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PLOT OF THE NOVEL

~—

troduction
g Gora is a voluminous work, much longer than all the other oy,
Tagore has written about eight novels. Of which the most famous 1, The

World, Sesher Kavita and Char Adhyay and Jogajoe
gzzcﬂf:ig;esigniﬁcanl is Gora. It was written by him in 1999 just aJ'[:,I
the partition of Bengal in 1905. The partition of Bengal gave rise loave
big movement in 1905. This movement stirred thc.nauoyal COnsClousnes
of the country and ushered in the great movement in India on a mass scale,
Therefore the novel Gora is full of national consciousness. The movemey
awakened the spirit of revolt and freedom against British Imperialism, |
also gave Tagorc to portray the national hero Gora who is really the*
symbol of internationalism. Therefore. Tagore could not check himselfg
introduce hot arguments — political and social in the body of the novel.

Polemics in the Novel

. Goraisfullof those issues which werc at that time very much present
in the political and social spheres of Bengal. Thus in the novel there is
long discussion on the conflict between Brahmo Samaj and traditional

induism. In the novel, Gora who s essentially a Christian, represents

;j:r!gglcbtebg;wpcn the two families of Gora and Paresh Babu on this issue.
e einning to end the novel discusges this issue very hotly.
e g;:u of Nationalism i the Novel
roughout th : 1
freedom, Gora, the hgrg{uﬁ'e{ Tagore deals with the problem of Indian

peaps o < FBHSand wel oy 5t the countryside of Bengaland

PEOple of the ryry] €ing of the farmers n
a » Students and commo

a:g students of colgge ﬁf l:en 7 ahe defence of the common people
2 Suceessful jp g, '¢ 135 Lo pasg gpe month in prison, Tagore has

of ludia"-FSh rule was nogp; © readers the outrages of the British
slavery gy g p 2T€TS Of Beponl 2876t SUppression of the poor people
¢ hands of 1 g8 Were suffering injustice and political

S a rearllﬂf;bcmlers' This has been amply sﬁown in

- POTtrayal of the suffering people of
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Plot of the Novel 33

Mrs. Baroda and Paresh Baby

Mrs. Baroda and Paresh Babu are ma;or char '
pasesh Babu was a servant in Dh'aka_and in Jl.')hal-t:.’a hf::':; Ianf:it::ig?:;t
was his close associate. When his friend was aboyy 1o die, he gave his
Jaughter (Sucharita), his son (Satish) and his al| property to Paresh Babu
{or taking care as trusty. Paresh Baby already had three daughters Lolita
Lcela and Labanya. Paresh Babu looked after Sucharita like his own
dnugglcr.lf:?;dc-?-: f:g'gltli:-;ﬂi;ickyni ﬁ::ersun lzamsclhtm the other hand, Mrs,
? in the novel,
S:ITI H;E)rimghjni. She did not like her, © (reated badly bex own

Anandmoyl and Krishna Dayal

Anandmoyi and Krishna Dayal were the parents of Gora. At the
time of Mutiny, a lady came to their house whose husband was already
dead and after giving blrth to a child she also djed. That was Gora. So
Gora was not their own child but they looked after him like a child. Binoy
was Gora’s friend and Anandmoyi and Paresh Baby also looked after
Binoy like his own child. Anandmoyi was very kind and from the

beginning to the end Anandmoyi seems like a real mother of both.
Anandmoyi also took care of both of them,

Binoy's Marriage with Lolita

Binoy was Gora's friend and he loved Lolita, After the steamer
journey Lolita also loved Binoy. But there was a problem in his marriage.,
The problem was that Binoy was non-Brahmo and Lolita was Brahmo 50
the caste problem was a big hindrance in their marriage. And there was
an other problem which Mohim who wanted his daughter Sasi’s marriage
with Binoy. But Binoy loved Lolita most so he was ready to become a
Brahmo. And he thought that after being a Brahmo there would be no
problem of caste. But Lolita did not agree with the Binoy’s opinion and
atthe end, they marreed without joining in Brahmo Samaj. And after their

marriage everyone was happy except Mrs. Baroda because she wanted
that Binoy would be a Brahmo.

Gora’s marriage with Sucharita

, Gorawas the child of Anandmoyi and Krishna Dayal but he was not
lheir real son, He was the son of an Irish man so he also looked like an
aglish man. Gora was a great patriotic and he also loved Sucharita but
he knew that he was not a Brahmo and Sucharita was a Brahmo so this
Darriage would not take place so he never told her that he loved her. He
a4'a great spirit of patriotism. So he many times fought for corruption
E"d once he went to jail for one month on the order of Mr. Brown Law.
W after going tDjaiI he continucd his patriotic work.

Gora was against the marriage of Lolita and Binoy. At last when he
Kir?c 0 know that he was not a non-Brahmo, he was not Anandmoyi and
" Dayal’s son, he went to Paresh Babu’s house and said to him tha;
he:m %0t Christian and I can marry with Sucharita” and after that he too

hand in hig hand, and he went away.
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34 Tagore : Gora

Conclusion S
After reading the novel we can come to the conclusion that this
novel is a novel of character. Here Tagore has s_.uccccded in giving us the
character of Gora, Paresh Babu, Binoy, Mohim, Sucharita and Lolita,
Therefore thic can also be treated as a psychological novel. The novelist
of the prominent characters

has given us the inner picture of the minds .
|, It has given us the scene of

in the novel. The range of the novel is epica _ .
rs. The author has painted the social

contemporary Bengal in vivid colou
life of Bengal, The characters of the daughters of Paresh Babu have been
drawn in relation to their marriages. The plot of the novel is

well-developed. There is an element of suspense in the novel becausc the
secret of the birth of Gora has been kept hidden till the reader reaches
the end of the novel. And when the secret is given out the very theme of
the novel changes from nationalism to internationalism,
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Who were very close friends in Gora ?

3 (a) Sucharita, Binoy (b) Gora, Binoy
(c) Leela, Lolita (d) Gora, Labonya.
Ans. (b) Gora, Binoy.

32. Whom did Binoy love most ?

(a) Sucharila (b) Lolita
(c) Lila (d) Labonya.
Ans. (b) Lolita.

33. Whom did Gora love ?
(a) Sucharita (b) Labonya
(c) Lila (d) Lolita.
Ans. (a) Sucharita.

34. What were the name of Lolita’s sisters ?
(a) Radha, Sucharita (b) Lecla, Sucharita
(c) Lila. Labonya (d) Sucharita, Labonya.
Ans. (c) Lila, Labonya.

35. Who was Sucharita’s real brother ?
(a) Binov (b) Gora
(c) Haran (d) Satish.
Ans. (d) Satish,

36. What was the name of Mrs. Baroda's elder sister ?
(a) Anandmoyi (b) Harimohini
(c) Sucharita (d) Radha Rani.
Ans. (b) Harimohini.

37. What was the name of Harimohini’s brother-in-law ?
(a) Kalilash (b) Gora
(c) Satish (d) Binoy.
Ans. (a) Kailash.

38. Who decided 1o do penance ?
(a) Gora (b) Binoy
(¢) Abinash (d) Satish.

, Ans. (a) Gora.

39. Who went to jail ?
(a) Binoy (b) Abinash
(c) Haran (d) Gora.
Ans. (d) Gora.
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33,

Lh
LA

38.

39,

Who were the second parents of Gora ?
(a) Harimohini, Paresh Babu (b) Anandmoyi, Paresh Babu
(c) Binoy, Lolita (d) Anandmoyi, Kirshna Dayal.
Ans. (d) Anandmoyi, Krishna Dayal.

What was the real name of Sucharita ?

(a) Lolita (b) Radha Rani

(c) Labanya (d) Lila.

Ans. (b) Radha Rani.

Who changed the name of Sucharita 2

(a) Mrs. Baroda (b) Harimohini

(c) Lolita (d) Anandmoyi.

Ans. (a) Mrs. Baroda,

Gora’s real father belonged to :

(a) America (b) England

(c) France (d) Ireland.
Ans. (c) France.

Who wanted to change his religion ?

(a) Mohim (b) Gora

(c) Lolita (d) Binoy.

Ans. (d) Binoy.

Who was in the favour of Binoy, to join the Brahmo Samaj ?
(2a) Anandmoyi (b) Sucharita

(c) Mrs. Baroda (d) Harimohini.

Ans. (¢) Mrs. Baroda.
Whose marriage created many problems ?
(a) Binoy, Lolita (b) Sucharita, Gora

(c) Abinash, Sasi (d) Sucharita, Haran.
Ans. (a) Binoy, Lolita.

Who looked like an Englishman in the novel ?

(a) Binoy (b) Gora

(¢) Mohim (d) Haran.

Ans. (b) Gora.

Who did not want to come in the marriage of Binoy and Lolita ?
(a) Paresh Babu (b) Satish

(c) Binoy (d) Gora.

Ans. (d) Gora.
Who was in the favour of marraige of Binoy and Lolita °
(a) Paresh Babu (b) Mrs. Baroda

(¢) Anandmoyi (d) Krishna Dayal,
Ans. (¢) Anandmoy.
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42,

43.

45.

47.

49.

Gora went to jail for:
(b) One yecar

(a) One month

(c) One week (d) One day.
Ans. (a) Onc month.
What was the name of Dis

(a) Mr. Paresh Babu
(¢) Mr. Brownlow

Ans. (c) Mr. Brownlow.
Who were husband and wife ?

(a) Harimohini, Kailash

(c) Paresh Babu, Harimohini
Ans. (d) Paresh Babu, Mrs. Baroda.
Who was the father of Sasi:
(a) Gora

(c) Mohim

Ans. (¢) Mohim,

Who were the parents of Lolita ?
(a) Harimohini, Kailash (b) Paresh Babu, Mrs. Baroda
(c) Anandmoyi, Haran (d) Binoy, Sucharita.

Ans. (b) Paresh Babu, Mrs. Baroda.

Who was Sucharita’s real father ?

(a) Paresh Babu (b) Mohim

(c) Krishna Dayal (d) Ram Saran Haldar.

Ans. (d) Ram Saran Haldar.

Who want to do marriage with Sucharita ?

(a) Satish (b) Binoy

(c) Haran (d) Mohim,

Ans. (c) Haran.

Who wanted to open a school for girls ?

(a) Sucharita (b) Lolita

(c) Lila (d) Labonya.

Ans. (b) Lolita.

Who was preparing of penance for Gora ?

trict Magistrate ?
(b) Mr. James Law

(d) Mr. Krishna Dayal

(b) Krishna Dayal, Mrs. Barod
(d) Paresh Babu, Mrs. Baroda.

(b) Haran
(d) Binoy.

(a) Haran b 1

() Abinash (@ Binoy.

Ans. (c) Abinash,

The problem qf dowry came in the marriage of :

(a) Binoy, Lolita (b) Gora, Sucharita
(¢) Abinash, Sasi (d) Haran, Sucharita.

Ans. (c) Abinash, Sasi.
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61.

62.

63.

Who was against the marriage of Binoy and Lolita ?
(a) Paresh Babu (b) Harimohini
(c) Mrs. Baroda (d) Krishna Dayal.

Ans. (¢) Mrs. Baroda.

Who was elder among these three sisters Leela, Lolita, L
(a) Sucharita (b) Labonya

(c) Lolita (d) Lila.

Ans. (b) Labonya.

Which is the noblest character in Gora ?

(a) Lolita (b) Sucharita

(c) Mohim (d) Paresh Babu.

Ans. (d) Paresh Babu.,

Brahmo Sama; was founded by :

(a) Swami Vivekanand (b) Ramkrishna Param Hans
(¢) Raja Ram Mohan Rao (d) Rabindra Nath Tagore.
Ans. (¢) Raja Ram Mohan Rao.

The hero of Gora is

(a) Paresh Babu (b) Krishna Dayal

(c) Brownlow (d) Gora,

Ans. (d) Gora.

abun:.ru 1
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Q. 1. Discuss the question of widowhood as presented by Tagore
through the personality of Harimohini.

Ans.
Introduction

The problem of widowhood has been presented by Tagore through
the personality of Harimohini in chapter thirty-eight of the novel,
Harimohini has told her story in her own words, She was the youngcs
sister of Mrs, Baroda, Both the sisters were brought up by their parents
very alfectionately. She desceribes her own problem in the following
words : "When I was cight years old | was marnied into the well- known
Palsha family of Roy Chowdhurics, who were as wealthy as they were high
born. But my fate was not meant 1o be z happy one, lor some
misunderstanding arose between my father and my father-in-law over my
dowry, and my hushand's people could not for a long time Torgoave what
they regarded as my father's parsimomousness. They used 1o harl dark
threats at me, saying - *What il our bov marricd again T We should ke 1o
sce what their girl's condition will be then !
Large Family of Harimohini's Hushand

Harumohini’s family of inlaw's was a large one 2nd Harimohini had
to cook food for a very large family and in this family she had no fixed
place 10 sleep and she would sleep with anyone who could find place
for her, She had been totally neglected in the large house of her hushand.
The Birth of a Daughter

Al the age of seventeen Harimohini gave birth 1o = daushter who
Yasnamed Manorama. Then after three years she gave birth to @ boy and
her condition changed for the better. The father-in-law of Harimohini
d":d_ :n!lgr two years of Manorama's birth. Then the brothers of
Harimohini's husband went to law over the division of the family property.

hen Manorama was married to a beautiful husband who later on proved
lo he 2 drinker, The son-in-law was very cruel to Manorama. He used Lo
“atollen. Harimohini was in very much pain 1o hear about all the crucl
"Ei'lmrzn! meted out to her. The boy used to exact money from
l ::I'TI:T.I“I"' “When I'stopped giving him money and he began to su 51“’:—‘i
A e As my daughter who was at the bottom of it, he gave upall attemp t
toncezlment. He then began to ill-treat Manorama so cruclly no
ESitating even to insult her before outsiders, that once more I had to g0
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142 Tugore : Gora

on giving him moncy without her knowledge, knowing full well thyy Wire
only helping him on the road to hell.”

More Miseries for Harimohini

Alter some time the husband and son of Harimohini died, Ly
her daughter Manorama also died then Harimohini called the family
Pandit who advised her 1o give up all her rights and spend her remaining
life in Vrindaban. Then she went to Banaras and ll}l:n: §l1glspepl sOme
time. Thus Tagore bas presented miserable lot of Harimohiniin this novel,
Conclusion

Tagore has presented the problem of widmvlhnml through the
portrava!l of Harimohini. He has also given the solution of the problem
through the novel and kind treatment of Paresh Babu meted out 1o
Harimohini He isvery liberal and kind to Harimohini when Mrs. Baroda
dislikes the presence of Hanmohini in Paresh Babu's house, Paresh Baby
docs not drive ber out of home but provides another residence o

Harimozinl This solution of widowhood is the most noble way of helping
the widows.

Cron

Q. 2. Write a briefl note on Hindu orthodoxy as presented in the
novel Gorz )

Ans.
Intreduction

[z t22 zovel Gora the hero Gora is the most orthodox Hindu. He is
pitted 2z2:2st the Brahmo characters of the novel. Gora observes all the
ortkodox custams of Hinduism [rom the very beginning of the novel. He
has been chown discussing the problems of Hinduism, He is an idealist
who belizves in all the noble ideas of | linduism. For example, on the status
of women Orura savs, “The scoptures tell us, that woman is deserving of
Wwarship because che gives hght to the home, — (he honour which is piven
her by Enzlith customs, because she scets fire 1o the hearts of men, had
better not be 1ermed worship,”

Orthodoxy of Gara in Caste System

. Gorais quite orthodox in the institution of caste system. In his
discussion with Krishng Dayal he discusses the merits of a Brahmin
family. He says, “What are you saying father 2 Am | not a Hindu ? Il1
cannot understand the deeper meaning of Hinduism today | shall doso
tomorrow. Even if [ can never Brasp ity full sipnilicance. jts path is the
onlv ane for me 10 pursuc. The merig of SOmMe provious I"lin‘l.iu birth has
brought me this time into aBrahmin lamily, and in (his '-.'.:u;.,' alter rf:pr:.!lt"j

re-births through Hindy religion ; o
: : gon and society, I shall reach my final goal:
Il by mistake [ sey » that will only mean

erve from my appointed path
Lc‘ii'lz‘:::(:d:r::all In returning (o :1 Sigmlarly, Gora is quitc orthodoxin
chieving in the !:Ystc(tlz_l t_:sf_casurss in India. He thinks (hy Caste syslem
Msion of labour and intelle e 3 R .
that caste system aims Ctual work (Gora think

$ al producing supcrmen. The Brahmin clyes s the

class of the superman. A Brahmin ; :
- . ahmin is devole i cral
spinitual knowledge, n 15 devoled to the highest jdeal ©

L}
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288 BFE BEEE.S LS. lllaul
= The B-c"fr"ll,“::;::aﬁc from onc mnn[:l:“tl u.F "'tlla[u:e
After his | s rocp: iy mp”&ﬂn .
enance for Iving E'! J:::ljr:cl?t:ii?l ':{;‘ﬂ"ﬂ‘i"ahlu Im:r;t, he decige lo do
fﬂ:*":" he i‘;sc;::?ncgiﬁ nni Inmurrc?wd- an lion gf p:nanacléttﬂgw':"‘i"
imscll, “My ; : ' dY 1t hay . Says le
P]ITurniﬂE today than will ﬁ'c ighted ll:"“’“-'H‘r{:w.-..-- AL h?:cc . A greater fire
i new life. I have Lo oller up a reat Sacrifice i o Mencemeny of
my kencd in my heart so strong a degjro » A is why God has
a“rﬂ .....

. a“ :
| an innermost penance is P“rﬂrh'mdhm.; Unless ip, lhe de

ths of
g When once I have offered u :an | accepy rl" .
Frow. P that gif s 2SS purificagion
I?IH::: sacrifice, fully and C““"PIEIE[}:. then | shgall I:ﬂ:sh 's the hardeg of
a nciiﬁﬂd then—1 shall be a Brahmjp » me truly poor Sy
g4
conclusion .
Thus Gora is the character whg has beeom th
ample of orthodoxy in the novel. It jg only ag the end ['frnl; st bumnip
;; comes to know that he's not the rey) son of Krigh 'hE nove] (hay
he

hanges himself inlt;' an i"“-'ljﬂﬂﬁﬂnﬂl figure, T :qr?ug:ﬂ.m i
c! le moment Gora's whole life seemed 1o him |; (€ 50 ; s In u
sln%m. The foundations upon which from childhpgg h: ey dinary
dr.'?t_d had suddenly crumbled into dust, a '
ral.llf‘ he was or where he stood.

W

mtroduction
Gurudev Tagore is essencially 3 poet. Th

sritten in 1909, when Tagore had Writlen a arp
Therefore it was in lht_: p::rm_d ui'pr_uﬂh_c maturity
sovel. The stamp of his poetic genius is preseng
anly in the description of the backgroung but
characters. Tagore has exercised his rich imaginaive faculty. In the ury of
fetion the poctic talent has come ingq Tull play. We find ¢
weceeded in making this novel, a beautify] re
The Background of Calcutta js Quite Natural

In the very beginning of the novel Gurudev Tagore has referred (o
ke rich background of Calcuyyy - “It was Lhe rainy season in Calcutta; the
morning clouds had scallered, and the sky overflowed with clear

nlight.” In the second chapter Gurudey Tagore describes the city of
Cdeutta in the following poctic manner ; )

“On a dark cve ning during the rains, the sky lowered heavy with is
dof moisture. Be ncath the silent sway of the dyll drab stretch of clo=d

e

-0 of Calcutta lay motionless like a huge disconsolate dog curled =2
M its head resting on its tail, Since the previous night it had Fees
2zling Steadily, persistently cnough to make the streets muddy, v =X
Wsufficieny determination to wash Lhe mud away, The rain had ceases

T

u“.“r 0'clock thay alternoon, but still the clouds looked threatzz=c -
0 this glnnm}- state of the weather, when it was as unpleasa=i o =3

e

Scanned with CamScanner



indoors as it was unsafc to venture out, that two young, '“_‘“{‘1 "i":ﬂ{t Stated
on wicker stools on the damp roof terrace of a three storic uilding,

Goru’s Appreciation of Nature

The hero of the novel Gora is a great lover of I_‘Its mather coun(r
India. He not only loves the ancient culture of India but he likes (he
mountains, rivers and beautiful spots on Indian carth in chapier (wenty.
onc. He describes his great affection for the river Ganges at the end of
19th century. The river Ganges was pleasing the people of Caleutta wip
her great beauty. The following passages gives us the beautiful picture of
the Ganges and its banks. “Gara, on leaving the house, did not walk g,
his usual pace, and instead of going straight hnml‘: he absently sauntered
down to the river. In those days the Ganges and its banks had not bee
invaded by the ugliness which commercial greed has since brought in jis
train. There was no railway beside it, and no bridge across it, and the sky
on a winter evening was nol obscurred by the sortladen breath of (he
crowded aty. The river used then to being its message of peace from the
stainless peaks of the distant Himalayas into the midst of Calcutta’s dusty
bustle.

Natural Beauty Presented in the Novel

In chapter 21, Gora is going on the bank of the river Ganges. He
was inhalling the fragrance of flowers and crecpers. The sky overhead
was most attractive. The nights and days were quite charming. This beauty
created a spintual and aesthetic appeal in the mind of Gora which has
been very charmingly described in the following words. “A very vorlex of
sweetness surrounded Gora and seemed to draw him into unknown
primzl depths never experienced by him before. His wholc being was
assailed, at one and the same time, with shocks of pain and of joy. He
seemed to be standing in utter sell-forgetfulness on this autumn night by
the river bank, — the vague sta rlight in his cyes, the undefined city sounds
in his ears, —in the presence of the veiled elusive mystery which prevades
the universe.” In chapter thirty, Lolita and Binoy were travelling to
Calcutta in the stcamer and the steamer Jjourney has been described with
its natural atiraction and charms which has been described by Tagorc in
the following words : “There was incllable depth in the darkness of the
night. The cloudless sky was filled with stars. The trees living the bank
were massed logether like a solid black plinth supporting the sky
overhead. Below Mowed the swifl stlent current of the broad river. And
in the midst of it all lay the sleeping Lolita.”

Conclusion

_ Thus throughout the novel Gurudev Tagore has made nature the
sensitive background for the expression of human emotions. Al the f_ﬂﬂ
of the novel there is an expression of Gora’s patriotism through the rich
beauty of mountains and rivers of India. The love of mountains, rvers:
green planes and virdorous fields is always present in the mind of Gord

it scems that the whole plot of the ngvel comces out of the rich backgroum
of nature.
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