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1. Walter Christaller (1933): 
 Christaller introduced the concept of “Central Place Theory,”
which explained the spatial organization of settlements based on
their economic functions and hierarchies.

2. Jean Gottman (1957): 
 Gottman focused on the growth and structure of cities,
particularly the interactions between urban areas and their
surrounding regions.

Settlement geography is a branch of geography that studies human
settlements, including their spatial distribution, size, arrangement, and
characteristics. Different authors have offered various definitions of
settlement geography over time. Here are a few examples:

Definitions of settlement geography 



3. Brian Berry (1964): 
 Berry emphasized the spatial patterns of settlements and their
relationship with transportation networks and economic activities.

4. Richard Hartshorne (1939): 
 Hartshorne explored the factors influencing the location of
settlements, including physical geography and human
interactions.

5. Alan Wilson (1971):
 Wilson contributed to the understanding of urban and regional
systems, considering factors like accessibility and land use
patterns.
 Each author’s perspective has contributed to the development of
settlement geography as a field, and their work has influenced
research and understanding of human settlements.







































Unveiling Patterns: An
Exploration of

Settlement Geography
Classification



Introduction

This presentation explores the classification of
settlement geography patterns. Settlement
geography is the study of how people occupy
and use space. The patterns of settlement
geography can be classified based on their size,
shape, and density. This classification has
important implications for urban planning and
development.



Size Patterns
Settlement geography patterns
can
be classified based on their
size. There are four main size
patterns: hamlets, villages,
towns, and cities. Each size
pattern has its own unique
characteristics, such as
population size, economic
activity, and political
organization.



Shape Patterns
Settlement geography patterns can also be
classified based on their shape. There are
three main shape patterns: linear, clustered,
and dispersed. Each shape pattern has its
own unique characteristics, such as
proximity to resources, transportation
routes, and natural barriers.



Density Patterns
Settlement geography patterns 
can be classified based on their
density. There are three main
density patterns: concentric,
sector, and multiple nuclei. Each
density pattern has its own
unique characteristics, such as
land use, social class, and
transportation networks.



Urban Planning
The classification of settlement

geography patterns has important
implications for urban planning and
development. By understanding the
characteristics of different patterns,
planners can make informed decisions
about land use, transportation, and
infrastructure. This can lead to more
sustainable and livable cities.



       Conclusion
In conclusion, the classification of settlement geography
patterns is a useful tool for understanding how people occupy
and use space. By classifying patterns based on size, shape,
and density, we can gain insights into the economic, social,
and political dynamics of different settlements. This
knowledge can inform urban planning and development,
leading to more sustainable and livable cities.



Basic concepts of
        Urban settlement 







Type of settlement 

Settlements are divided into two broad categories:
   (1) Rural Settlement: Rural settlements are those where
people are mostly engaged in primary economic activities
(agriculture, mining, lumbering etc.) (2) Urban settlement:
Urban settlements are those where people are mostly
engaged in non-agricultural activities (secondary and
tertiary economic activities).



the concept of urban settlement

The settlements that generally have a high
population which is mostly dependent on non-
agricultural sectors are called urban settlements.
Urban settlements are mostly nucleated
settlements.



The main characteristics of urban settlements are:
The main occupation of the people is related
to secondary and tertiary sectors. There is a
density of human structures such as houses,
commercial buildings, roads, bridges, and
railways. Urban settlements are large in size
with a high density of population.



Major Problems of Urban Settlement



Major Problems of Urban Settlement

Urban Sprawl
Overcrowding
Slums and Squatter Settlements
Chronic Problems



Urban Settlements based on Size service and
function.

Town: Places which have less than one lakh population City: Towns
with population of one lakh and above are categorized as cities.
When the population crosses the one million mark it is designated
as a million city.
The functional classification of towns :
         (1) Administrative Tows :The major examples of
administrative towns are New Delhi, London, Washington D.C.
Cairo, Tokyo etc. In India, all the states headquarter are
administrative towns.
           



(2) Defence Towns
  The few examples of defensive towns in India 
as well as in the worlds are Vishakhapatnam, Nova Scotia,
Portsmouth, Peshawar etc.
(3) Cultural Towns:
        Towns famous for religious and educational
functions are called cultural towns. Places of pilgrimage,
such as Mecca, Jerusalem, Varanasi, Badrinath etc.







Metropolitan Cities: Cities having
population in between one million to five
million Mega Cities: Cities having more than
5 million population
Example: Trichy Area
                • Metropolis -167.23 km2



Functions of urban centres:

The earlier functions of towns were 
related to  administration, trade and
industry,defence and religious.
Large cities have  a rather greater
diversity of functions.



Urbanization
Is the increase in
the proportion of
people living in
towns and cities.



Trends and Patterns of World Urbanization
Causes of urbanization:
           Urbanization is not new.It began in the1850sin Europe and
North America.
            However,most urbanization has been in the last 20years
as a result of large rural to urban movements.
             For example,in China150 million people moved from rural
to urban areas in just10 years.This was  due to both push and pull
factors.



Understanding Rural Settlements

Rural settlements are characterized by
small populations, low population
densities, and a dependence on
agriculture and natural resources.
Understanding the unique challenges and
opportunities of rural areas is key to
developing effective revitalization
strategies.



Challenges of Rural Development

Rural development faces challenges such
as brain drain, insufficient infrastructure,
limited access to markets, and
environmental degradation. Addressing
these challenges requires innovative
solutions tailored to the specific needs of
rural areas.



Introduction
Revitalizing Rural Settlements:

Strategies for Sustainable Development.
This presentation will explore the

challenges and opportunities of rural
development, and provide practical
solutions for achieving sustainable

growth in rural areas.



Opportunities for
Rural Development

Rural development also presents
opportunities such as tourism,

renewable energy, and value-added
agriculture. Leveraging these

opportunities can create jobs, increase
income, and improve quality of life for

rural communities.



Strategies for Rural Revitalization

Successful revitalization strategies for rural areas
should prioritize community engagement, build on
local strengths, and promote sustainable practices.
This requires collaboration between government,

private sector, and civil society.



Conclusion
Revitalizing rural settlements is a complex but crucial task for

achieving sustainable development. By understanding the
challenges and opportunities of rural areas, and by

implementing innovative and sustainable solutions, we can
create a better future for rural communities.



Reference 

https://youtu.be/Hpu8gq47rMU
https://old.amu.ac.in/emp/studym/99997115.
pdf
https://old.amu.ac.in/emp/studym/100009407.pdf

https://youtu.be/Hpu8gq47rMU
https://old.amu.ac.in/emp/studym/99997115.pdf
https://old.amu.ac.in/emp/studym/99997115.pdf


























































Questions:
Briefly explain about origin and growth of settlement.
What rural settlement
Define urban settlement
State or illustrate static demographic of present human
settlements
Difference between pull and push factors
Difference between  Physical factors and human factors
Explain any 2 primitive steps of human settlements.



Settlement  hierarchy

A settlement hierarchy is a ranking of
communities in a region or country by population,
kind of service, and variety of services. The
settlements are put into a rank order either by
population or type and range of services. As you
move up the settlement hierarchy, the size of the
settlement increases, as does the population and
the range of services available.



Isolated
dwelling

Hamlet Town

Village 

Metropolis Megalopolis

ConurbationCity
A group of large cities
and their suburbs that
have strong links
connecting them to
each other.

A large conurbation,
where two or more large
cities have sprawled
outward to meet, forming
something larger than
a metropolis; a megacity.

A city and surrounding
towns that are in close
proximity and have
started to merge into
each other.

A permanent and densely
settled place with
administratively defined
boundaries whose
members work primarily
on non-agricultural tasks

A place with many
streets and buildings.
A town is larger than
a village but smaller
than a city.

A group of houses
with other buildings,
for example a shop,
school, etc., in a
country area. A village
is smaller than a town

 A hamlet is a small
settlement that has
no central place of
worship and no
meeting point,

The whole
settlement
consists of only 1
or 2 households.

LEVELS  OF  SETTLEMENT



NAME OF THE
SETTLEMENT DEFINITION POPULATION 

(IN NO. OF PEOPLE)

Isolated dwelling Isolated dwelling often in rural areas, these tend to be
farmhouses or holiday homes.

a few buildings at
most

Hamlet Hamlets have very tiny populations and few services, if
any. < 100 people

Village Villages start to have some basic services like a petrol
station or a village shop. 100 - 1,000

Town Towns see an increase in services, for example, they
would have senior schools and police stations. 1,000-20,000 

City A city with a large population and many services. 3,00,000 - 1 million

Metropolis A city and surrounding towns that are in close proximity
and have started to merge into each other. 1-3 million

Conurbation A group of large cities and their suburbs that have strong
links connecting them to each other. 3-10 million

Megalopolis Where conurbations have joined to become one large
urban area. 10 million + 



ISOLATED DWELLING  Isolated dwellings are farm
villages found in rural areas. 
These villages may have one or
two homes or families in it and the
    individual lives on his farm with
his farmland surrounding him. 
It has negligible services.



HAMLET

The word "hamlet", borrowed from the Old French hamel, means "village. 
A hamlet is a type of rural hamlet consists of only a few houses, often
clustered together close to the road.
 There may be a temple in a village and it lacks some settlement which is
too small to be considered as a town or village. 
It is a small settlement, with a small population usually under 100.
Hamlets generally arise around a specific site such as a mill or a large farm.



VILLAGE
A village is a small clustered human settlementor community, having inhabitants
between 500 and 2,500, usually found in a rural setting.
 It is larger than a "hamlet" but smaller than a "town". 
Small villages contain households between 90 and 140. 
In villages, settlements of people are found clustered around a central point
which is most often a church, a temple or the like, marketplace, or public space.



TOWN
A town is a human settlement. 
It is a thickly populated area larger than a village but smaller than a city . 
It has fixed boundaries and certain local powers of government. 
The number of dwellers ranges from a few hundred to several thousands. 
In other words a town has less than one lakh population, Town is a place
where people live and work.



city
A city is a large and permanent human
settlement. Cities do not have a minimum size
nor population, however, they usually have
around 1,00,000–3,00,000 inhabitants. Cities
are governed by a mayor, and more often
than not, a majority of the important
administrative offices can be found in cities. 
Example : Madurai city is administered by a
municipal corporation established in 1971 as
per the Municipal Corporation Act. The city
covers an area of 147.97 km² (57.13 sq mi) and
has a population of 1,402,000 in 2023.

Madurai city aerial view



metropolis
A metropolitan area or metro is a region of a
densely populated  urban agglomeration  and
its surrounding territories
sharing  industries,  commercial
areas,  transport
network, infrastructures and housing. A metro
area usually comprises multiple principal
cities, jurisdictions and municipalities: neighbo
rhoods, townships, boroughs, cities, towns, ex
urbs,  suburbs,  counties,  districts, as well as
even states and nations like the euro districts.
As social, economic and political institutions
have changed, metropolitan areas have
become key economic and political regions.
Example : The Mumbai Metropolitan Region
(MMR) spread over 6,640 sq. km. consists of 9
Municipal Corporations viz. Greater Mumbai,
Thane, Kalyan-Dombivali, Navi Mumbai,
Ulhasnagar, Bhiwandi- Nizamapur, Vasai-Virar,
Mira-Bhayandar and  Panvel; and 9 Municipal
Councils viz.The population of MMR as of
2023 is 21,297,000

The Mumbai Metropolitan Area



conurbation
A conurbation is a collection of two or more large cities and
their suburbs. The cities that belong to conurbations are strongly
related to one another. Conurbations commonly have
populations of 1–3 million people.
The term "conurbation" refers to continuous urban growth along
a key transportation corridor that connects the city center.
Conurbation presents a picture of massive urban expansion and
is a part of urban ecology. It is functionally integrated with
megacities and bigger metropolitan areas.
They symbolize horizontal urban sprawl, gigantic building
constructions, hypermarkets, residential colonies, and slums in
between industrial sectors.
Conurbation encompasses not only physical expansion but also
the fusion of diverse civilizations and the formation of a new
culture and way of life, which is largely cosmopolitan in nature
and represents centrifugal forces.
For example, Greater London, Manchester, Chicago, and Tokyo
and a massive conurbation in India between Agra, Delhi, and
Kalka are in the process of development.

The National Capital Region (NCR) includes
the National Capital Territory of Delhi as
well as many nearby districts in the states
of Uttar Pradesh, Haryana, and Rajasthan.
In 2011, this congregation's population was
21.7 million people. It is the world's third-
largest urban agglomeration in terms of
population.



MEGALOPOLIS
A Megalopolis is continuous chain of urban cities or
centres that are closely linked.
A megalopolis is formed when several urban areas
that had been separated for a while merge to form
one huge metropolitan region over time due to the
growth and expansion of the fragmented urban
centers. For a region to qualify as a megalopolis it has
to have at least 10 million inhabitants, it must be a
conglomeration of more than two urban areas, and it
has to be well supplied with a developed network of
infrastructure. Nearly every continent has
megalopolises strewn across different countries.
Example : There is the Great Lakes megalopolis that
stretches from Canada up north to the United States
covering numerous provinces and states from each
country with a population of 60 million people
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The first image consists of The
Megalopolis Area of the Great Lakes of
America . 
The second image consists of The
Megalopolis Area of Toronto(Canada)
and New York(USA) across Lake Ontario


