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 Central Place Theory was given by Walter Christaller in 1933, which is one of the most 
appreciated theories that tries to explain the spatial arrangements and distribution of human 
settlements and their number based on population and distance from another human 
settlement.  

 Christaller submitted his dissertation on "The Structure of Settlements in the Southern 
Germany" in 1932 to the University of Erlangen in 1932.  

 His work was published in 1933. He found that in spite of the even distribution of settlements 
one may find a regular pattern in them, There is some sort of relationship between 
distribution, size and number of settlements and on the basis of this relationship he called 
these laws as 'spatial economic geographical laws' or 'the laws of geography of settlements'.  

 His theory was based on the study of settlement patterns in southern Germany made by 
Christaller. This study included the analysing the relationships between settlements of 
different sizes and related their economic activities (market) with the population.  

 Central place theory explains. 

 Relationship between the size, the number and the geographic distribution of cities. 

 Central place has the main function to supply goods and services to the surrounding 
population (Market Area) 

 Based on concept of Range (it is economic, not mathematical) 
 
 



  the theory states that threshold and 
range act as laws that govern the 
number, size and distribution of 
settlements. 

 When these 2 factors act together they 
create a hierarchical landscape. 

 Christaller noticed in the flat land of 
south Germany that towns of a certain 
size were roughly equidistant 
(uniformly spread). 

 He stated that the ideal shape for each 
towns sphere of influence should be a 
hexagon because circles either leave 
gaps(which are unserved  by any 
central place) or they 
overlap(meaning one area is served by 
too many central places). 
 




















