A NINCOMPOOP — Anton Chekhov

I. Fill in the blanks:
1. Nincompoop means _S ‘l' u,;h;cj /DO)USC/VL‘

2. is the governess in “A Nincompoop”g W

3. j(ﬂ}u c. was sick for four days.
J o

4. A tea cup and saucer is the A /Don-'of the_maste};. -
5. The master told Julia that they agreed 7L'J 4 (&'month.

(Kolya, stupid person, heirloom, thirty rubles, Julia Vassilyevna)

/,\a \/CUB’S)‘Z‘/Q\'/H&"

II. Choose the best answers:
1. The Master played a littlé joke on

a) Vanya b) Merci’ c)dulia vassilyevna d) kolya
2. Anton Chekhov was a writer.

) Russian b) American c) Indian d) British

3. Finally the Master gave rubles to Julia.
a\)/{ghty b) sixty c) Eleven d) Three
4. On 10™ of January the master gave rubles to Julia.

a) Nine b)fen c)Eleven d) Three

5. The master sybtracts from Julia’s working days.
a) gjfe/s‘f;days b) Three Sundays c) Four Sundays
d) Six Sundays

IIL. State whether the following statements are true or false :

L. At the end of the story, Julia decides to leave her job. %a, 7y

2. The narrator wishes to cheat the governess. %Q/&JQ,
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h
overness does not speak a word of protest. /M

3. The g .
4. For the carelessness of Julia the master charged twenty more rubles. %
5 Julia remains dumb founded with her eyes filled with tears. TM

IV. Synonyms : - Ué r %/‘O / ng

1. Nincompoop

2. Spineless - )'m/tc/
3. Subtract - QéQo/u QZ’
4, Perspiration . . 3 WQQ%

5. Heedless - % %‘{L/ /'Z‘f " 7%0./)7;/; .

V. Answer the following in one or two sentences:

1. What lgnd of a person was Julia?
\;u/'a Vot Via JA G /5/),‘,:,0/;;‘/5 /.wc,v}scm. 'ﬂ)\-" )4 ek
-~ , ; ) i
o s Ce ,00.0'{; FHhat Lhe Lad nog s e d j{m‘ Lo+ “UO‘O‘?O fo &
N

ol O (.;"':5 ¥
A

2. What was the actual Wwage agreed between the master and the governess

Julia?
,7:& OC‘f/ u cbp &uotjo. agve o_q/ Ao'/wcs o 7 mans (J7 and ’/\CL

wlio 4 i{m‘ \T:(/ "B"ZL/J/:,S 7{-@ a mon 1t

P . : £
9 pYOIALLA

3. What was the wage told by the master at the time of payment?

R '™ )
A o Time Payrant- Jhe moandey ), / Tat Ky

0.(7(0_04 7&‘9 chg/ub 7@{ Q mo;\_ﬁi‘ \

‘LC‘- C"“bC[ o=t ’)/C)"/ L7 }.J'La'
/ B / ’ { L /

Tuliok —&ﬂ Qe wok Yed /
Mo/ Are. . Haxy chen ‘”/Yu rn/a/sw/, Ako Cauggkoc/ ALYVS ?,.L-.w':j,' aryg
b/ew 4{,&‘( WAL , but nod ufley @ we vr/n

5. Why did the master deci :
y -y v er em}de to ‘gejtl/e‘ the acc((:)é(mtlof Julia? -y )
oy L£otpee QC/ Juwle /nmﬁr/ ey Ka OW' /=

\ Y/ / alas Cven omle v oo morTh
/S A‘Q OLIO[ fLO¢ L/ (AL /g ) - 0" u!‘,.‘ﬂ"t.u { 175; 2 Y
d{& ﬂb.f, ‘&) (Q,Q?‘flca ﬁﬁ, Q CCgUSﬂ_ = (% WLQ,':«; ,"L{..’-‘»/‘l’v‘:. (L}(DJ ,
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6. What was Julia’s work in master’s house?

720470 wans Aa goverress b C«? He Fwo cdi Fhen ,'2/ He mastey,

7. How many children did the master have? ‘
%{fd ma_:.’/C?'r /06/ 'f’bfb c,(,i/o/‘l(?ﬂ ’ //\{O&/C/Ct GAC/ \/OI.(y(_; ‘

8. How much money did Julia borrow from master’s wife?

Tudia bovroued TAroe vuhlos Frume foantar A o lo

9. Why did the master reduce two rubles from Julia’s salary?

(-/2?’ ma,y/o_t ‘Y(’dccm?/ %(fo ru,/J/t’_A. ASince {7“_(2,%. /<_oc/ A}D/‘:’A
2 #0a &4/, aref 5wt

10. Why did the master reduce Julia’s salary for seven days?
’ Q@ .

% mastey v efucodd J(oéz‘& A /éa/d}t/ v Aeve I’C/nU'(’””L"CQ
] \V
&ho docl ool fache ard Here was o wor k. whon e mask
e wes /),
11. After the deduction, how much amount did the master give Julia? /
,"Q‘.’

/szé'zr g/ a/eo/uc%'m, e ma/dgr (7*0»,1 ELC;G ,Of
ALLA/@S aD‘ZZa/ac« /gLLb/S’/YQC‘é{)I&r/ f;éc C'."nm:.:.‘mf} ON. Vi y T LS

LA~

12. Why was the master angry with Julia?
% mwﬂte'x wues Q,Y? T‘f/ u_)/‘ /t \%L:n " /q ) A Co ’ “.:'é; :i."""._‘ {
A‘Oyl C{,(makd LQ%’ /ga/a?;y

I3. Why did Julia say “merci” to her master?

Jelia fold o r¢, A ber mantey G
re/aveL ),u/;/p,s (&P Ao ‘v’/ga/a*é/ (.o/{c?/“/‘ﬁtz,ﬂ, Y e
Wosned glyen ary morey ad af,

14. Why did the master give Julia, the entire salary?

yl.(ﬁ(\a /Z)XQ' mQJ)'/Q ( aNg //7::} ()’.\‘"})"’C .(jrf" /u {r/ ,,S“':,’,'.J
Yealiap Aow khe Couded o & ploites
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ia?
hock for Julia’
the pleasant S
15. What Was

Sela /0/5 o 1~ téw mast,
Ao /Qa/bam’f (S'LOO/C 757 \
qane (j, {Z—L entive z@/ay %f &ﬁﬁig/ vubley

16. What was the Lesson learnt by the master?

axteX Jeaxnt e /Q/SAW /Laf na QCU»;(E
(e &(/Zf,q/ma:c/g/o}% A weak ad He peo

17. What was the wonder of the master? o : 5
T Meoter wondeve _w’é%f /e /bo,%)/\/a\
o boa  pf frthm/goo/’o /Q,:;@z, Diﬁfa

18. Why did the master’s wife give the governess, three days permission
not to work in the afternoon? /%YQO_ o i
T rrastors wigs gave He governers {
o

/»Q,rmzfsc&"w 007 B o 1o Ko abfﬁ—mom ) becaws a__

Ahe Pad Lootlacke

19. Whoisa governess? .
A Governews A e woman Qmpfo:j,e.a/ b Foacd
t/owug ckilever. /i o 7am,

bing a tree?

Q 7/”2,& y /ﬁo/\%/a ,7{5'7(;:. Aus

20. Who tore his own Jacket, when clim

//\/AOL C//%o/S}/(Lf
Jack7.

(Nge ]
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ESSAy

Anton Chekhov (1860 — 1904), the Fehowned R ygq;

an writer togk his
in medicine, and then gave j Up in favour of |;
egre

d

lCliltUlC. ”C haS

nov 159 p]"lys alld Sh()l[ St()lles.
o > (

“.”[[L“

He portrays the Rygs;

an people
lly, giving importance to atmosphere anq suggestion r
istically,
rcﬂll.

ather than
c\fcn(S-

Nincompoop is an extremely short story that presents 3 bit of
A

tion between the master and the governess of a family, which
ati
convers

' ituation into g
dly turns the whole serious  si
and unexpecte
suddenly

In this story the master asked the governess of his children Julila
ilyevna to come and meet him in his study room. He wanted to settdz

l:] 2:Slwyages even though she had not asked for it. The ag}r]ee:;ztm":ter
b:tween the governess and the master was 40 rubles a montl.. o
he had to give sixty rubles for two months. Julia rep -

i forty a month but when her master protested she remalrfe
:::]r msali;l);] ;:’]a:l e: n:,aSter told in that he would subtract the salesl;}; \t:dn::
Sund;lys and three holidays, she didn’t reply bujt hel: fa;eiary N
distress. Further the master told that he was ljeducmiteirwas ill and also
more days since there was no work when his daug In a trembling voice
When she hag toothache. Julia’s eyes filled with tears. I;les. After all the

she to]d her master that his wife had given her three ru

Y g llnd
$ )d ‘1\"1&[\1
whispere
deductions the master gave her eleven rubles. She
there was n, trace of anger on her face.
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The master was very much surprised to see such a nincompoop Who
never protested when the eighty rubles due to her was reduced to eleven, In
spite of all his harsh treatment she was thankful and blessed him mercj
When the master asked Julia why she blessed him, though he was crye] to
her. The governess replied that she was not paid in other places and so far
no one had given her any money. The master told her that he played only a
joke to teach her and gave her entire eighty rubles. The governess was very
much surprised and repeated the word ‘Merci’ several times. Thus the
author brings out the truth that in this world it is very easy to crush the

weak people.
PARAGRAPHS

1. What was the reaction of the governess when her salary was reduced

on various charges?

When her master told that he would subtract the salary for nine
Sundays and three holidays, she didn’t reply but her face showed her
distress. Further the master told that he was reducing her salary for seven
more days since there was no work when his daughter was ill and also
when she had toothache. Julia’s eyes filled with tears. In a trembling voice
she told her master that his wife had given her three rubles. After all the
deductions the master gave her eleven rubles. She whispered ‘Merci’ and

there was no trace of anger on her face.
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joke to teach her and gave her entjre eighty rubles

THE DIAMOND NECKLACE — Guy De Maupassant

L Fill in the blanks:
1. Guy De Maupassant was a famous 7’5’ Qr)cj; novelist.

2. Mr. Loisel was a petty clerk in the Al )/d/)/[’/g%ty C%ﬁ gc/ucg @%
3. Mathilde dreamt that she was born for al| 4kl - and Ky in
the world. @(ﬁ ,éLCa CL;% CUKOj ‘ Zd)’ LLLes
4. is the rich friend of Mathilde. /\//\ me IO Y Q,’s’})!l\a’(

5. Loisel gave Mathilde to purchase a decent dress. ;Z;) 0% ,lu.rrAc d
7@’(‘.( NCA

(Delicacies and Luxuries, French, Mme. Forestier, Ministry of

Education, Four hundred francs)
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I1. Choose the best answers:
. Loisel gave his wife his savingsof ___ to buy a nice dress

a) four hundred rupees b) four hundred dollars
ﬁ)jodundred francs d) five hundred rupees

2. Mathilde went away with her treasure. ‘The treasure’ refers to

a) A pearl necklace b)@d/amond necklace c) A bracelet d) A

Venetian cross

3. Despite hard work and frugal living it took to clear the debts,
)40 years b) 10 months c) S years d) S months

4. The neckla , Mathilde borrowed was not worth more than
aX}(O/:ancs b) 500 dollars ¢) 500 pounds d) 500 yen

5. The husband bought her a dress with the money he had saved for buying
a

a) ﬁ{n/ b) guitar c) watch d) shirt

III. State whether the following statements are true or false:

1. Loisel got the invitation without any difficulty for the bal]. /;ULQ,Q_
2. Mathilde was very happy to reéeize_ the invitation, TYCLQ.,
3. She got flowers for ten francs, / 0.

—
4. The necklace Mathilde borrowed wag a false one. /31000
—
5. Monsiour Loisel was working in the Ministry of Education. /)LLLQ
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. Sy 'Gro.p'@ | !‘

| petulantly " Kép ] .
Intlmate B . 760:{\’

g -wglw/@'

3 Bfoth * '

4 Exultant

- ﬁe;eof) %j&ou& | ;

5 Or iental

v, Answer the following in one or two sentences : |

Why was Mathilde unhappy? ; _ J
L M/C/ 3 Lo}Aa/ 1A a/arp.@ oud CLNMJPLJ /aely
3

_ hot & é&é ,Q'/LO}‘ /Slu;f/ Loar bosh fu o Fomi)
A ALZ!/’DL/'%(!:;:/C- elonom:C Ltedus. /qﬂi/g% fQ.a/A o8 éu/na:(a/\ 4 /?Z;/:im:

TS ( s 1
y ZWhy did Mathilde refuse to visit her friend? ATrdaly,

Joihol dodla viek fviane calleo Mo forastisy,

o Hilde y Ui
,{n m/si?i/mof;e jauf) ,g,(_g i o 1\07L N2y, # (Q,Y oL (i Qg 7 | {

P p o ) 4 : . )
fnt 10030 r/ lov  Ofes pai, |

hosted the party? 5 | |
3 7\%:10/\{/?;,4\4%@\( O’P 20/000.-/(.0% a L.Cl /\f/\o\c/a ma. 2&, m/DOA. mQaut

[oAited /M/w?/(?f - |

s Mathilde not pleased with the invitation? ) | "
* Whﬁ);/\‘:ffh/o/e as n,of ﬂa/);;é/ 443'/7/( /",Q, : /AV/,('C-/LLO,\_ /?/ACQ/ ,g[
ko ww /gaar}r‘*—g’uﬁ A toea™ 3 [Ae /D’C-}'__f )

o feandh Po [;Lzy G

5. Why did Mathilde’s husband save four hundred fran;:s‘?
mﬁ/bgi 0/5 ,ﬂ_bw }>a kd Lave ol ﬁ)m ﬂuAc Y

3M 7]%15 él\bbﬁ"a , )
£
6. How was Mathilde regarded at the party? 0, (| coomon F

. 3 .t ';}5’;’;)4.
o A e parly uliilde A e mosd o
d k'q#ﬁ'\da/\&, Ao’fﬁc;c_,fz/ %7 e R
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h

7. What changes come over, Mathilde after the loss of the necklace?
/‘(?arz:l/dﬁ- /\_D.O/ Zé) to5 ) 7/1;1 Ao J2aY 5 é, To/;q\e/ y /OO;‘.. . Q{Q
Aozﬁ W/ ’(5’07 7 '°Lo,/; heo o Ko ek /n Co o er{ﬂ madla.  Aervnie Loty

[ I . ‘ ord Sooel Sho dad Jos 7 Koy
olenic "“7/ A‘w’g’ba e ﬁéfy clrass /e /{'fuzf)ﬂfﬁ ard Goodf o Rmpey | '
8. What excuse did Mathilde give her friend for the delayed return of the

necklace? ton W el
Motlibh o] M. Foresdyut- Hlo? e dod bolsre 1 chiy
‘%{ ,ﬂ,t ro ¢ Xlots QA.C/ )7 &07‘,5 Aa )p lo monrd ,'fw €, /a/-'r/J .

giteg
(.’/{O‘I/}t Ry

28

9. When did Mathilde find out that her necklace was missing?

{Z é@”}) f’g ?(/Z.LZ/LJ o Bathirt i kome- 7 roro He /bgnr?/} IND /Mf/ o Aam ove,

_ . ralovevt Yot Loe AoOklace. JA  mfassh. ?
10. How did Loisel arrange for the money to purchase the necklaée?

/\O\Ok (5)’9 w il ,ZD;)& Q_/ /g)ga,kc/ o3 WQ,Q}Q/ £C70713/OLC::' C(/:) MOI..QC/ "/gm.q

all Jind a7 owrees Moplaeginy Ao vid ‘o Hehs-ed s

Guy de Maupassant (1850 — 1893), was a French short story writer
and novelist. He was a clerk in the Naval Ministry for a few years, but was

keenly interested in writing and apprenticed himself to the celebrated

novelist. He published about 300 stories and six novels.

The subject matter of his stories is varied, but most of the stories are
based on his personal experiences of the world of the minor civil servant

and of the Norman peasant. He observed the human scene with a sense of

humour but never failed to notice the ironies of life. In the Diamond
Necklace, Mathilde borrowed a diamond necklace from a friend and
attended a fashionable dance party and in the excitement of dancing, lost

the borrowed necklace and suffered a life of poverty to buy a diamond
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o0 substitute. And then came the discovery, that the neck|
a : ace

ckl the friend was a cheap one with ajf;

cial stones,

Math“ de Loisel was a pretty young lady. She Was married to

: a petty
She regretted the life of poverty that destined to lead. Her husbang

erk. : . .
cl o the other hand, satisfied with theijr cconomical life

i Mathilde

i 4 for exquisite food, frocks and jewels. She wanted to be pleased and
e

o be adored-

One evening, her husband came home with a large envelope in his
pand. It WS an invitation to a party thrown by the Minister of public
cstruction and his wife at their residence. But Mathilde was not delj ghted.
he had no proper dress to wear for the occasion. Her husband gave her
four hundred francs for ordering a new dress. Even then, she was not

satisfied. She had no jewels to put on. Her husband suggested getting a

jewel from her rich friend, Madame Forestier.

Mathilde borrowed a diamond necklace from Madame Forestier.
She was the toast of the Minister’s party. She was the prettiest and the
most well dressed woman. After the party was over, she rushed home with

her husband. At home, she was shocked to discover that the diamond

necklace was missing.

The Loisels made hectic efforts to replace the missing jewel. They
found 5 similar jewel in a shop. It costs forty thousand francs. Loisel had
“Ighteen thousand francs. He borrowed the rest. The new jewel was

bo :
Ught anq delivered to Madame Forestier.
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Mathilde’s life had changed now. She did all the household choreg
Loisel under took a part time job. They saved enough money for ten years
to pay off their debts. One day Mathilde met Madame Forestier on the way,
She told her, how they had suffered due to her diamond necklace. Madame
Forestier gave her the shock of her life telling her that her necklace was

only an imitation. It was only worth about five hundred francs.

PARAGRAPHS

1. What kind of person was Mathilde Loisel?
The protagonist of the story, Mathilde has been blessed with

physical beauty but not with the affluent life style. She yearns for she feels
deeply discontented with her lot in life. When she prepared to attend a ball,
she borrows a diamond necklace from her friend Madame Forestier. She
loses the necklace and works hard for ten years to pay off the debt. She

bought for the replacement of the necklace. Her one night of radiance cost

her no chance for future happiness.

2. Write a short note on Monsieur Loisel.

Mathilde’s husband Monsieur Loisel is content with the small
pleasures of his life. He does his best to appease Mathilde’s demands and
assuage her complaints. He loves Mathilde immensely, but does not truly
understand her, and he seems  to underestimate the depth of her
unhappiness.  When Mathilde loses the necklace, Monsieur Loisel

sacrifices his own future to help her to repay the debt.
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SI(efCh the character of Madame Forestier.,
d Mathilde’s wealthy friend, Madame orestier tre

: : ats Mathit 4. 1.
qthilde is bitterly jealous of Madame Foresticr athilde kindly,

She lends Mathilde

ually been worth nothing.
ac

4, What are the circumstances that led to Mathilde’

klace?

s borrowing of the
diamond P |
Guy de Maupassant (1850 — 1893), was a French short story writer

and povelist. He was a clerk in the Naval Ministry for a few years, but was

reenly interested in writing and apprenticed himself to the celebrated

novelist. He published about 300 stories and six novels.

The subject matter of his stories is varied, but most of the stories are
based on his personal experiences of the world of the minor civil servant
and of the Norman peasant. He observed the human scene with a sense of
humour but never failed to notice the ironies of life. In the Diamond
Necklace, Mathilde borrowed a diamond necklace from a friend and
attended a fashionable dance party and in the excitement of dancing, lost
the borrowed necklace and suffered a life of poverty to buy @ diamond
lecklace ag 5 substitute. Later it was discovered that the necklace borT

owed

fom the friend, was a cheap one with artificial stones.
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Mathilde’s life after she had lost the necklace?
ribe :

5. Desc ung lady. She wag i
Mathilde Loisel was a pretty young lady Married tg ,

: Ctty

lerk. She regretted the life of poverty that destined to lead. 1y, hUSband
clerk. . . . .

on the other hand, satisfied with their economical [ife Mathild

was, ¢

desired for exquisite food, frocks and jewels. She wanted to be Pleaseq o

to be adored.

One evening, her husband came home with a large envelope ip 1
hand. It was an invitation to a party thrown by the Minister of public
instruction and his wife at their residence. But Mathilde was not delighteq
She had no proper dress to wear for the occasion. Her husband gave her
four hundred francs for ordering a new dress. Even then, she was not
satisfied. She had no jewels to put on. Her husband suggested getting g

Jewel from her rich friend, Madame Forestier.

Mathilde borrowed a diamond necklace from Madame Forestier,
She was the toast of the Minister’s party. She was the prettiest and the

most well dressed woman. After the party was over, she rushed home with

her husband. At home, she was shocked to discover that the diamond
necklace was missing,

Scanne d with CamScanner



