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Hodais the daughter of Jowish Russian Immigrants living in
Winnipeg's North End, Her parents wero marriad in Russia whon the
blague (cholera) was rampaging through the country. Thero was o
belief that if two people who were disablod (elthor mentally or
physically) were married in the Jewish cemetery the plague would be
halted. Hoda's_mather,_Rahg), had a slight hump and her father,
Danile,w\;v:s”blind so they were the chosen two and the village
;rfcﬁ;i;ised to support them in return.

The plague in fact did stop although Danile's own mother
died of it. However, soon enough the village grew lired of supporting
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family's sole source of income away. Danile’s uncle decided thay th
best way of supporting them would be to donate large sums o th:
Jewish orphanage and Old Folks Home and have Hoda movye into
the orphanage and Danile move into the seniors’ home. Hoda and
Danile refused to be separated and the uncle washed his hands o
them.

Meanwhile, Danile-had started to learn how to do basket
weaving before Rahel's death and he felt he could continue to do
that at home to support Hoda and himself. However, the basket
weaving didn't bring in much money. Hoda started to clean houses
to earn some money too but there was never enough. The local
butcher gave Hoda scraps of meat if she would touch his penis and
cause him to ejaculate. It was not far from that to Hoda having sex

with young men for payment.

She was so innocent that she thought she could not get
pregnant from that because she was not.having intercourse with just
one man. Of course, the inevitable happened and she did get pregnant
but she didn't realize she was pregnant. One night she woke from
sleep with labour pains and she gave birth by herself without even
waking her father. The baby boy was alive so Hoda decided to take
him to the Jewish_arphanage to which her uncle had donated s0
much money. She left a note that led people to think the child was
the illegitimate offspring of the Prince of Wales who had visited
Winnipeg at the appropriate time.

The story continues with the lives of Hoda, Danile and Hoda's
son. David (also called Pipick because of his out-turned belly button
that resulted from Hoda’s inexpert tying of the umbilical cord).

The story in Winnipeg starts before the_First World War and
continues past World War I1. Hoda is a witness and participant in the
Winnipeg General Strike and her involvement with the Communist
Party continues. Thus the novel is also a revelation of the Lex'.ifh
experience in the North End of Winnipeg as well as an exploration®
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Hoda's unusual lifestyle. Hod
she persists in keeping her father unaware of it. Danile really was not
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CRITICAL ANALYSIS OF CRACKPOT

This novel has many shocking moments that would have
book impossible to publish had it not been written by an
ter. Crackpot’s central character, Hoda, is a
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view that is seldom dealt with in literature,
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ush this story along are unforgettable.
ving the butcher a hand job to get

some extra scraps of meat, then forced to lick the consequences off
her hand; a young teen Hoda giving birthin her sleep after not knowing
she was pregnant, then chewing the umbilical cord off; and, last but
not least, the climactic scene when Hoda's son, David, purchases
his mother's services without either of them knowing their relation.
But these scenes aside, this is a very happy and light hearted story.
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. : sees how this has affected other people and there is more out
re. She gets a good job, and a marriage proposal. All's well that
ends well,
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