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CHARACTERS

TOTHELIGHTHOUSE
VIRGINIAWOOLF

Mr.Ramsay-Atragicandself-pitying

philosopherMrs.Ramsay-sheis

warm,beautiful

LilyBriscoe-Amaddleagedwomen

Willam Bankes-Aboyhoodfriendoframsay

AugustusCarmichael-Aftermarriyingagirl,hegoestoindiawherehe

translatedsomepoetry.

CharlesTansley-Heisanatheistandismockedby

everyone.Andrew-Asonoftheramsay

Cam-sheistheyoungest

daughter.Jasper-Aservantof

theramsay

PaulRayleys-Heisknownforsearchinglost

thingsPure-Itisramsaywhohasgivenher

thisnameMildred-Thecookintheramsay

household

Mrs.Macalab–Anoldmaidservantinthesummer

houseMintaDoyle-shemarriespaulRayleys

Macalister-Anoldsailor
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OUTLINESTORY

TotheLighthouseisa1927novelbyVirginiaWoolf.The

novelcentersontheRamsayfamilyandtheirvisitstotheIsleofSkyein

Scotlandbetween1910and1920.

Thebookisdividedintothreesections:

PartI:TheWindow

PartII:TimePasses

PartIII:TheLighthouse

 Inthisfirstsection,Mr.andMrs.Ramsay’srelationshipishighlighted,aswellas

theirdistinctpersonalities,i.e.,Mr.Ramsay’sidiosyncraciesandMrs.

Ramsay’sstruggletocreateharmony.

 OthercharactersareseenlargelyintheirrelationshiptotheRamsays.

 Wearewatchingthefiguresinthisdramaasifthroughawindow.

 Weget“insidetheirheads”asweheartheirthoughtsjustastheyoccur
tothem.

 Thedaypasses.Mr.Ramsaytakeshiswalksandpondershowhecan

pushbeyond“Q”.Mrs.Ramsayfluttersaboutherguests,meeting

theirneeds.

 Shereadsastorytoherson.Thechildrenrompandactmischievously.

 RomanceisintheairasMrs.RamsayencouragesMintaDoyleandPaulRayley

andLilyBriscoeandWilliamBankes.

 Dinnerbecomesanoccasion;theBœufenDaubeispreparedperfectly

andspiritsarehigh,roundedoutwithpoetry,“Andallthelivesweeverlived

andallthelivestobearefulloftreesandchangingleaves.”
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 Thechildrenareputtobed.Mr.andMrs.Ramsaysit,reading,here-

discoveringSirWalterScottshefindingthe“oddsandendsofthedaystuck

tothismagnet”asonnet.

 Thestrengthoftheirfeelingsforeachother,bruisedandscatteredbytheday,

returns.Thereisasenseofcontentment.

 Inthissection,anomniscientnarratordramatizesthehouseoveraperiod
ofyears.

 WelearnthatMrs.Ramsayhaspassedaway,Andrewhas beenkilledin

thewar,andPruehasdiedinchildbirth.

 Theabandonedhouseisghost-like:Naturepredominatesinthissection.

 Thehouseisnowpeopledbythedark,therain,andthewind.Mrs.McNab,the

housekeeper,istheonlycharacterwhoweexperienceinthissection.

 Sheistheweathervane.ShereminiscesaboutMrs.Ramsayandthe

moodofthehouseinformerdays.

 TheLighthouse,thefinalsection,takesplacetenyearsafterthebeginningofth

ebook

 Inthissection,LilyBriscoe,isthecentralpresence.Itisthroughher

struggletocreatemeaningofallthis,thehouse,thefamily,herconfused

perceptions,thatthenovelcomestoclosure

 Lilyhashervisionandcompletesherpictureattheend.Mr.Ramsayis

stillbrusqueanddemanding,buthefinallymanagestoaccompany

JamesandCamtotheLighthouse,evencomplimentingJameson

hissailing.

 Jamesfeelssatisfiedthathehasreachedthelighthouse.Itconformedsomeobs

curefeelingofhisabouthisowncharacterThejourney,representing

perhapslife’sjourney,hasbeenlongandfraughtwithdifficulties,yet

ultimatelysatisfying.
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