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AN OUTLINE SUMMARY OF ACHEBE’S
THINGS FALL APART
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Okonkwo's rise to the position of a respectable clansman in Umuofia

Okonkwo is a wealthy and respected warrior of the Umuofia clan, a
lower Nigerian tribe that is part of a consortium of nine connected villages.
He is haunted by the actions of Unoka, his cowardly and spendthrift father,
who died in disrepute, leaving many village debts unsettled. In response,
Okonkwo becomes a clansman, warrior, farmer, and family provider

extraordinaire. He has a twelve-year-old son named Nwoye whom he finds
lazy; Okonkwo worries that Nwoye will end up a failure like Unoka.

The arrival of Ikemefuna in the household of Okonkwo

In a settlement with a neighboring tribe, Umuofia wins a virgin and a
fifteen-year-old boy. Okonkwo takes charge of the boy, Ikemefuna, and

finds an ideal son in him. Nwoye likewise forms a strong attachment to the
newcomer. Despite his fondness for Ikemefuna and despite the fact that the
boy begins to call him “father,” Okonkwo does not let himself show any
affection for him.

During the Week of Peace, Okonkwo accuses his youngest wife,
Ojiugo, of negligence. He severely beats her, breaking the peace of the
sacred week. He makes some sacrifices to show his repentance, but he has
shocked his community irreparably.

Jkemefuna stays with Okonkwo's family for three years. Nwoye
looks up to him as an older brother and, much to Okonkwo's pleasure,
evelops a more masculine attitude. One day, the locusts come to
muofia—they will come every year for meny& before dtsappearmg
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the bov's death. Okonkwo lis to Ikemefuna, telling j;,
the boy's death. m _Nwoye bursts into tears.

[ 16 Chinua
ake part in
they must return him to his home
The assassination of Ikemefuna

As he walks with the men of U

muofia, Ikemefuna thinks aboyy g, o

22 B Af T walking, some of Okonkwo's clgp. .
his mother. ot . to Okonkwo for help "

i : _ Ikemefuna runs . p.
attack the :“go""h mto look weak in front of his fellow tribe ;

ly
s admonishment. When (}kg&“’

| 4 cuts the boy down despite the Oracle’s adr :
| mh:ymﬂmdrﬁmu that his friend is dead. -

‘Okonkwo’s depression after the murder of Ikemefuna

: i ith leep nor

Okonkwo sinks into a depression, able neither t0 siecp nor ¢
visits his friend Obierika and begins to feel revived a bit. Okonj,
daughter Ezinma falls ill, but she recovers after Okonkwo gathers leaye, iy

The tragedy that overtakes Okonkwo during the funeral of Ezeudy
hym | “mﬂ‘h? aﬁ,;;mdhamt Oko.nkwo t:eels Buily
Tans visited him was to wam him against takip
At Ogbuefi Ezeudu’s large and elaborat. fune,
s and fire their guns. Tragedy compounds upon i
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An QOutline Summary of Achebe’s ‘Things Fall Apart” 17

The arrival of Christian missionaries in Mbanta with their leader Mr.
Brown

Soon afterward, six missionaries travel to Mbanta. Through an
interpreter named Mr. Kiaga, the missionaries' leader, Mr. Brown, speaks
o the villagers. He t?“’f them that their gods are false and that worshipping
more than ppe God is idolatrous. But the villagers do not understand how
the Holy Trinity can be accepted as one God. Although his aim is to convert
the residents of U"'f“ﬂﬁl to Christianity, Mr. Brown does not allow his
followers to antagonize the clan.

The replacement of Mr. Brown by Reverend James Smith and its

offshoot

Mr. Brown grows ill and is soon replaced by Reverend James Smith,
an intolerant and strict man. The more zealous converts are relieved to be
free of Mr. Brown’s policy of restraint. One such convert, Enoch, dares [0
unmask an egwugwu during the annual ceremony o honor the carth deity,
an act equivalent to killing an ancestral spirit. The next day, the cgWUgWt
burn Enoch’s compound and Reverend Smith’s church to the ground.

The District Commissioner’s humiliation of the leaders of Umuofia

including Okonkwo

The District Commuissioner is upset
requests that the leaders of Umuofia meet with him. an:e
WW. the leaders are handcuffed and thrown in jail, where

konkwo's killing of the messenger of the British administration '
2 iy lansmen hold a meeting, during

Af w’mmrcleascd. the ¢ -
which ‘?: t1;:1:“ messengers approach and order the ‘-’mkmmkwm d&:i‘fl!é
Exnecting his fellow clan members Wjoinmm"pmmg’o ; ers
o with his machete, When the crowd allows the other messeng
mlim that his clan is not willing to go to war.

b ey honorable suicide to shameful surrender 10 the white

by the burning of the church and
they are gathered,
they suffer

iy
ey

' . 0 has Ohlﬁik‘s wm that suicide is a grave sin;
er to the body. OVl - onkwo's clansmen may

L -tlavae that

e . o
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&:' (a) Major Characters
i
Okoukwo is stoic to a fault B ey

" mOk;ﬂ:W“?;:l[:Ic t;{:tl ::cthe effeminate anq lazy Unoka, strives to make
D Y for which MS 10 value manliness. In so doing, he rejects
) ry ch he believes his father stood. Unoka was idle, poor,
& pro ate, coMly, gentle, and interested in music and conversation.
T} Okonkwo c?nscluusly adopts opposite ideals and becomes productive,
¢ wealthy, thrifty, brave, violent, and adamantly opposed to music and

nything else that he perceives to be “soft,” such as conversation and
,  emotion. He is stoic to a fault.

Okonkwo is unable to adapt to changing times
| Okonkwo achieves great social and financial success by embracing

these ideals. He marries three wives and fathers several children.
Nevertl as his father was at odds with the values of the
~ommll around him, so too does Okonkwo find himself unable to adapt
 hanuing times as the white man comes to live among the Urmuofians. As
~es evident that compliance rather than violence constitutes ﬂ:e

et principle for survival, Okonkwo realizes that he has become a relic,
ioncer able to function within his changing society.
Okonkwo is e classical sense

MKW "'m‘lc hﬂ'lllill th ‘ .cal : ghho“gh & S
-.i.;mg:chemmﬂreclassl sense : 4
i i ic flaw—the equation of manliness Wi

0 24 ot his_tragic
express his feelings (the narrator
il to Okonkwo’s emotions).
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b 4 U B =L L e (“) Nwoye

l, succes:
of his powerl'u sfu], |

Nwoye struggles in the shadow

demanding father "
e oldest som, S g
Nwoye, Okonkwo's © ing father. H

erful, successful, and deman A
pOT;nkwo’s and resemble more closely thos

: ow 10 .
undergoes man be¥tE e lfl(:; han older brother and teaches p;
' becomes 11
arrival of [kemefuna, who

T f, Okonkwu backs off .

entler form of successful masculinity. Asa ws]meoyc el

lﬁfwoyc even starts to win his grudging approva .fc et in or..
however: though he makes 2 show of scorning min

please his father, he misses his mother’s stories.

The murder of Ikemefuna turns NWOYe Hg;::
tyrannical ways of the clan to seek his peace

white man R ver. Nv
With the unconscionable' murder of Ikemefuna, NO I b ‘*_'_U‘r':
retreats into himself and finds himself forever changed. 1.115 reluctanc c' [Jl.
accept Okonkwao's masculine values turns into pure embitterm cnht il
him and his ways. When missionaries come to Mbanta, Nwoye's hope ang
faith are reawakened, and he eventually joins forces with them. Al;huugﬂ
Okonkwo curses his lot for having borne so “effeminate™ a son and d ISOWN;
Nwoye, Nwoye appears to have found peace at last in leaving the
oppressive atmosphere of his father’s tyranny.
Nwoye like Obierika begins to question the harmful tradition of the
Igbo clan; Nwoye a contrast to his father

Nwoye shows promise because he voices chauvinist opinions, but his
comments are really aimed at Okonkwo. In fact, Nwoye loves women
stories and is pleased when his mother or Okonkwo’s other wives ask him
tc do things for them. He also seeks comfort in his mother’s hut afler
Ikemefuna’s death. Nwoye's questioning of
practice of throwing away newbom twins is
frequently questions tradition. In fact, Obierika ref
other men to kill Ikemefuna, and Okonkwo points
to question the Oracle. Obierika also has reservatione ot . o
practice of tapping trees. Okonkwo, on the othe the village's
clan’s laws and traditions unqumuomw R,

~ Interestingly, Obierika’s manliness is never guectin 1 .
Oblerih is skeptical of some Igbo m‘rﬂ I
skepticism in a different light. We understand that, in Ui oye's
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g]cs n the shadow of
is interests arc differep b
¢ Unoka, his grandfathe, |
please his father, unyj .

nst his father and the
the new religion of y,




lﬂ*l‘wya'l ennvmn wlth humour and irony

the story of
‘wh W:m«ﬁmsﬁnﬁuwu.
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