Ninety-year-old Hagar Shipile \ :

' _ e Y, who lives wi -

his “.-l.fe, Doris, reminisces about her.childhoss i\:.ﬁ;‘e;;gz Ma?’"? and
rown in western Canada. Shf{ grew up in a large house with aas’t::lrn1 i‘tlt(;:la] |
her brothers, Matt and Daniel, and the housekeeper, Auntie Dblla S;rc;

recalls the day Daniel fell through the ice while skati
put developed a fever and died. P WAL Skating. He was rescued

.Tht_e narra?ive returns to the preseﬁt. Over tea,i\'}.Iarvir.l says he is
considering sell_mg the house and buying something smaller. Hagar insists
that the house is hers. Marvin reminds her that she made it out to him
when he took over her business affairs, but Hagar still regards it as her
OWIL. | T | .

Hagar is visited by the minister, Mr. Troy, but she has little patience
with him. The narrative then returns to Hagar’s youth. She recalls being
sent to an academy for young ladies in Toronto. She hoped to become a
schoolteacher, but her father insisted that she keep the accounts at his

' store. Hagar met Brampton Shipley at 2 dance, and married him against
her father’s wishes. ) L '

Back in the present, Hagar
planning to move herto a nursing
time about the death of her brother Ma
of his will. . hat Hagat

After another episode in the present, n Whlc: 1;;&;"0 1;:: rtogm. Tiis
is forgetful and confused, she gazcs at the photogrey band, in which

. s with her hus
Prompts more reminiscence, O

Fshopping trip is try to persuade
Bram’s boorish behaviour mace her VAR 0 home. Hagar wonders
Hagar that she will receive bette .

r care
Whether they will be able to for

discovers that Marvin and Doris are
home. Later, she reminisces again, this
tt, and how her father cut her out

ce her to move.
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In the doctor’s office, Hagar recalls how Bram boasted about hoy, -

successful he would be. He planned to switch from farming to raising -
horses. but he was not a good businessman and nothing ever came ofhig
]

plans. |
When Hagar sees Dr. Corby, she loathes the physical examination E |

After supper, Marvin and Doris take her for a drive in the country, by ]
Hagar is alarmed when she discovers {hey arc visiting the nursing home,
While there, Hagar finds fault with everything, She meets two residentg
of the home, Miss Tyrrwhitt, whom she dislikes, and Mrs. Steiner, tg
whom she takes a liking. She also recalls the birth of her first son, Marvin,
and for a moment thinks a man in the summer house is her late husband,

As she waits in the hospital for x-rays to be taken, Hagar returns to
memories of her marriage. While her life was filled with household chores,
her husband would oflen prefer to spend time duck-shooting or drinking, =

The doctor recommends that Hagar be admitted to the nursing home,
but she still resists. She recalls her second son, John, who used to get into
fights at school and engaged in dangerous games with his friends. She
recalls how, after watching Bram create an embarrassing scene in the
store formerly owned by her father, she decided to leave him. = ;

Back in the present, Marvin tells Hagar she must move into the
nursing home in a week’s time. ~~  ° | -

Hagar makes plans to flee before she can be taken to thé home.
Then the narrative returns to her decision to leave Bram, who had no -
objections to her departure. | . . :

Putting her plan of escape into action, Hagar cashes her old-age
pension check, buys food supplies and takes a bus to a quiet place called
Shadow Point. Once in the countryside she finds an abandoned building, =
near to the fish cannery, long since closed. It is in a valley near the sea ;;'
She inspects it with approval. Her new abode leads into another flashbacky =
to her memories of her life after she left Bram, when she worked as a3

housekeeper for an elderly man, Mr. Oatley.

Hagar wakes in her makeshift home. She shivers in the cold as she |

lies on a mildewed, damp mattress.

The narrative goes back to Hagar ’s life du
of the 1930s. John found it hard to

to live with his father. Two years later, g
returned to live at the family home. Dro

yring the Great Depression
find work, and returned {0 Manawalq
ame sick, and Hagap'

Bram bec¢ %
ght and economic depression
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s L - ligel
had hit the region, and Hy

. o gl! gal' fOllnd . 1
was so sick he did not T€cognize herth: "lh0use in poor condition, 5 03
y Al Nn. Bry

father until his death.

Hagar wakes in the MoMming fe

: r, and t :
rai wate fwin li)en walks down 5 path 1o the soq g ks from a pai] of
children playing, but when they sce her they rus - ‘c cnicounters two
- wooded area and rests on g fallen tree naway, She walkg through
with John after Bram died. Thej; relationship w

Eventually, when Hagar returned to P Was a quarrelsome one,

( Mr. Oatley?

sccompany her. Rctummg the following yeatry :I:;;S(;;:;hr;rte}fusejd .
A, ed that John

en . Hagar disapproved of the match.

The chapter ends in the present, with Hagar

eling g
ling sore, She drin

walking to the cannery.
Hagar explores the cannery and settles herself o some old bo

A seagull flies around the room; Hagar throws a box at the bird, injuring

it. At night, a man enters the cannery. He is Murray Lees, who sa,ys gxe hai

come to the cannery for some peace and quiet. As they d,rink the bottle of

wine Lees has brought with him, Lees tells Hagar about how his son was

killed in a fire at the family home. o

The narrative returns to the past. Hagar relates how John and Arlene
were killed when John bet his friend he could drive a truck across a railroad
bridge. They were hit by a freight train. Hagar returned to Mr. Oatley’s
house. :

In the cannery, Lees has been listening to her story and commiserates
with her. They spend the night together, leaning against boxes. Lees
comforts Hagar when she wakes up in the night sick.

ds that Lees has gone. He returns with
t Hagar is safe. Suffering from
here she lies ina ward of about

In the morning, Hagar fin _
Marvin and Doris, who express relng ;ha
exposure, Hagar is taken to the hospital where ks
thirty ‘-’-’Omen,g complaining about the Jack of privacy. .;.L ﬁ}ﬁ;};(::i?ething =
the paticnts in the adjoining beds, but later finds iclos‘e S anawaka
common with Flva Jardine, who comes from a tow

. and Doris visit,
w. When Marvinl and I '
They cxchange news of people they kr::' ghter, is getting married. Hagar

they tell Hagar that Tina, her grandd ks Doris to 8ive it to Tina.
pulls o rine from her finger and as "
a sapphire ring trom hich she shares Wi

‘ i_private 100 A L
Hagar is moved into @ semi-priva ¢ appendix ou

v] 0 is
Sandra Wong, a sixteen-year-old girl wh

’ oris VIS
Hagar tries to calm Sandra’s fear: olr)ds o
clergyman sings a hymn, and the

S
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unhappiness in life has been caused by her pride. L{itef , She TeCeiyeg
visit from her grandson. In the night, Sandra is in pain. Hagar fetcheg ;
bedpan for her, struggling the few steps (o the bathroom and back Aa
nurse arrives and is horrified to find Hagar out of bed, but when the ml.rse
leaves, Hagar and Sandra laugh together about the incident. Marvip Visits
and Hagar tells him he has always been good to her. Finally, Hagar, cloge
to death, holds a glass of water in her hands and is ready to drink. Ty,
novel ends at this point. | —
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