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Ballad-Definition

Apoem orsongnarratingastoryinshortstanzas.Traditionalballadsaretypicallyofunknown

authorship,havingbeenpassedonorallyfrom onegenerationtothenext.

Aballadisapoem thattellsastory,usually(butnotalways)infour-linestanzascalledquatrains.

...Inpopularmusic,thewordballadcanalsorefertoaslow,romantic,orsentimentalsong.

Whatisaballadexample?

Theymayeventuallybesettomusic,ortheyremainintheiroriginalforms.However,ingeneral,

whetheraballadisasongorastory,ittendstohavesomesortofmusicalqualitytoit.Oneexample

ofaballadisSamuelTaylorColeridge'sfamous"TheRimeoftheAncientMariner."

Whatarethecharacteristicsofaballad?

Balladsdonothavethesameformalconsistencyassomeotherpoeticforms,butonecanlook

forcertaincharacteristicsthatidentifyaballad,includingthese:

● Simplelanguage....

● Stories....

● Balladstanzas....

● Repetition....

● Dialogue.…

● Third-personobjectivenarration.

Whatisaliteraryballad?

Allaballadis,isastoryaccompaniedbymusic:soaliteraryballadcouldalsobedefinedasa

narrativepoem.Aliteraryballadisapoem thattellsatalewithoutmusic....Inwrittenform,Oscar

Wilde'sTheBalladofReadingGaolisagoodexample.

Howmanylinesareinaballad?

four

Inpoetry,aBalladstanzaisthefour-linestanza,knownasaquatrain,mostoftenfoundinthe

folkballad.Thisform consistsofalternatingfour-andthree-stresslines.Usuallyonlythesecond

andfourthlinesrhyme(inana/b/c/bpattern).

Whatarethetypesofballad?

Threemaintypesofballads:

Thefolkballadthebroadsideballadtheliteraryballad.

Thebroadsideballad-writtenform ofaballad. Murderballadsareabroadsideballad,

toldfrom thekillerspointofview.Simplelanguage.Thewritersfeaturelanguagethatreaderscan

understandeasilywithoutrepeatedreadings.

Howdoyoustartaballadpoem?

Towriteaballad,startbychoosingamemorableeventthatyouwanttowriteaboutorcoming

upwithyourownfictionalstory.Then,writeoutthestorysoit'sbrokenupinto4four-linedstanzas.

Ifyouwanttowriteatraditionalballad,havethefirstandsecondlinesineachstanzarhyme.

ABalladisaform ofverse,oftenanarrativesettomusic.Balladsderivefrom themedieval

Frenchchansonballadéeorballade,whichwereoriginally"dancesongs".Balladswereparticularly

characteristicofthepopularpoetryandsongofBritainandIrelandfrom thelatermedievalperiod



untilthe19thcentury.TheywerewidelyusedacrossEurope,andlaterinAustralia,NorthAfrica,

NorthAmericaandSouthAmerica.Balladsareoften13lineswithanABABBCBCform,consistingof

couplets(twolines)ofrhymedverse,eachof14syllables.Anothercommonform isABABorABCB

repeated,inalternating8and6syllablelines.

Manyballadswerewrittenandsoldassinglesheetbroadsides.Theform wasoftenusedbypoets

andcomposersfrom the18thcenturyonwardstoproducelyricalballads.Inthelater19thcentury,

theterm tookonthemeaningofaslowform ofpopularlovesongandisoftenusedforanylove

song,particularlythesentimentalballadofpoporrockmusic,althoughtheterm isalsoassociated

withtheconceptofastylizedstorytellingsongorpoem,particularlywhenusedasatitleforother

mediasuchasafilm.

EPICDefinition

A long poem,typicallyone derived from ancientoraltradition,narrating thedeedsand

adventuresofheroicorlegendaryfiguresorthepasthistoryofanation.

Whatisthefullmeaningofepic?

Anepicisalongpoem orotherworkofartcelebratingheroicfeats....Epiccanbeusedasan

adjectivetodescribesomethinghistoricallyimportant,lastingandcomplex.Perhapsyourgreat-

grandfatherwasasoldierintheepicstruggleofWorldWarOne.

Anepicpoem,epic,epos,orepopeeisalengthynarrativepoem,ordinarilyinvolvingatime

beyondlivingmemoryinwhichoccurredtheextraordinarydoingsoftheextraordinarymenand

womenwho,indealingswiththegodsorothersuperhumanforces,gaveshapetothemoral

universefortheirdescendants,thepoetandhisaudience,tounderstandthemselvesasapeopleor

nation.

Anothertypeofepicpoetryisepyllion(plural:epyllia),whichisabriefnarrativepoem witha

romanticormythologicaltheme.Theterm,whichmeans"littleepic,"cameintouseinthenineteenth

century.Itrefersprimarilytotheerudite,shorterhexameterpoemsoftheHellenisticperiodandthe

similarworkscomposedatRomefrom theageoftheneoterics;toalesserdegree,theterm

includessomepoemsoftheEnglishRenaissance,particularlythoseinfluencedbyOvid.Themost

famousexampleofclassicalepyllionisperhapsCatullus64.

MockEpic

Mock-heroic,mock-epicorheroi-comicworksare typicallysatiresorparodiesthatmock

commonClassicalstereotypesofheroesandheroicliterature.Typically,mock-heroicworkseither

putafoolintheroleoftheheroorexaggeratetheheroicqualitiestosuchapointthattheybecome

absurd.

History

Historically,themock-heroicstylewaspopularin17th-centuryItaly,andinthepost-Restorationand

AugustanperiodsinGreatBritain.

Theearliestexampleoftheform istheBatrachomyomachiaascribedtoHomerbytheRomansand

parodyinghiswork,butbelievedbymostmodernscholarstobetheworkofananonymouspoetin



thetimeofAlexandertheGreat.[1]

Alongstandingassumptionontheoriginofthemock-heroicinthe17thcenturyisthatepicandthe

pastoralgenreshadbecomeusedupandexhausted,[2]andsotheygotparodicallyreprised.Inthe

17thcenturytheepicgenrewasheavilycriticized,becauseitwasfeltexpressingthetraditional

valuesofthefeudalsociety.

Amongthenew genres,closertothemodernfeelingsandproposingnew ideals,thesatirical

literaturewasparticularlyeffectiveincriticizingtheoldhabitsandvalues.BesidetheSpanish

picaresquenovelsandtheFrenchburlesquenovel,inItalyflourishedthepoemaeroicomico.Inthis

countrythosewhostillwroteepicpoems,followingtherulessetbyTorquatoTassoinhiswork

Discorsidelpoemaeroico(DiscussionsabouttheEpicPoems)andrealizedinhismasterwork,the

Jerusalem Delivered,werefeltasantiquated.Thenewmock-heroicpoem acceptedthesamemetre,

vocabulary,rhetoricoftheepics.However,thenewgenreturnedtheoldepicupsidedownaboutthe

meaning,settingthestoriesinmorefamiliarsituations,toridiculizethetraditionalepics.Inthis

contextwascreatedtheparodyofepicgenre.

Loschernodeglidèi(TheMockeryofGods)byFrancescoBracciolini,printedin1618isoften

regardedasthefirstItalianpoemaeroicomico.

Whatismeantbymockepic?

Mock-epicpoetryreferencesclassicalworksthatusehumorinordertomakeanew point....

Mock-epic(alsoknownasamock-heroic)poetrydrawsheavilyonthetechniqueofsatire,which

meansthatitusesirony,exaggeration,andsarcasm tomockitsoriginalsubject,usuallyinan

undignifiedandgrandiosemanner.

Whatarethefeaturesofmockepic?

ThemainfeaturesofMockepicinclude:

a)Asarcastic(mocking)tone.

b)Theheightenedorelevatedstyleandform oftheseriousepicpoem.

c)Ridiculingatrivialorinconsequentialsubject.

Whatisthepurposeoftheepic?

Themainfunctionofepicpoetrywastoelevatethestatusoftheheroamongtheaudiencesto

inspirethem tobereadytoperform heroicactions.Epicobtainedmostofitsthemesfrom the

exploitsperformedbylegendarycharactersandtheirillustriousancestors.

Dramaticmonologue

A poem intheform ofaspeechornarrativebyanimaginedperson,inwhichthespeaker

inadvertentlyrevealsaspectsoftheircharacterwhiledescribingaparticularsituationorseriesof

events.

Whatisadramaticmonologue?

Dramaticmonologuereferstoatypeofpoetry.Thesepoemsaredramaticinthesensethatthey

haveatheatricalquality;thatis,thepoem ismeanttobereadtoanaudience.Tosaythatthepoem



isamonologuemeansthatthesearethewordsofonesolitaryspeakerwithnodialoguecoming

from anyothercharacters.

Whatisdramaticmonologueexample?

Dramaticmonologue.A poem inwhichanimaginedspeakeraddressesasilentlistener,

usuallynotthereader.ExamplesincludeRobertBrowning's“MyLastDuchess,”T.S.Eliot's“TheLove

SongofJ.

DefinitionofDramaticMonologue

Dramaticmonologuemeansself-conversation,speechortalkswhichincludesinterlocutor

presenteddramatically....However,inliterature,itisapoeticform orapoem thatpresentsthe

speechorconversationofapersoninadramaticmanner.

Whoisthefatherofdramaticmonologue?

RobertBrowning

limerick

/̍lɪm(ə)rɪk/

Ahumorousfive-linepoem witharhymeschemeaabba.

DefinitionofLimerick

Alimerickisapoeticform comprisedofonestanzawithfivelinesandarhymeschemeof

AABBAthatusuallyishumorous....Thefirst,second,andfifthlinesoflimerickexamplesoften

containthreeanapesticfeetwhilethethirdandfourthlinesareshorter,withjusttwoanapesticfeet.

WhatisthemostfamousLimerick?

EdwardLearwrotemanyiconiclimericks.Amongthemostfamousoftheseistheopeningpoem

from ABookofNonsense:TherewasanOldManwithabeard,Whosaid,'ItisjustasIfeared!Two

OwlsandaHen,FourLarksandaWren,Haveallbuilttheirnestsinmybeard!

LyricDefinition

Alyricpoem orverse.

thewordsofapopularsong.

Lyricsarewordsthatmakeupasongusuallyconsistingofversesandchoruses.Thewriterof

lyricsisalyricist.Thewordstoanextendedmusicalcompositionsuchasanoperaare,however,

usuallyknownasa"libretto"andtheirwriter,asa"librettist".Themeaningoflyricscaneitherbe

explicitorimplicit.Some lyrics are abstract,almostunintelligible,and,in such cases,their

explicationemphasizesform,articulation,meter,andsymmetryofexpression.Rapperscanalso

createlyrics(oftenwithavariationofrhymingwords)thataremeanttobespokenrhythmically

ratherthansung.

DefinitionofRhythm

Thewordrhythm isderivedfrom rhythmos(Greek)whichmeans,“measuredmotion.”Rhythm

isaliterarydevicethatdemonstratesthelongandshortpatternsthroughstressedandunstressed

syllables,particularlyinverseform.



ODEDefinition

Alyricpoem,typicallyoneintheform ofanaddresstoaparticularsubject,writteninvariedor

irregularmetre.

Aclassicalpoem ofakindoriginallymeanttobesung.

Whatdoesodemeanslang?

Itmeans“good”or“cool.”Asin:“I'llbetherein10,”Jadentextedme.“Gucci,”Ireplied.Odeor

OD—Inlate'00s,OD(pronouncedoh-dee)usedtomeanreallyorvery,derivedfrom theacronym for

overdose.Nowitretainsthesamemeaning,butthespellinghaschangedtoode.

FunctionofOde

Odeisaform oflyricalpoetry,inwhichpoetsuseacertainmetricalpatternandrhymescheme

toexpresstheirnobleandloftysentimentsinseriousandsometimessatiricaltone.Sincethe

themesofodesareinspiringandlofty,theyhaveuniversalappeal.

Anode(from AncientGreek:ᾠδή,romanized:ōdḗ)isatypeoflyricalstanza.Itisanelaborately

structuredpoem praisingorglorifyinganeventorindividual,describingnatureintellectuallyaswell

asemotionally.Aclassicodeisstructuredinthreemajorparts:thestrophe,theantistrophe,andthe

epode.Differentformssuchasthehomostrophicodeandtheirregularodealsoenter.

Greekodeswereoriginallypoeticpiecesperformedwithmusicalaccompaniment.Astimepassed

on,theygraduallybecameknownaspersonallyricalcompositionswhethersung(withorwithout

musicalinstruments)ormerelyrecited(alwayswithaccompaniment).Theprimaryinstrumentsused

weretheaulosandthelyre(thelatterwasthemostreveredinstrumenttotheancientGreeks).

Therearethreetypicalformsofodes:thePindaric,Horatian,andirregular.Pindaricodesfollowthe

form and style ofPindar.Horatian odes follow conventions ofHorace;the odes ofHorace

deliberatelyimitatedtheGreeklyricistssuchasAlcaeusandAnacreon.Irregularodesuserhyme,but

notthethree-partform ofthePindaricode,northetwo-orfour-linestanzaoftheHoratianode.The

odeisalyricpoem.Itconveysexaltedandinspiredemotions.Itisalyricinanelaborateform,

expressedinalanguagethatisimaginative,dignifiedandsincere.Likethelyric,anodeisofGreek

origin.

ELEGYDefinition

/̍ɛlɪdʒi/

Learntopronounce

(inmodernliterature)apoem ofseriousreflection,typicallyalamentforthedead.

(inGreekandLatinverse)apoem writteninelegiaccouplets,asnotablybyCatullusandPropertius.

Whatisanelegyexample?

One well-known example of an elegy is Thomas Gray's "Elegy Written in a Country

Churchyard."Generally,elegiesservetomournthelossofalovedone;but,theycansometimesbe

aboutdifferenttypesoffeelingsofsadness,ageneralsenseofloss,orevenpraiseorcelebrationof

alife,asopposedtosolelyfocusing...



Whatisthepurposeofanelegy?

Anelegyisasadpoem,usuallywrittentopraiseandexpresssorrow forsomeonewhoisdead.

Althoughaspeechatafuneralisaeulogy,youmightlatercomposeanelegytosomeoneyouhave

lovedandlosttothegrave.Thepurposeofthiskindofpoem istoexpressfeelingsratherthantella

story.

Howmanytypesofelegyarethere?

Elegiesareoftwokinds:

PersonalElegyandImpersonalElegy.

Inapersonalelegythepoetlamentsthedeathofsomeclosefriendorrelative,andinimpersonal

elegyinwhichthepoetgrievesoverhumandestinyoroversomeaspectofcontemporarylifeand

literature.

ElegyinaSentence

● SinceIam notananimallover,IcouldonlysighasAnnsanganelegyforherdeadcat....

● Thecelebratedpoethasbeenchosentowriteanelegyforthepeoplewhodiedinthe

terroristattacks....

Duringthefuneral,Clayplayedaninstrumentalelegyforhisbrother.

Howmanylinesareinanelegy?

Includesomespecificeventsandimagesfrom yourtimewiththatperson.Organizeyourelegy

poem intostanzas.Mostpoemshavethesamenumberoflinesineachstanza.

Forexample,youcanhaveapoem thatconsistsof16lines,whichyouseparateintofourstanzas

withfourlineseach.

Whatismodernelegy?

Formodernandcontemporarypoets,theelegyisapoem thatdealswiththesubjectsofdeathor

mortality,buthasnosetform,meter,orrhymescheme.

Whowrotethefirstelegy?

ThomasGray

ElegyWritteninaCountryChurchyardisapoem byThomasGray,completedin1750andfirst

publishedin1751.Thepoem'soriginsareunknown,butitwaspartlyinspiredbyGray'sthoughts

followingthedeathofthepoetRichardWestin1742.

SONNET

Apoem offourteenlinesusinganyofanumberofformalrhymeschemes,inEnglishtypically

havingtensyllablesperline.

DefinitionofSonnet

Thewordsonnetisderivedfrom theItalianword“sonetto,”whichmeansa“littlesong”orsmalllyric.

Inpoetry,asonnethas14lines,andiswritteniniambicpentameter.Eachlinehas10syllables....

Generally,sonnetsaredividedintodifferentgroupsbasedontherhymeschemetheyfollow.

CommonExamplesofSonnet



“Death be notproud.”—John Donne.“ShallIcompare thee to a summer's day?”—William

Shakespeare.“icarryyourheartwithme(icarryitin/myheart)”—e.e.cummings.

Whatarethe3typesofsonnets?

TheMainTypesofSonnet.IntheEnglish-speakingworld,weusuallyrefertothreediscretetypesof

sonnet:

● ThePetrarchan,

● TheShakespearean,and

● TheSpenserian.

Whatdoesthewordsonnetcomefrom?

Theterm sonnetisderivedfrom theSicilianwordsonetto(from OldProvençalsonetalittlepoem,

from sonsong,from Latinsonusasound).Bythethirteenthcenturyitsignifiedapoem offourteen

linesthatfollowsastrictrhymeschemeandspecificstructure.

Asonnetisapoeticform whichoriginatedattheCourtoftheHolyRomanEmperorFrederick

IIinPalermo,Sicily.The13th-centurypoetandnotaryGiacomodaLentiniiscreditedwiththe

sonnet'sinventionandtheSicilianSchoolofpoetswhosurroundedhim iscreditedwithitsspread.

Theearliestsonnets,however,nolongersurviveintheoriginalSicilianlanguage,butonlyafterbeing

translatedintoTuscandialect.

Theterm sonnetisderivedfrom theItalianwordsonetto(from OldProvençalsonetalittlepoem,

from sonsong,from Latinsonusasound).Bythethirteenthcenturyitsignifiedapoem offourteen

linesthatfollowsastrictrhymeschemeandspecificstructure.Conventionsassociatedwiththe

sonnethaveevolvedoveritshistory.Writersofsonnetsaresometimescalled"sonneteers",although

theterm canbeusedderisively.


