king Dasaratha i.e. Rama
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