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Introduction:

WaitingforGodotisanew speciesofdrama,differentfrom the

otherplays.Itis queita difficultplayand its meaning cannotbe

explainedeasily.Differerntcriticsinterpretitindifferentways.Theplay

hasawidespreadappealandboththeintellectualsandaveragepersons

havefoundsomethingintheplay.

Pictureofhumanity:

EstragonandVladimir,PozzoandLucky,thefourcharactersinthe

playpresenthumanityatlarge.VladimirandEstragonarethetwoparts

ofapersonorofacommunityseensubjectively.Vladimirrepresentsthe

spiritualpartofapersonwhileEstragonrepresentstheanimalpart.So

alsoLuckyandPozzomakeupapersonseenobjectively.Pozzoand

Luckypresentthesocialsurfaceoflife.Theplayexposestheattempts

ofthehumanbeingstofiddlethroughlife.ThecharacterswaitforGodot

whoneverappearsonthestage.

Pictureofthemeaninglessnessoflife:

Thetwotramps,whilewaitingforGodotkillthetimebydoing

trivialactivities.Theyareboredtotheextentofcomingtoendtheirlives.

Allthisshow thehollownessandinsincerityofsocialintercourse.The

playshowsthatlifeisdevoidofaction.Thetwotrampsaremerelyalive

buttheyarenotlivingintheworld.Likethem mostofthepeopleinthis

worldcontinuetheirlivingdespiteofthemeaninglessness.

Presentation ofpainfulwaiting,ignorance,impotence and



boredom:

EstragonandVladimirwaitendlesslyforGodot.Buttheydonot

know whoorwhatGodotis.Theyareignorantandtheydonotknow

whatwouldhappeniftheystoppedwaiting.Likethistwotrampspeople

intheworldgoonwaitingforsomethingortheotherwithoutgettingit.

ButVladimirhopesifGodotcomes,theywillbesaved.Inspite ofthe

boredom andpain,mostofthepeopleintheworldgothroughlifeby

force of habit and their daily activities are similar to the

meaninglessnessactionofEstragon.

Presentationofsuffering:

Thecharactersonthewhole,intheplaysufferallthrough.They

havenopleasantpasttorecall.Theyundergothepainofsufferingwhile

waiting forGodotendlessly.So,the playportrays suffering as an

inseparablepartoflife.

Themesintermingled:

ThetwotrampswaitforGodotwiththehopethatwhenhecomes

theywillbesaved.ThisexpressestheChristianbeliefofthenextworld.

Somecriticsfeelthatthethemeoftheplayisdisintegrationofhuman

beingsandregressionofman’sintelligence.Someothersareofthe

opinionthattheworldpresentedintheplayisFranceoccupiedbythe

GermansduringthesecondworldWarandtheplayremindstheFrench

Resistanceorganizedbytheundergroundworkers.

Conclution:

The play,“Waiting forGodot”may mean mankind’s waitfor

Messiah.On thewholeitexposesman’stragiccondition.Ithasa

timelessvalidityanduniversality.AsBeckethimselfhassaid‘Waitingfor

Godot’meansdifferentthingstodifferentpeople.Thethemeshavewide

richnessofmeaningandimplicationandtheplayendswithnoteofhope.



CHARACTERSKETCHES

VLADIMIR

Introduction

Vladimirisoneofthetwoimportantcharactersintheplay,‘Waiting

forGodot’.Nothingmaterialhappensintheplay,soVladimirandthe

othertramp,EstragonsimplyidleawaytheirtimewaitingforGodot.

Vladimir’snature:

HeiskindandaffectionatetoEstragon.HecoversEstragonwith

hiscoat inordertoprotecthim from cold.WhenEstragoninsistson

them beingseparated,hedoesnotwanttodoso becauseheknows

thatEstragoncannotdefendhimself.Hedoesnotallowhim togobare

footed.Suchishisconcernforhispartner.

Vladimir’sIntelligence:

Vladimirthinksmoreandismoreintellectualandculturedthan

Estragon.HequoteslatinandhereadsBibleforinstruction.Whenhe

speakshesearcheshismemoryforthecorrectword.Itishewho

gathersthe goodforhimself andEstragon.Hetakeswaitingmore

philosophicallythanhispartner.Ashelivesaccordingtohisrationalist

principles,heseemstobereasonable.HeassuresEstragonthatthey

areintherightplace.

Hisothertraits:

Vladimirisverycompassionate.WhenPozzoplanstosellLuckyinthe

fairhescoldshim forthrowingawayhisoldfaithfulservant.Heprotects

Estragonwhenthereisdanger.Estragonisfearfulbynature.onthe



otherhandVladimirisboldanddefendshisfriendamidstdanger.He

hasawiderviewoftheirsituationandhasaliteralsenseoftime.Heis

alsopatientbynature,arealistandmystic.

Hishelplessness:

ThoughVladimirismentallymorealertthanEstragonhefinds

himselfquitehelplesswhentheyarecompelledtowaitendlesslyfor

Godot.Both the trampsbecome so helplessthattheytryto hang

themselves.

Conclusion:

Estragon cannotdo withoutVladimir’sprotection and Vladimir

cannotdowithoutEstragoneitherbeingcomplimentarynaturestheyare

sodependentoneachotherthattheyhavetostaytogether.

Estragon

Description:

EstragonissmallerthanVladimirinstructure.Heisalsoananti

herolikeVladimir.Estragonisimpatient,impulsiveandweaktoo.

Nature:

Heisoftimidandfearfulnature.Evenlittlesoundmakeshim run

andhidehimself.Ashewasonceapoethehassomepoeticabsurdity

abouthismanures.Estragonbeingacowardthrew himselfintoariver

andwassavedbyVladimir.Estragoncannotdohiswithouthisfriend.He

lackssleepandheisdisturbedbynightmare.

Othertraits:

Estragon’s preoccupation is physical.He is irritable.He often

forgets.Vladimirhastopatientlyremindhim oftheirgoalofwaitingfor

Godot.Heisselfish,obstinateandhasafitofbadtemper.Hehas



spontaneousimaginationandheisattractedbythecolorfulmapsofthe

HolyLandintheBible.Heforgetseventhethingthathappenedinthe

previousday.

ScepticNature:

Estragonisimpatientandtemperamental.Hehasascepticbend

ofmind.HedoubtaboutthecomingofGodot.Herepeatedlyinsistson

goingaway.Heexpresseshisfeelingviolentlyinastronglanguage.

Conclusion:

ThetwotrampsEstragonandVladimiraredistinctindividuals,having

differentcharacters,attitudeand temperaments.Theyrepresentthe

ordealofwaitingwhichisexperiencedbyalmostallhumanbeingsat

one time or the other.These two tramps represent ignorance,

helplessness,impotenceandboredom.EstragonandVladimirhavebeen

comparedtothefamouscomedians,LaurelandHardy.Togetherthey

giverisetoalotofmirthandfunbytheirgestures,actions,movements

andsillyconversations.


