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DAVIDCOPPERFIELD

CHARLESDICKENS

DavidCopperfieldwasoriginallypublishedintwentymonthlyinstallmentsunder
thetitlethepersonalhistory,adventures,experiencedandobservationsofDavid
Copperfield.ItisthemostfavoriteNavelofdickens

Characters

DavidCopperfield–Thenarratorandprotagonistofthenovel

ClaraCopperfield–David'saffectionateandbeautifulmother,

describedasbeinginnocently

ClaraPeggotty–ThefaithfulservantoftheCopperfieldfamilyanda

lifelongcompaniontoDavid-sheiscalledbyhersurnamePeggotty

withinDavid'sfamily,ashergivennameisClara,thesameasDavid's

mother
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BetseyTrotwood–David'seccentricandtemperamentalyetkind-hearted

great-aunt;shebecomeshisguardianafterherunsawayfrom the

MurdstoneandGrinbywarehouseinBlackfriars,London

MrChillip–AshydoctorwhoassistsatDavid'sbirthandfacesthewrath

andangerofBetseyTrotwoodafterheinformsherthatClara'sbabyisa

boyinsteadofagirl.

MrBarkis – An aloofcarterwho declareshis intention to marry

Peggotty.He says to David:"Tellher,'Barkis is willin'!'Justso."

Peggottymarrieshim afterClaraCopperfield'sdeath

EdwardMurdstone–Themainantagonistofthefirsthalfofthenovel,

he is

YoungDavid'scruelstepfatherwhobeatshimforfallingbehindinhisstudies.

JaneMurdstone–MrMurdstone'sequallycruelspinstersister,who

movesintotheCopperfieldhouseshortlyafterMrMurdstonemarriesClara

Copperfield,takingoverthehousekeeping

DanielPeggotty–Peggotty'sbrother;ahumblebutgenerous

YarmouthfishermanwhotakeshisnephewHam andnieceEmilyinto

hiscustodyaftereachofthem hasbeenorphaned.

Outlineofthestory

 ThestoryfollowsthelifeofDavidCopperfieldfrom childhood

tomaturity.DavidwasborninBlunderstone,

 Suffolk,England,sixmonthsafterthedeathofhisfather.

 avidspendshisearlyyearsinrelativehappinesswithhisloving,

childishmotherandtheirkindlyhousekeeper,ClaraPeggotty
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 .Theycallhim Davy.Whenheissevenyearsoldhismothermarries

EdwardMurdstone.Togethim outoftheway,Davidissenttolodge

withPeggotty'sfamilyinYarmouth

 .Herbrother,fisherman MrPeggotty,livesin ahousebuiltin an

upturnedboatonthebeach,withhisadoptedrelativesEmilyandHam,

andanelderlywidow,MrsGummidge.

 "LittleEm'ly"issomewhatspoiledbyherfondfosterfather,andDavidis

inlovewithher.Theycallhim MasterCopperfield.

 Onhisreturn,Davidisgivengoodreasontodislikehisstepfather,who

believesexclusivelyinfirmness,andhassimilarfeelings

forMurdstone'ssisterJane,whomovesintothehousesoonafterwards.

 Betweenthemtheytyrannize

hispoormother,makingherandDavid'slivesmiserable,andwhen,

inconsequence,

 Davidfallsbehindinhisstudies,Murdstoneattemptstothrashhim –

partlytofurtherpainhismother.Davidbiteshim andsoonafterwardsis

sentawayto

SalemHouse,aboardingschool,underaruthlessheadmasternamedMrCrea

kle

 Therehebefriendsanolderboy,JamesSteerforth,andTommyTraddles.

HedevelopsanimpassionedadmirationforSteerforth,perceivinghim as

someonenoble,whocoulddogreatthingsifhewould,andonewho

paysattentiontohim.

 Davidgoeshomefortheholidaystolearnthathismotherhasgiven
birthtoababyboy.ShortlyafterDavidreturnstoSalemHouse,
hismotherandherbabydie,andDavidreturnshomeimmediately.

 Peggottymarriesthelocalcarrier,MrBarkis.MurdstonesendsDavidtoworkfor
awinemerchantinLondon–abusinessofwhichMurdstoneisa
jointowner.
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 .David'slandlord,WilkinsMicawber,isarrestedfordebtandsenttothe
King'sBenchPrison,whereheremainsforseveralmonths,beforebeing
releasedand
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movingtoPlymouth.NooneremainstocareforDavidinLondon,sohe
decidestorunaway,withMicawberadvisinghim toheadtoDover,tofind
hisonlyknownremainingrelative,hiseccentricandkind-heartedgreat-
auntBetseyTrotwood

 ShehadcometoBlunderstoneathisbirth,onlytodepartinireupon
learningthathewasnotagirl.However,shetakespityonhim and
agreestoraisehim,despiteMurdstone'sattempttoregaincustody
ofDavid,

 Onconditionthathealwaystryto'beaslikehissister,BetseyTrotwood'
ashecanbe,meaningthatheistoendeavourtoemulatethe
prospectivenamesakeshewasdisappointednottohave.

 David'sgreat-
auntrenameshim"TrotwoodCopperfield"andaddresseshimas"Trot",
oneofseveralnamesDavidiscalledbyinthenovel.

 David'sauntsendshim toabetterschoolthanthelastheattended.Itis
runbyDrStrong,whosemethodsinculcatehonourandself-reliancein
hispupils.

 Duringterm,DavidlodgeswiththelawyerMrWickfield,andhis
daughterAgnes,whobecomesDavid'sfriendandconfidante.Wickfiel
d'sclerk,UriahHeep,alsolivesatthehouse.

 Bydeviousmeans,UriahHeepgraduallygainsacompleteascendancyoverth
eagingandalcoholicWickfield,toAgnes'sgreatsorrow.

 Heephopes,andmaliciouslyconfidestoDavid,thatheaspiresto
marryAgnes.

 UltimatelywiththeaidofMicawber,whohasbeenemployedby

Heepasasecretary,hisfraudulentbehaviourisrevealed

.Attheendofthebook,Davidencountershim inprison,convicted
ofattemptingtodefraudtheBankofEngland.

 Aftercompletingschool,Davidapprenticestobeaproctor.Duringthis
time,duetoHeep'sfraudulentactivities,hisaunt'sfortunehasdiminished.
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 Davidtoilstomakealiving.Heworksmorningsandeveningsforhis
formerteacherDoctorStrongasasecretary,andalsostartstolearn
shorthand,withthe
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helpofhisoldschool-friendTraddles,uponcompletionreporting
parliamentarydebateforanewspaper.

 With considerable moralsupportfrom Agnes and his own great
diligence and
hardwork,Davidultimatelyfindsfameandfortuneasanauthor,writingfiction.

 David'sromanticbutself-servingschoolfriend,Steerforth,alsore-
acquaintshimselfwithDavid,butthengoesontoseduceanddishonour
Emily,offeringtomarryherofftohismanservantLittimerbefore
desertingherinEurope.

 HeruncleMrPeggottymanagestofindherwiththehelpofMartha,whohad
grownupintheirpartofEngland,andthensettledinLondon.

 Ham,whohadbeenengagedtomarryEmilybeforethetragedy,diesinafierce
storm offthecoastinattemptingtosuccouraship.

 Steerforthwasaboardtheshipandalsodied.MrPeggottytakesEmily
to anew life in Australia,accompanied byMrsGummidge and the
Micawbers,wherealleventuallyfindsecurityandhappiness.

 David,meanwhile,hasfallencompletelyinlovewithDoraSpenlow,
andthenmarriesher.

 TheirmarriageprovestroublesomeforDavid
inthesenseofeverydaypracticalaffairs,butheneverstopslovingher.
Doradiesearlyintheirmarriageafteramiscarriage.

 AfterDora'sdeath,AgnesencouragesDavidtoreturntonormallifeand
hisprofessionofwriting.WhilelivinginSwitzerlandtodispelhisgriefover
somanylosses,DavidrealisesthathelovesAgnes.Uponreturning
toEngland,afterafailedattempttoconcealhisfeelings.

 ,DavidfindsthatAgnesloveshim too.Theyquicklymarryandinthis
marriage,hefindstruehappiness.Davidan

 Agnesthenhaveatleastfivechildren,includingadaughternamedafter
hisgreat-aunt,BetseyTrotwood.


