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Critical Study of the Novel 111
m ".l. Great Expectations,” says K. J. Ficlding, “is done better

Great Expectations is Dickens's curioue - illi
entire drift of the story reveals how :I:‘::;;ru[u;icﬁ:sbgﬁléﬂﬁi s
sec that making his living by sticking labels on blacking homcsmin:s
~ubbing shoulders with boys who were not gentlemen, was as little
pameful as being the genteel apprentice in the office of Mr Spenlow
“.w_;bmlhmd writer recording the unendin twaddle of the House

Commons and its overflow of clecti i :
ﬁ%ﬂmmm in the muntr;.'?munumg i DT o

T A. Jackson remarks, “Both as art and as
fﬁl that Lytton gave in urging that the shaping of a lifetime in Estella

raculously undone. Save for this tho Grear Expectations i

pe ectly constructed and perfectl ;:ng%tn of all Dickens’s w.:nrlil:lsc
__dou“nlh that misty moo ight scene in Miss Havisham’s
: but,nsShawsuggesls,uuh_Pipuqumnathcnbiddhg

_ E . :
i
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' y and forlorn garden of their childhood they ‘

1 st ,
:::‘: subie lfa?ﬂl\tu;v;‘;ms f humanity exiled, but not ulterly Without
reminiscent O .
hope, from another gaf en. - .
i h f}ld was all before them, where to choose
b lace of rest, and Providence their guide
Rclrtﬁmd 1 hand, with wandenng steps and slow.
Thfzugh Eden took their solitary way . ‘
' int of characicrimiiun 4lso, Great Expectations i
From the view-pY ~acters in this novel are much mg;,

a successful piece gtr art. The Lhdrldcém:“a and Bidt}y are hcl_lt:r than
real than SIS “:i = ?n pﬂrlra}'ing women before. The way in which
aqyl.hmg he had m:)cbbcr)f and sexual P“"S‘i"m iugclht:F P ml”"‘“?
chkf:m_ w:avcsjsn s the aster defender of criminals, and
i 2 :ﬁgtglcul:ial clerk, Dickens attempts al ONCE A pair of
= . cg. rting characters: Of the WO, -Wcmn*ftclf with hig

surprising and diverting 1y, wh : . man in Little Britain, anothe
| !:mssmnlm ‘poﬂﬂb: I:LOEICC- {,‘:q real for the time she lasts, is Py
| in Walworth, :::lmshrc wish sister, naturally known only as Mrs. Joe, wh,
domincenng : by hand, bul also gave him the impression thy

Gargery marry her by hand.” Joc himself, wy
maﬂd gunriravcring .aﬂcclwn. grows on one, :_:
Pocket, with his ‘natural incapacity to do apﬂh;ng secret and
" Despite this Dickens makes the returned convict highly probabe
even before he puts forward his life history. A deserted child, an outcag
inevitably hardened under the prison system, wha

1 I - -
ﬁc:wg he likely to be? The passionate gratiludp to Pip, curiousy

¢ i mmmlnMI SOIl.lcth:lng thﬁﬂ\?ﬂ makmgu
E:ummsbd fused o T ; hlm,lsperfccllymplauins[:loc;
g socicty R ught not to lay such stress on the change in
g the search for him has begun. Surely the greater change
mphmhpip,mdjmtbecausc of this he sees his convict benefactor

qualitics that make Great Expectations s greal and so g

Other _
are humour, p;thﬂand't]!cblcndofthcsetwo. Dickens has made the
novel more ﬂﬁw | some touch of autobiography also. The

'_natnral and the narration casy and
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CTER SKETCHES

C

oy (1) MAJOR CH

——

- +he best drawn heroes of Djcl
j e of the besl L aat . CKeng,
(1 P_P_ i undnubtcdl}’ cg?vc d of all his creations. He is brgy Up‘:,;

au wn VY. Mrs. J{)e (;Hfgi:‘ry [ICalS 3
palura ©"yoe Gargen treated as if 1 had mslgich(?dh

is the most 0 “hgrs. always
hand by his St an ’ofP. o, wacslictales of reason, religion apg Op
use 15 n to lhe bf— [’ » p mﬂralu
1or arguments of my best friends.” Thjg ; “’ha?

|

rgu ial prestige, no
and asﬂ“’s'd‘hh‘f;s existence. Pip; 1 fﬁahﬂ? Irlgp?%(:gh !:rﬂugﬁ ame, (2Rl
Pip thinks . - His is @ chlldl,] ame. H, :
of a human being. B 0 4 1 con’ by Mrs. Joe Gargery. :
called ‘small and birth and breeding, Pip possesses a noble j
msmw-oromsm and still more interesting are the m_gan,
He himsclf is mterﬂ-‘::f:s&at self-knowledge, realizes the valye of Cals
which l}t:Jﬂm Gargery and Bicdy, and puts himself righy 5 I
he has sbgl;_lcd in f?—;n ds. According to Prof. Baker,
we ‘E,;T": character-study is Dickens’s one serious study of the groy
g P nality: and, though he lets Pip tell the story, he Manage
m to bring out the true significance and the humg,
of the strange situations, without showing his own hand, g
notably, without the heavy moralizing which Thackeray put in (g
mouth of his imaginary autobiographer in Lovel the Widower, whic
appeared this same year.”
~ Pip is unlike David. His airs of dignity and condescension make
him an easier [ﬂcy to ridicule, and are the cause of untold anguish wher
he discovers the odious source of all his great expectations. He has 2
great disgust for Uncle Pumblechook and Orlick. He has his ow
!ﬂmpm mdofhgc own ch;ltd;s:a feartsa.klt is fear that dprompts him to obey
dictates convi to take victuals and a file to him.
Mks}hvishamisthetuming“" '
H L Jpoint 1n his life. It is his visit to Sats
ouse, the dousc of Miss Havisham, that makes him determir
Pip Mﬂﬁ. Onmmhmhfe.ltbrmgsgrcatchangesinhlshf&
m.hw;s;thcm““bl‘; ¢ day to me, for it mad:egal changes
out of it and thip}k ho:ﬁhmﬂe:mmm eddﬂys‘l‘ﬂ
e _ different its course would have been
i m_ Hll m . w d
greal expectations, He hegir.  20¢ boy’ becomes a young sl
begins to live a gentleman. He 1s
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- Character Sketches 161
discontent with blacksmithy. The desire lo - :
: i et L0 possess Estella strike
roots in his boyish heart and begins to disturb his boytoy L <C deeP
His attitudes towards so =

pinks all these great expectations come from Miss Havisham and he
A # * .
Satis House. Under this new Inspiration and enthusiasm, he fori::: vcr;'

wrong impressions about the people.

He rejects old gods and becomes ashamed of his hom
=% qu romantic ﬁame of Ipve for Estella consumes all hisca?fncw:
“angel-like J(:‘vc Gargery. He is very happy at his lot and declares about

~ «She adopted Estella, she had as good as adopted me, and it could
not fail to be her intention to bring us together. She reserved it for
~ me to restore the desolate house, admit the sunshine into the dark

rooms, set the clocks again and the cold hearths ablazing, tear
cobwebs, destroy her varmint; in short, do all the shini
knight of romance, and marry the Princess.”
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I lla’ says Prof. Miller, is by j .

But ‘P‘lp_s bmuisﬁl ais a.y[ovc which is hascdﬂ(‘::r}i'l'.'lalul.c

.a g[f-de.gepumh the Vﬂry bcgin]"n E:r,lclla looks (.!(]Wn Upon P’:‘ l]:;..n
ﬁgugﬁ Pip 1s awarc 0 this fact a'(']d his igmy 'v’lls:lp like

a cti‘ld star. A hat he will succeed in bringing down the sigp - e
Ty and vl be abi to marty her 0L EOREe b e el
o use of roses when over? Egpy. he

end. But what is (¢ B0 0t per vouth. Hell

mamg; l:: ﬂd:, longer that roselike fresh blooming maiden, Who |
had |0V6d—but a shattcred, frustraled, Val'lqtllshcd Wom, t

A mdm with the burden of shame and remﬂrscd{;;

her shoulers.” .

t his real benefactor is not Miss Ha\'isham’

A ty, but Magwitch. “This dl.scmreq, i 5

deccption of 18 B O radiction, Pip has 1"
collapsed, and he finds himself bac s |

was at the opening of the story.” Noy, j,

his expectations 1s not Miss Havishp,

Lt
=‘."¢
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Character Sketches

J
ds life as a comfortable journey.

He regadr
and patiently. He is never on the horns 0 .
ces. But he obeys every dictation of F&e. He is

1o cnrcnmsl
god " (caring and just. l-lc is never lyranmcal against anybody.
«There is a veritable sublumly in such gooduess of hcart and utt
lfishness, SU such sweetness of disposition, and humility combined mlha
sejf respect that it sounds superhuman. But Joe is credible; tb:
A (Bakcr) He is, indeed, onc of the most lovable creatures ever

b]acbmlth. Hc marrics Pip's sister. H :
SIdI.‘- of Ins mootme:, '::dw wig
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