A PRAYER FOR MY DAUGHTER
W.B. YEATS

I Fill in the blanks:
1. The baby daughter of the poet is sleeping in a [’Y‘@D é& -

2. The poet prays for his ¢} p)((i ¢

/
3. /,)C Jel “of Troy is the most beautiful woman of an
4. The poet wants his daughter to be kind and 60(475 l' eolt-

cient Greece.

L,

D |
5. The /)L au )J wwoman makes fool of men.
6. The woman who has (7 AQT ) can make men WlSe and happy-
7. Freedom from ';{(_1 \ahea (is essential for the soul to regain its r adical

innocence. ‘d Cl/o ok
/Cxa; ok O-’*O/
( r\ri‘/Oﬂ'f)OL

8. Yeats wants her daughter to marry a husband who respects

9. Yeats particularly wants her daughter to keep herself aloof from /5 ﬂ Yeof,

devotion.
10. According to Yeats, excessive beauty is a j/; 7a [/ gift.

(fatal, hatred, charm, fanatical devotion, courteous, tradition and convention

Helen, beautiful, cradle, daughter)

II Choose the best answer:
1. The baby daughter of the poet is sleeping in a cradle at the f 2y / [4 é_.Q’[DéUe'b/

(a) Pisa tower (b) Ballylee tower (c) Twin tower (d) Eiffel tower

2. Yeats prays for his _ (/. 7(@0/ / T
[ (/

(a) mother (b) wife (c) daughter (d) sister
‘0 is the Goddess of beauty and love.

e~

3. r [ffl‘

o~ Jj

(a)Venus (b) Zeus (c) Jupiter (d) Moon
4. Venus the Goddess of beauty selected the [’lfﬂﬁ\/ulcan as her. husband et ok

(a) lame (b) deaf (c) dumb (d) blind
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t ts hi
5. T:le Pi}%’“’an s his daughter to spread happiness all around like the song of the

() cuckoo (b)nightingale (c) skylark (d) linnets
111 State whether the following statements are true or false:

1. The poet wants her daughter to have little beauty. TL(.(L
2. Maud Gonne married W.B. Yeats. T / 2ql

O
3. The poet wants her daughter to be spiritually strong. /

VS

p—
)

4. The poet wants her daughter to marry a richest person.(}’ﬂ //Sﬂ

5. According tq Yeats beauty is a blessing. /ﬁa //QQ,
IV Write the synonyms for the following words:

1. Gloom - 5 avryo )

5, Frensiad. \. f/ o
renzied )/\}; ) Gz,/,zs"/‘]c./‘) .

3.Barter- ¢ O ha QC

4. Radical - 3 C/L,/gz-{ &

5. Scowl - /’é)af/ 7/K Jb// (7/ /(’c@/){‘,

V Answer the following questions in ‘one or two sentences:

1. What is the anxiety of the Yeats? \ /

.--_(".,;,»;f(; fh-.'{""/ ' ,) 17/,,/\‘..::/‘ /’ , -/QCIQ}),%CLY 3

v " g - P of - ! J
':i . ’ # —-, :z.‘f‘ ;. o "..rv,"! LN {,.;f .‘ '1:, ’.":f ‘,,- ’;,f[v .:-.“_,_’ {"{..‘r .;/' C,! 7\ L-I,J /{’(‘? ‘
J{-ﬂ ~ ‘{,’7 . ,"‘, ~./
2 HoW does the poet descrlbe the storm? oy |
l chue 15 vely Jutcous o d dargles ,
/1 ! il 0T | S / Sy
3. What is the symbolism of the storm? , r (ot
. ’ . s J . 3 e i o = . . i
the Sy Ut @ e, &DTM S JAE e 7yw af,[z,c.-;{,, :’Z/
4 When was the poem ‘A Prayer for my daughter wrltten" s ,
T, ",- 3% » 3 _,v“ [,: ‘T. Fo0 / 01 {V‘d (]-,4{ ” / /ﬂ % A‘;a‘/" &)‘r; J f’ 11 ":3’:{" ";r“j(,»z\c
L T ) el },\‘r‘ ! y‘ ’ y ey I ‘ )
e g iV :' DDA 0 __ .;/.A. 3 v, 2’,’3’."” A/ ? r:'{ (_;7’ pf:jz‘ u”{;ﬁl 1e .“_) ‘_;'., ;{J.. y gl
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5. What is the wish of the poet us o (hiher?
'U‘l Q il’; A i / “

% . x/ / ' l(}l}’f "'-.r,“
W S poc b /(‘/li"n VA /’ £ YU
) '
¢ L ir “‘ f/ / Db
N\ I LACK »/‘\l'.{ S‘,«;((i\‘ll,‘.’( :-,\:"f"{ ,';H"‘ % dey 'V l’“

A T8 (e ! o !
0. According to the poet what are the qualitios that a girl must pottean?
f\ 2; )
¢ {

':,'Ii
: wamas m“""‘/ }‘ ‘It ceus el (g 1] met 10 /”‘
SRy ore, . .

! ¢ § AN .j"'
' @ e ""»"’?Ai}l" f Jo /l;wl.’(ﬁu) :‘H\(/ /)!”“"' Lbas F AL
\’?"‘V\(( \‘ }“ » '”'\‘v[ - } } / ; i I’
L ‘ AYRL i\ O ¥ § ¥, n’e/ },').“f \AG ¥
7. Who rejected the devoted love of Yeals? : ; [ /
U oudd (e YOO el 7Ae ALUOTecy ACUCLT WL fRA]y
8. Who was Maud Gonne?
f\ i |/ Ny e 0 (] 1 I
,z"‘ aY; {(‘j{ _M{.f onda lJoad 4,‘,'._ { eyvLer s,/ “AICRLAM f, ¢ s !

9. What is the complaint of the poet against Helen?

D ! ", ! /
| ¢ foetom £,
) ¢ / ,Y o ] s n’ ‘r 1 J v ' ™ NS ; i f % Iy L2 " 0
; { { . 4 'y 7y 7 2 Iy A N y - ’2.-.-
(3 { s ¢ ,,7 ! ¢ 77

\
L',\\
e
:

10. Write a note on Aphrodite .
4 f -
1D (Y bl Lo oave . A /('

11. What is the opxmon of Yeats about intellectual hatred?

k

A I} ¢ |
/ » r § :‘ f i . 2 i
p Y | . - -4 4 il [} . A ~ S vy o ]
da et N e of ;!‘\"Y ! / “ ,"/k ‘_t ;(:, T .i: PV B A% f,v [dﬂ'

4 !'_.-p_:-; I i j'q \ 51 r " - ¢ ’Liv‘/)‘
',f‘n,,ﬂ :_"',,xf JD .'f,-’:;-' fhab g LOLo b OUnVeA (M &) d a0 QLA {
, gt

RRRE.: LR
dai TA { w(m[) j ‘ ‘

12 Why does the phlét favour the life filled with tradmon and conventlon?

i : Fof :
};1_ [ B f \jlp w(f A / *, ‘N :«’:;«_ voua's

{x

a.,.‘

; e A {
Wk '~,»."J“ ‘ R RV pER ‘;-{“r’. s 7
I B Ve s i f\"' \
A LOY A T, si"f-v(t‘ &
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ESSAY

1. Write a critical appreciation of the poem ‘A Prayer for my daughter’.

DUinane.la:gat; iil?ﬁi;%% was one of the greatest English poets bom in
' 3 . was a well known painter who encouraged his son’s
interest in writing poetry. He studied art in London but returned to Ireland where
he was associated with the Irish revolutionary movement. He founded the Abbey
th.eatre for which he wrote plays and lyrics. In 1923 he was awarded Nobel Prize in
Flterature. Yeats continued to write till his lat days. ‘A Prayer for my daughter’ is
in many ways a personal poem written in 1919, a few weeks after Yeats’ daughter
Anne was born. The poet speaks as a father anxious for the well being of his
daughter. He seems to say that graciousness in social behaviour belongs very
largely to woman. A society which allows arrogant, opinionated women to rule it,
is a society that has lost its propriety.

The poem opens with the poet’s new born child sleeping in a cradle at the
Ballylee tower. A storm is raging with great fury outside his residence. The poet is
in a gloomy mood and is anxious about how to protect his child from the tide of
hard times ahead. The looming ruin of the current civilization distracts his minds.
The poet prays that his daughter may be gifted with moderate beauty which does
not make a stranger’s eye troubled. A woman with glamorous beauty feels that
there is no need for kindness or friendship. Helen of Troy was the most beautiful
woman of her age. All the princess of Greece chose to become suitors for her hand.
But after she married, she became bored with her husband. Seeking excitement she
ran away with Paris of Troy and her elopement wrecked her happiness. The
goddess Venus presided over beauty and love could have chosen herself a husband
who would have made her happy. But her choice fell upon the lame Vulcan and
she found life with him miserable. Yeats wants his daughter to have courtesy and
aristocratic traits in keeping with the name of her house and that she may have

fixed home and happy thoughts.

The poet looks within himself and finds that there is hatred inside. Freedom
from the hatred is essential for the soul to regain its radical innocence. He wishes
that his daughter should not harbor hatred. He realizes that intel]ectual' hatred is of
the nastiest kind. He is worried about the recollection of Maud Gonne, the__mOSt;
beautiful woman of his times. Yeats t00 admired her and loved her. Unfoxtunatcly .
beauty made her proud. Instead of being kind, cheerful and loving she choﬁs_e‘ toﬁ 3
become a fanatical nationalist. She becomes a good hater and hatred droye away
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all her happiness, The poet wishes that his daughter ,,-hou!(! no! LL;lt;Za(E::ox: [flmahc
intellect. He thinks that her daughter can remain innocent ! Sh¢ ”i rnuqt m: o
and intellectual fanaticism. The poet wishes that his daught.cr I "bl) arry o
husband who respects tradition and convention. Only then she will be d € 10 keep
her married life free from vanities and vexations. She can also then ensyre
happiness for herself and her husband. The poet prays that h,s.daughtcr -mla)" grow
up like a green laurel tree and her thoughts may be linnets on its boughs. Like the

song of'the linnets she can spread happiness all around.
The poet foresaw the collapse

The prayer in the poem is typically Yeatsian. _
of civilization in the near future. He wanted his daughter shoulc? have sufﬁcwm
strength of soul (o remain in the social and moral chaos that might enve op .the
butterfly or a political

world. Yeats does not want his daughter to be a social ' .
lanatic. He hopes she would prefer a congenial social life, domestic happiness and

self realization. The prayer brings out the poet’s distrust of beauty, fanz?tlcl'sm and
the conventional piety of Christianity. At the same time it reveals his faith in good
manners, friendship, married love and self realization through joy.

PARAGRAPH

1. How does Yeats want his daughter to grow up?

The poem opens with the poet’s new born child sleeping in a cradle at the
Ballylee tower. A storm is raging with great fury outside his residence. The poet is
in a gloomy mood and is anxious about how to protect his child from the tide of
hard times ahead. The looming ruin of the current civilization distracts his minds.
The poet prays that his daughter may be gifted with moderate beauty which does
not make a stranger’s eye troubled. She wishes that his daughter should possess
abundant kindliness and she should be free of hatred. She must keep herself aloof
from fanatical devotion for it will breed anger and make it impossible to attain
happiness. The poet prays that his daughter may grow up like a green laurel tree
and her thoughts may be linnets on its boughs. Like the song of the linnets she can
spread happiness all around. The poet wants his daughter to develop spiritually.
She must learn cheerfully to accept God’s will as her own. She must marry a
husband who respects tradition and convention. Only then she can ensure

happiness for herself and her husband. |
2. Discuss the personal experience lies behind Yeats’ ‘A Prayer for my rdaiig.ht'er’-.* e
38 Cpoid
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Yeats afraid that his daughter may find herself in a world where civilization
is about to collapse in confusion. He is worried about the recollection of Maud
Gonne, the most beautiful woman of his times. Yeats too admired her and loved
her. Unfortunately beauty made her proud. Instead of being kind, cheerful and
loving she chose to become a fanatical nationalist. She becomes a good hater and
hatred drove away all her happiness. A woman with glamorous beauty feels that
there is no need for kindness or friendship. Helen of Troy was the most beautiful
woman of her age. All the princess of Greece chose to become suitors for her hand.
But after she married, she became bored with her husband. Seeking excitement she
ran away with Paris of Troy and her elopement wrecked her happiness. The
goddess Venus presided over beauty and love could have chosen herself a husband
who would have made her happy. But her choice fell upon the lame Vulcan and
she found life with him miserable. The poet says that beautiful women are apt to be

opinionated and to undo the hom of plenty with which they are born. He supposes .

that beauty is a fatal gift bringing with it a dangerous foolishness. The poet’s own
experience makes him pray that his daughter may be saved from the beauty and
foolish fanaticism of Maud Gonne.
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JOURNEY OF THE MAGI
T.S. ELIOT

I Fill \
“illin the blanks: 0 4 C'/(Y})/]gf
s Magi s N M1 in the stable,
1. The Magi were the three wise men, that visited the ,/_!)/.-—~ -

. )/
2. The Magi goes for a journey to /g Th -/»‘Ql-”’) b4 .
/\ ‘(‘yﬁf)w/@w i

3. The frequent images during the journey foretell events in C

4./ Jewipe s the king of Jews.

——

Q
s Herod\wanted no rival king to __/ ¢,

! I hadl. .
Yad »"oif jéj’u’fney is difficult for the Magi.

lafo- o
|2 of journey is edifying.

8. The camel men were (¢ 5/ 'fjil?m grumbling. ] / /
( , oy i;‘h
9. The Magi hear voices teasing them out of their mission calling it all = j

10. The reference to new birth in the poem is to the birth of /\/\A YO LA / QAN ][_ y

(first phase, cursing, folly, Christianity, second phase, Jews, Herod, Bethlehem,
infant Christ, Christ’s life)

IT Choose the best answer: / :
1. The Magi are the three wise men of the/- 1 vy

(a)West (b) North (c) South (d) East ‘
o b
2. The Magi take up this journey with the guidance of the S7a o

(a) star (b) Moon (c) Sun (d) angel
(3) The Magi were known for their wisdom and knowledge of .Z ”zézm/@ﬁ&/

(a) Theology (b) Geology (c)Astrology (d) Numerology
(4) Judas Iscariot betrayed Jesus Christ for 7%/(.,91 IJ"‘Z' silver coins.

(a) twenty (b) thirty (c) forty (d) fifty
5. The Magi came to a tavern in the h/c.rg/j ﬂ' "

(a) morning (b)evening (c) afternoon (d) night
4
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111 State whether the following statements are true or false:
. The town people were unfriendly to the three Magi. Tyue
2. The Magi saw four trees on the low sky. &w/
3. The camels were sore footed.
) T
4. The three wise men reported the discovery of infant Jesus to King Herod. %ﬂk&
e H L] /
5. The Magi said that he would be glad of another death. /T'LLQ-'

IV Write the synonyms for the following words:

I. Refractory - /\) ol /\(\(\1 nA @a}q{(f,.
2. Hostile f; Yt Cﬂ.ql{/

3. Alien . /)( WOL (‘ ., L Y Knowh
e

9 Yea [ f)f?(/)

5. Folly - ZQ’()/L&/l neAs

V Answer the following in one or two sentences:

4. Agony

1. Who were the three Magi?

)
P P i 4 b

P o " '[ e ~ e amanyY L '7'/ g { RV AT . PYa) !‘
N LRy ATTE [hLe trrNTL4L I o\ ”n)(_,ﬂ;,:‘ 1.3 L,\‘ Neoa LoD ragi
J d ) e / g !
o /. ,’f-' p it s | ;
7o Chaft / /13/:\ Iy - ¥ T4
l‘ ( { i / & \,.--f /‘ { 1 ? wa)ﬂ‘? fely

2. erte down the names of the threefl?/lagl
Tio 15 oo MOIASAr OO Y »
“ f)(-,(? O(O s f\.r (:.-,., 2/ ’,.‘ Y A ;)/’ UI',OQI J\‘w)

YN o '"\ 1 ,'Al /
pif ¥ £y o 7 w % .
N / ~ "/"\)‘ (’ Fe N 4 A° jl’“ &_ﬂ it 5‘ [1)-} (‘[‘) (e‘) "L' -‘?(jori'\ /‘")
k bt A/ " PET) ¢
] Explam the season durmg the j journey of the Magi. . Ly
‘ ! . ¥ s s »!’; 3y :*",". e.. jOQY LGt .J '(f,v Q )}/’ cdah /-'”' LLIOTS]
; sl 24, R W 2. )

Ny T f‘:- LY i
’ AL ,:""*” kr aqnftl_ fLC ,“( ';’I"'JJ L J&cuf < *“'w? :

I
§

O g ’
.n'r)’lﬁ.,,, &”é’l’*"/ f‘; \'Ju' (’3‘,.7,1#;}( /"‘ £,

4 What are the problems faced by the Mag1 during the Joul'/pey? R
Toprohlepns. raincl by o 19297 arve. fhat TeeNJRg!

P o i } oo
?,2-_, I P TP ,!,"r":‘w“
e 7 KN A ANWC Al /Q- R ek d

¥

o
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5. What do the voices sing and 24y in their ears? 9 | 4 A
~ P Y / n Ho. Ea25 (j/r The, 7V jman
,{.’ o CoA Soucl /

S 1asy £ i l."

! J ‘
' . O ’, S Ve
{ 2 LN _.-;;!;x’;"’¢;_- Vo s € /. ¥ /)ﬂ L /AIL mo O f7 / L0sy TLAAIOW

( .-’,h '# 1. V7L Tt
5 I :L d 4 /)
(-,w“.“' e l f{‘ ¢ f. ﬂ L [ w 7 1’ rllill({

6 What is e plamed by ‘a water mill beating the darkness’?

. l v N A s “.“:’.. 7 4 :
/- Lo A lone ;” L{um QW ):‘.‘»‘m sy % T i (‘// P
: - “_' i l Mt y & . : ‘ o ~’].w = .
/,,(L‘ ’ {1 I ' I ‘. ! jf{ / ,"{1;§~ & ‘:( 3 '.’l ',.i '/ -1 L; (‘l ;{ ‘\' 1’] /‘ (ol y } > ﬁ. }'N...l»« ,’/' I:;:[ \’ N‘.-,af *Q"‘ fc“'tz
} 4‘ ] , G "“ !l = J Y2l B 3 o d
orfl @ ,("3' LU ,'u g \f / LuA /C v f 1\ vty A% /f W AROEL /ﬂ.}j JEc
;{l‘ 4 ’lr’f : . Vs ¢ '/‘ / Iy L(A ,{0/1’/1\ .

(/
7. What is the. 51gn1ﬁcance of the thréé freds o tff lower s
2 A
‘ 3 ; {i .n- -
',3{”_ ', v. ?{'. a' £, ", s R ‘;‘“{’ QR0 /,:;»\,7_ t_f‘:.j'_ ;—; {,,{;Ié{ /{

. [ ¥ Y . } - n..(" S *.’J‘\;‘ &k ‘ (.e” } A(, ,-/:' ”‘: . ‘;'” :' » e 0
: AS! el ef iy l’-"," Y oo /,7'}-:_} Mlar /o o ﬂ'"}f"' !‘ ~ ; % y0.c ‘.f“.:"‘;T ol o ! Ao FO
_.' o/ '( i b VIJ L V. . - A _ l T [ ~nr*d y : ¥,
= A fip 6 1y Ly S b A L2 (e W [ (VK

8 What is the blbllcal reference re]ated to ¢ an old whlte horse’ '7 ,

f VYA /O *.grf,{‘_fmf‘ . Gy f 102 O . Moo o VATV "}cc_rv :'-

o

. ) R ? f /
s Rl o ¢ ) fow et vy . ¢
, ” . Y P
(AJ} ]

FAY S P Y-SR e T 3 1 V-2 NL

- ‘ . /7 Loy F N ‘!‘ o ‘ ‘;. . ‘l"‘ :;.‘h o s A r‘;:a‘ 2V : ”‘}w.__{j} g;'\..u'f\.(.»{_' J ;
" ) e/ f ' o ( /':; g (‘g,f Y
N 4 d - y d Tt 5 { 1 P A K.
g / f of. | 4 A e DL AL §
i wun Ly Goe LA} ”AI!}::"‘\/(: ¢y ft P ,}}"f:‘\.f\‘, 3!\ Ca f‘ £ _ ©
. , " L
? : -

f b
' ' s ' " ARG ST
A i J $1 o, ¢ =
- e f‘{ / 1 .ﬁi j C "-;’z ‘l '] §} \ 1(0..,’; i\ \'A / i {.,’v" f_,( ﬂ"‘ L e | &
sl L- o u ¥ .
< . {
..‘ r . . S - x / :I ! \
- 4 - 2 \'“'L.“ I f !(_v (e
b ' K - i} H —l‘/\ £ [ 4 ( ¢

£
. /./ ‘('
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ESSAY

1. Explain the trangig CXperience of the ¢, M

) ree Magi.
[.S. Eliot bopn ;

mn i
and became a Britjsh Citi: . U'S‘A'. came to London during the First World War
of the twentieth centy I.C“- He is considered one of the most literary figures
AR ry. He struck a new note in poetry and criticism. In 1948
1e was awarded Nobe| Prize for Literatur Y
ature,

“The Joumey of the Ma
‘Ariel poems’. They were Wwritte
published

gl’, belongs to a group of poems known as the
at Christmas fime. ) n as conlributio.n to an annual volume of poems
is based on an incident deger: elqng to the period from 1927-1929. This poem
Magi were the three wis Seribed in q“f Gospel of St. Matthew, section (ii). The
0 Bethlahem i € m.en who visited the infant Jesus in the stable. Journey

ves fl ® §poken of in the first two verses by one of the Magi. The third
gives the new dispensation. The frequent images during the journey foretell

ents  In ist’s i : P e .
° derstat Christ’s hf.e' The journey is significant as a subtle motif by
unders atement. The. Journey of the Magi is in fact a transit experience,
poetically recounted in a movement from old dispensation to a new.

The three wise men or the Magi of the East were led to the new born
Jesus by a new star, which guided them to the stable where Jesus was born and
then disappeared. The Magi were the priestly class among the Babylonians and
the ancient Persians. Kings though they be, drawing a clue about the birth of a
great King in Palestine, they take up this journey star guided. In the first phase
of journey it is awfully difficult for them. They started their journey in the worst
time of the year, in the very dead of winter. The camels got sores on the foot
lied down in the melting snow and they were unmanageable. The camel men
were cursing and grumbling. They didn’t get any shelters and the night-fires
burnt out. The city people were hostile to them and the villages were dirty and
they charged high prices. It is a great trial and hard time for them. Almost
uncrowned, subdued, given to an enforced ascetic disdain of all comforts, they
proceed not without regretting many things fine such as summer palaces, silken
girls and sherbet. Above all they hear voices teasing them out of their mission
calling it all folly.

The second phase of the journey is edifying. At the dawn they came to

a temperate valley smelling vegetation, with a running stream and water mill
beating the darkness indicating the bustling activity of human habitation. They
saw three trees on the low sky and an old white horse galloped away on the 5
meadow. Then they came to a tavern where three people were dicing‘for‘ pieces -
43 '
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of silver, They got no information and they proceed. They went to Jemsalf:m
and asked King Herod who was an evil man and did want the baby' to the King
of Jews. He pretended them to help but his real intention was to kill the baby.
The star which they had seen guided to the place where the child lay and then
disappeared. The three wise men overjoyed when they saw the infant Jesus and
they offered him gifts. It was then revealed to them that they should not report
their discovery to King Herod. They went home another way.

The journey is for a birth and a death — the birth of Christ, the K%ng
and the death of all that they have been for until now. Kingdoms are nothing
now for they find no ease there. The old dispensation must surrender itself to
the new. For the Magi what they come from, and what they go to completely
antithetical. Suffering from an unquiet mind in spite of his new faith the wise
men looked forward to death, which might take him to a heaven of positive joy.
According to Eliot, “Every attempt is wholly a new start and a different
failure”,

PARAGRAPH

1. Bring out the Biblical references in the poem ‘The Journey of the Magi’.
In the second phase of the journey, at the dawn the magi came to a
temperate valley smelling vegetation, with a running stream and water mill
beating the darkness indicating the bustling activity of human habitation.
They saw three trees on the low sky and an old white horse galloped away
on the meadow. Then they came to a tavern where three people were dicing
for pieces of silver. The three trees on the low sky look forward in a remote
way to the crucifixion. The pieces of silver held as stakes by the gamblers at
the inn recall to us the thirty pieces of silver for which Jesus was betrayed.
When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they parted his garments casting lots upon
them what everyman should take. The white horse galloped away on the
meadow recalled the Jesus’ arrival on a white horse as said in revelation by
John.

THE UNKNOWN CITIZEN
W.H. AUDEN.
I Fill in the blanks:
Aol
1. The soldier is known by his _/ V LLrife. g
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mﬁ marble monument is erected by the %

3. The jdeal citizen was found to be /)?’OC{Q?; his views.

4. The citizen didn’t hold ﬁfi@ DWn views.

5, The unknown citizen is supposed to be g f@[ﬁ_gb@ citizen.
[ Choose the best answer:

. The poem ‘The unknown citizen’ is a _g ald 50( 4

(a) sonnet (b)elegy (c)satire (d) ballad.
~
7. The unknown citizen worked in (é Mﬁ{g}_ /\(/’87/}; LA (_2 .

(a) Fudge Motors Inc (b) Hedge Motors Inc (c) Budge Motors Inc (d) Sledge
Motors Inc

3. The Unknown citizen has é !@ children.

(a) four (b)five (c)six (d)seven |

4. According to Auden the unknown citizen was an O/ b,}/{)\o"( 7/ TR 7

(a) opportunist (b) altruist (c) benefactor (d) patron. |

5 The unknown citizen learnt only what he was taught by 77@ "/((t C‘/(,Q,{L .
(a) the teachers (b) the parents (c) the books (d) the society.

111 State whether the following statements are true or false:

3
. The unknown citizen went to hospital twice in h}s\life. [ alfe
7 The unknown citizen was considered as a saint. 0 —
3. The unknown citizen bought all the things on installment plans. ]yl d_
4. The unknown citizen left with power of independent thinking. % }/SL
5. Auden sees something foolish in society and makes fun of it. 7\

IV Write the synonyms for the following words:

1. Absx‘lrd - ??O"'),Q!Jﬁ\

2. Frigidaire —

g il
- Assimilate — e-c.e_j‘_c:}'vg " , i S
4. Factory / O)L | e ' A
= N (LA p 1A% v gl
5. 0 o o P = gyl A{): f‘) i ‘
Pportunist Q‘ﬁ,?'@'ztg_,m w’/‘) ; Qx/‘;@y:gj; LA Qj:) : ﬂf}Qh_{_Z{
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V Answer the followlng questlons I one or two wentences:
I What were the virtues of the modern man? )
P v / / . o oy §
:‘\(\ \Vl’l l“ id OA O the DY od ey }((" e i Al (R
A ) '
\wee \(" ’fx\( ;w'l c“t” y/( ‘l)'(l'fr,)(l/ 2 LA

| f‘/!,’w lf,"‘v'l
((N‘JI{ f;&; f/l' WEY ey’ }r{ ,II (/ Fies t’)/:j,"l(lf "r’} /z‘ !/n,”

2, Wu;. lhc Unknm\n citizen a saint? Why'?
*"\f’("" A\ [ (, Oy \( ¢

))_(/\l'l /\frjtlf rlll)/ /“}/({/:‘)I

k-—(\(‘\.l(j/l[,-\)r / /A( ,(’}( 1/ ?‘/(L /\“/){\/ (‘A’/ /; ‘ //),
%,

\t/u qQ ;-;:\uc% : |

3 What does the sub title of the | pnun “The unknown un/w signily?

/X( _k(l},‘\}/( (I),Iﬁ{)‘ljl'\(I//(Oﬂ . /"“\.»T( l #f“l {, /"ll'/‘ ’J:'f |

(("L ﬂ) (/ ,s(/ﬂ(((‘(a‘n»f”(( .\('l\ (C//AL /”'_’(/r”

4. Why dl(l the modern man give hnlh to five children?

})\( ]f\\.iu Y Ralaitee’) \/ (L! .AI\( ( 1 /(I‘((l\/(” e (',)“{7‘(i3'6)
( (‘/)uh(/ //(( \'“{‘ 5 ‘/ A ('_j-.’/‘df'()’/\.,)

=X Who is ulugcnlsl?

//\ 6'[“(2(/\”((/ [ 1 J/\H £rf

\
‘
,/4" P
/ f

7 1'.{ X""IH /[\(" ,’:r/ f/l"’a
Va3 YY) yadle /An(lﬁh ,'ﬂ

/ 2P / VoV ‘7’,’{) o
\ A | . A 4 -

Tha ))/1 /l“ ,{o Y{yﬂ C,n’}')f,‘(:.r) '
6. What was the report of the Snual psychology department about the'modern
man?,

(J(IC’ '

ReYepord ale Aodal pe i 0 mm/ abour '\
'{ im K M/UHH/%OO LA 7‘/‘:,, \.,6 5/ Ja NPTV 4
S0 )ﬂkf/A /((1C/ no c/)//uo,t_ (’) LA DL M./ mq"ﬁ;‘,{d
7. Was the Press content with the modern man?

7)\,0 7 A4S

(x ‘r< N (‘n'\ Vinces ’“‘r/ /)C /‘)N ﬁp’d @
)\uu&,f A0 L rnj (”u\ﬁ/ wah hist rcgojgc/ /33 ﬁ@L
R aM &0 ’lw v 'i(" e PO fﬂ/)m
8. How did the modem man purchase all his modern necessities?

// (M’ t{) /)((\f/\ﬁ(‘

, all Lix /U?(‘.M/sﬁl)ef_)
‘-y allmce  Poagimant
9. Was the m

))dem man opportun‘lst? \'\g‘ny?
Mex, 1

, M ‘“’”“f“-*' “"/m e /S/ o 7'7\9 /ﬁm& 'f,@g?‘“
/\ RRASE ,C“(C[f (/— 4}) {/\-p & ‘!" WHOLS g ¥ ma A %'JJ '
" 4 e

" Amogtt u/é/
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10, Was the modern man happy and free?
y f ) o

{1 \ y . LR LAN o vt ARt F Y IRN Y2 ,"' Vs L TRpS !
by i 4 . o § . ; ¥ ! y ; ’ ‘ - - ‘
Y i 10 L I 4 i i / . 4
" ) G40 i P p " e &Y £ FRAY. i i ¢ L
PR \ LG A Qg nyiy B an A% W 975 =& )
g gy  § " i N§ A 13 )
{ ' AW g "4“‘\@\\

1. The poem T i ‘
, : he Unknown Citizen' is a satire about the fack of
individuality of moderns, - Elucidate. | |

| _\\;ll‘..‘.‘\udcn was bom in New York in 1907. He studied in Oxford and was
l?\ﬂumud hyj the poems of T.S. Eliot and psychology became one of his
favounie 5:1hjccls. Auden’s first collection of ;\;)cm:\‘ was published in 1928,
The pf)&:ln Thc Unknown Citizen® was first published in The Listener 1n 1939.
Later it was mcluded in the collected shorter poems in 1950, In this title, Auden
makes a parody of the dedication which is traditionally seen on the memorials
of the soldiers killed in wars in Europe. Such mcmnri;ﬂs: are usually dedicated
o the *The Unknown Soldier.” “The Unknown Citizen' is an average citizen in
the modern industrialized society. This poem is a parody of an unknown

soldier, who is known by his number, and not by his name. Auden intends to
satirize the system of modern society.

Auden gives the account of the unknown citizen as given by the burcau of
satistics. In the modern age of statistics, man is reduced to a mere number, He
has lost individuality. The passive voice in the first line indicates the
insignificance of the citizen as an individual. The various departments of the
Government found him to be agreeable man. There was no official complaint
against him at any stage. As he upheld the values of the society he was
considered a saint. Here the word *saint’ used ironically as he did everything for
the sake of the nation and the society. The Unknown Citizen worked in Fudge
Motors Company and his employers were happy with his work and conduct.
Though he was a member of Trade Union he did not partake in any protest and
he paid his dues regularly. He was friendly with both the employers and
workers. His social behaviour was satisfied as he was popular with his mates
and liked a drink.

The Press was convinced that he bought a paper every day. Here agamn 152 .
satiric observation about the press as if the sole purpose of the Press was o
increase the number of readership. His reactions to advertisements were normal.
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He fell a prey to advertisements and bought costly things genere}lly. requirec! for
modern living on credit and pay in easy installments later. His life was fully
insured and his health card shows that he enjoyed sound health. The. unknown
citizen had no opinion of his own. He changed his opinions according to the
dictates of the time. He believed in whatever he was asked to believe.

When there was peace he was for peace, when there was war, he enllSFed
himself as a soldier. Auden suggests that he was an opportunist. He was married
and he was meticulous even about the number of children he produced. He

added five children to the population which was considered as the right nl-lmber
according to the experts on human reproduction. He neither founfl fault with t.he
educational system and the teacher’s report said that he never interfered with

the education of his children.

The closing lines are again ironical. This reveal the complete passivity of the
individual in the mechanical and industrial set up of the modern society. Auden
depicts the unknown citizen as a man who has been completely assimilated into
the social mechanism. He is left with no power of independent thinking. The
question of happiness or freedom for such a man is irrelevant. He has no
complaint against the system and is never heard grumbling. He is taken to be
modern citizen, because he has no individuality, no independent thinking,
which might have made him different from others; otherwise he would be
supposed to have something wrong with him. As there is no wrong heard about

him, he is supposed to be a perfect citizen.

PARAGRAPH
1. What is the significance of the title of the poem ‘The Unknown citizen’?

In this title, Auden makes a parody of the dedication which is traditionally
seen on the memorials of the soldiers killed in wars in Europe. Such memorials
are usually dedicated to the ‘The Unknown Soldier.” “The Unknown Citizen’ is
an average citizen in the modern industrialized society. This poem is a parody
of an unknown soldier, who is known by his number, and not by his name.
Auden intends to satirize the system of modern society. In the modern age of
statistics, man is reduced to a mere number. He has lost individuality. The
passive voice in the first line indicates the insignificance of the citizen as an

individual. The various departments of the Government found him to be b

agreeable man. There was no officia] complaint against him at any stage.
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on the stat
€m
In the modery age of M that the unknown citizen was a saint?

. . . ) (& of Sla . 7,
:?dlv} quahty The Passive Sz?lcs’. man is reduced to a mere number. He has lost
1€ citizen ag ap g 1C€ n the first line inds; insieni -
ndividya] The v ¢ indicates the insignificance of

. a

him to i
be agreeape man. Ther rous departments of the Government found
stage. As he upheld t € Was no official complaint against him at any

h

word “saint” yseq ironﬁi:c\;?:ues of the society he was considered a saint. Here the
the‘ society. The unknowny as he did everything for the sake of the nation and
opinions according tq {he d(j'mze“ had no opinion of his own. He changed his
asked to believe. When th Ictates of the time. He believed in whatever he was
he enlisted himself as a soelz;? Wwas peace he was for peace, when there was war,
was considered as g ter. He added five children to the population which

. € ri ;
reproduction. ght number according to the experts on human

3. Explai i
plain the socijg] behaviour of the unknown citizen.

The unknown citi .
ocial behaVioun Citizen v.vas friendly with both the employers and workers. His
e e Presf was sa‘us.ﬁed as he was popular ‘with his mates and liked a
: S Was convinced that he bought a paper every day. His reactions

to adverti
p th_1sements were normal. He fell a prey to advertisements and bought
costly things generally required for modern living on credit and pay in easy

installments later. ~His life was fully insured and his health card shows that he
enjoyed sound health. The unknown citizen had no opinion of his own. He

changed his opinions according to the dictates of the time. He believed in
whatever he was asked to believe.

4. Was the modern man free and happy?

The question whether the modern man was free and happy is ironical. The
poem reveals the complete passivity of the individual in the mechanical and
industrial set up of the modern society. Auden depicts the unknown citizen as a
man who has been completely assimilated into the social mechanism. He is left
with no power of independent thinking. The question of happiness or freedom
for such a man is irrelevant. He has no complaint against the system and is
never heard grumbling. He is taken to be modern citizen, because he has no
individuality, no independent thinking, which might have made him differe.l.l‘t;{_'%;
from others; otherwise he would be supposed to have something wrong With ¢
him. As there is no wrong heard about him, he is supposed t0 be'a P¢_rfe
citizen. ' Fi 5

49

Scanned with CamScanner



NIGHT OF THE SCORPION
NISSIM EZEKIEL

I. Fill in the blanks:

o
|. The peasants came like :ﬁmm\vm.g («2[' :g&,g’/g
0 s

2. )\/ 51 ogz\%’g%ﬁ/gﬁanator of the poem.
v VYo I
3. The poet’s father was a X 0 {--/@ m:tfl-tﬂi :

4. The mother was bitten by a C/,‘Q ~bim -
i Z(//S and lanterns.

5. The peasants searched for the scorpion with CCU%"
(candles, Nissim Ezekiel, swarms of flies, rationalist, scorpion)
I1. Choose the best answer:

/ —
. ( of "o C /C\/ FEM
1. The mother thanks god because the scorplon-‘%bﬁ}“(‘"of Ay ' Z’L

a) stung her b)spared her children c)went away d)did not poison her

20 Ol

2. The poet’s father pourin 2205 the mother’s toe.

a) paraffin b)herbs q)p‘bwder d)Injection

. \
Y AA A0
“ § A

3. The scorpion crawling beneath a <204 € 7
a) a mat b)sack of rice c)pillow d dre'_ss
4. The sting of the scorpion is ./Véfé_'_ﬁ-_ﬂ' ? Z";""- BN
a) flies b)pleasure c¢)painful d)sad l'

5. The poet was died in 1:3--'- NSPOH

a) Jan 2005 b)Feb 2006 c) Feb 2004 d) Jan 2004

II1. State whether the following statements are true or false:

1. The scorpion tail is diabolic. 79.1/6(9"“

S0
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2 The peasants are educate )
y pe: are educated people, o

3. The mother thanks God because the scorpion spare

4. Alter thirty minutes the poison lost its sting cg l)"l/[/"{/a”
5, The poison may purify the mother’s sin 7}0(}

IV. Write the synonyms for the following words:

4 her children /ruie

[, Diabolic - ~)0 /O/U"“"I'?(Q(, <

”JU? ,UL(‘ﬂ J((U)
3. Sceptic ~ (,/ / / /J [:ﬁp*n/ Xo*(()& /

4. Incantation — ()ﬂc [_a M /,»,U r>'7 .
5, Spared ~ e f//p{j

V. Answer the following in one or two sentences:

2. Groan —

|. Why did the scorpion come inside the house?

o : _ . _ ' L'
f/i{‘ ~,_<)("l""}»”0‘)1 Came  1nid: the Jl,m.f Le. '{,_~ AR F‘U'i‘ le.cleio

(AN f’ --,’/!f ;{( » ?/E‘»‘zr;'a) ,l'/[f;, Yain

2. Where did the scorpion hide?
wii R . . / ; ; a
fhe /Confiom ! u r.[_n. J LemMA &/ / /f 7o el [ a Aa C,/«." d—/ Y1l
/ j 7
L

3. Why does the poet refer to his tail as diabolic?
Tho Abre & The Ace ./:m [ ‘Lp C(lu_,.(.(‘r’/ murA /‘lcun {0 /o

TR 7 .
Dang , Yo f’ ’fp [. .1}1[1 ¢ 4/*)7( Cri"-‘-' Q? )*}‘L C’ Dbﬁ{’c Of)
4. How did the ponqon enter the mother’s body? adivill

&4 VPN }\Of'! 'C'ff' f).:; 7}LL I [/ Y o [lf y 4 é&e m} .l/’/l\:(.tf,{}

“v.‘\;’ﬂ', AT YY)
y} 4
'v;"';;‘ f,‘,..o“ ) “‘f;’i- p, IC e /} o r”’\;rr g (w LO/- (¥}

5. What g:nod the Villagers hope that thc p01son ‘would do?
Ths ‘w"if‘l"w-f 5 fﬂf*wd 4.4 0 porgen would ﬁmﬂg’((/ The

i"grg"‘f'; N ;: b J! )f A f'.h"‘."{t CLJ"I }m‘{ ¢ ; Y »_,j, f:’ l : (;f‘f) -
6. Why did the fathér p pour a little paraffin and put a match fo it? 7 i
Qﬂ,& ~}',% /'!r\q v koA J (g,Pﬁ volkin ubeyi 1 /m... bn’[(’,n Ese, aﬂdl I'J'é&‘i

"5 B o
S
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v(l muf{f\ o il /\(‘\"i'm“z"' I ook {/WHJ[f H‘”' It ”"m”i'?““f

f{\(nl\ (l\(‘ /(‘Wk‘ " ‘{{([w H(‘\Ir.ltr'

7. Who is the narraor of this poem?

/\}l‘\-ﬁln'l f\c‘/{'l(’pum‘\ ,l/(' /l()'/}(rt/lw /{ /)/ll‘ /’f*(u)

8. How long did the effect of the poison last?

‘ ) Y . g ] '
The (‘(‘/ﬁl‘('(j’ ‘r;{ he pacten desled K O \,['[r.n(u{i(/ Aovets
9. What did the holy man do?

‘//\(‘ i/ﬁlt‘.\{/f‘/“ SN /.)(‘:o%muu‘n( ,/HJ_‘ "Y/‘/M \./.(‘.\ l[.l”"?(’ ,{/\0 /)‘9-'«,(0)

(e f/‘ \,/( f 5 /ﬂr"- Coun /('f i/(({:) )

10. Why the peasants buzzed the name of a God?

//\( /_mn\((”{ LS /;;rw-‘(r (/u N RVA TR RIS '4/:1‘
\f/l( (“f(( 0o ‘
11. Why thu peasants ‘clicked lhcn long:uus

" '/ » ) i \/‘ - Cr
)/k( i oA 7 g wi IR fﬂ" i [; {‘y‘i AL OCA ,/10 c_gf..[,)‘l/V(D}

metted | ¢ ' |
/ {(Led :)(1 ”-‘,(\//lf'") 3&7 f/_")/(‘(‘("/,

/
)('1 { o) }\ At ( J S (.

pr e §)3 ? /
e DY Ao ol maot f
12. Who was rationalist?

~p

Ao o S
¥ m ( /ﬂ/(/\(\ &Aoo Ya .}l(_“n{‘e{(_‘,[‘

13. Why the mother was thanked to the God?

’/(\ .;y.\v,\,.-/',w. 'y B
BRI & <P !’f\(‘m}‘o r‘( o AL T
/ <) o ' WO The O
hov ehildve e God - becaugg

14. What was thc sngmtlcant of the title?

/LL y ,pau o

//L’ lc;’_“)(_\";:‘,‘ ."f; l,',?” [l(‘t(\ /\(o o Gj’ }

¥

Sovpion L u q)&“/”m“ for the.
4’ C{\'} l{)) M 1PN ';::‘l L\ ;j‘ & -"
/ on s Tua V) elo {"f K

9 e [ e

Scanned with CamScanner



ESSAY

. Write th
1 € Summary of the poem ‘Night of the scorpion’.

Nissim Ezekie] (1924

: -20 ' ' Indian Jewish
family. He was an actor o 04) was born in Bombay In 2an

‘A Ti aywright, editor and art and critic. His first book of
, A - , ) _
P e eh Change” was published in London in 1952 and in 1953 he had

published hl.S second book of poems. The Night of Scorpion was one of his finest
poemS” and l't had bee‘n taken from his collections of poems entitled “The Exact
Name pub1¥shed in 1965. In this poem the expressed his childhood experience.
The poem Night of the Scorpion was one of the finished poems of Nissim Ezekiel.

R ,nght of Scorpion is a brilliant narrative poem. The protagonist o
narrator might be the poet himself or an imagined person who speak in the first
person. He narrated that his mother was stung by a scorpion in one rainy night. He
was remembering the night when his mother was suffered. It had raining
continuously for ten hours and during the time scorpion had crawled itself under
the sack of rice. The peasants came like swarms of flies and sat around the mother.
They murmured the names of god to minimize the movement of the scorpion.
Because they felt that the poison moved in his mother’s blood with the movements
of the scorpion. They began to search for it with candles and lanterns. But they
couldn’t find the scorpion. They said that her sins of the previous birth would be
washed and it reduces the misfortunes of her next birth. The peasants prayed that
the poison would purify her desires and ambitions. His mother was pained as they
were speaking.

The narrator’s father who a rationalist. He was trying some powders, herbs
and mixtures on her toe. He even poured a little paraffin upon the bitten toe and put
a match to reduce the pain. Next a holy man performed his rites to tame the poison.
But only after twenty hours the pain subsided. His mother thanked God that the
scorpion picked on her and spared her children. Thus the poem brings out the
mother’s love and sacrificial thoughts as well as the superstitions and ignorance

practised by the villagers.
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PARAGRAPH

1. Describe the reaction of the peasants?
The peasants were the neighborhood of the mother. They came to sympathize with

the mother. When they heard that the mother was stung by a scorpion they came
like a swarms of files. They buzzed the name of the God hundred of time to
paralyze the evil. They felt that the Scorpion moves, it is poison also move and
spread all over. The mother’s suffering was caused by the sins that she committed
in the previous birth and the pain will also made her life happy in the next birth.
The good and evil had to be balanced and therefore her pain will reduce the evil.
The peasants were uneducated, ignorant and superstitious and they did not know if
the Scorpion stung that the pain will reduce after sometime. This is a simple truth

but they had a blind belief.
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