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Characteristics of
rural settlement 



Main points in Characteristics of rural settlement 
Rural settlements possess several key characteristics that distinguish them from urban
areas:

1. Size and Population: Rural communities are smaller in area and have lower
population densities compared to urban areas. This results in close-knit communities
where everyone knows each other.

2. Agriculture-Centric: Agriculture is the primary occupation in rural areas, forming the
backbone of the rural economy. Families often work together in farming activities,
making it a family enterprise.

3. Close to Nature: Rural inhabitants have a deep connection with nature as their daily
lives revolve around it. They rely on the land for food, clothing, and shelter.



4. Homogeneity: Rural communities tend to be homogenous, with most residents
engaged in agriculture or related occupations. This homogeneity extends to dress,
language, and customs.

5. Social Stratification: Traditional social stratification based on caste is common in rural
society.
6. Social Interaction: While social interaction may be less frequent in rural areas, it is
characterized by stability and continuity. Primary groups like the family play a crucial role
in shaping values and traditions.

7. Slow Communication: Rural areas experience slower rates of change due to limited
exposure to education and modern technology. Informal social life is prevalent.

8. Strong Community Bonds: Rural communities often have strong bonds among
residents, with people helping each other in times of need and sharing in each other’s
joys.



9. Low Pollution: Rural areas typically have lower pollution levels since they lack
industrial facilities and have fewer automobiles.

10. Conservatism and Stability: Rural settlements tend to be conservative, stable,
introverted, and resistant to change and progress.

11. Limited Commercial Activity: Rural areas have fewer shops, and residents often
rely on periodic markets or fairs for supplies and commerce.

12. Dominance of Open Countryside: Rural areas are characterized by extensive open
spaces, lower population densities, and simpler lifestyles compared to urban areas.

13. Permanent Settlements: Many rural settlements around the world are stable and
permanent, with generations of families living in the same areas.



Conclusion 

In summary, rural settlements are typically
marked by their agricultural focus, close ties
to nature, traditional social structures, and
slower pace of life compared to urban areas.
They offer a distinct way of life characterized
by stability and community bonds.



Characteristics of rural settlement 















Types of rural settlement 
1.Clustered Settlements : 
             In clustered settlements, houses and buildings are grouped closely
together. This pattern promotes social interaction and shared resources.
Villages are a common example of clustered rural settlements.

2. Linear Settlements : 
             Linear settlements are elongated along a transportation route like a
road, river, or railway line. Homes are often arranged in a line, with fields or
open spaces on either side. This type can be found in areas where
transportation is crucial.

3. Dispersed Settlements : 
               In dispersed settlements, houses and buildings are scattered across
the landscape with significant distances between them. This type is common
in agricultural areas where each family has its own plot of land



4. Nucleated Settlements : 
               Nucleated settlements have a central point or nucleus, which could
be a village green, a market square, or a religious center. Houses and
structures radiate outward from this central point.
5. Circular Settlements : 
               Circular settlements have a circular or semi-circular layout, with
buildings arranged around a central open space. These are less common but
can be found in some cultures.
6. Grid or Rectangular Settlements : 
                In some planned rural areas, settlements are designed in a grid or
rectangular pattern, with streets intersecting at right angles. This layout is
often seen in newly developed rural areas.



7. Hamlets : 
          Hamlets are small settlements that typically consist of a few houses and lack
many services or amenities found in larger villages or towns.
8. Farmsteads : 
           Farmsteads are individual farmhouses with associated outbuildings, fields, and
agricultural activities. They are often dispersed throughout rural areas.
9. Ranching Communities : 
           Common in areas with extensive grazing land, ranching communities consist
of large ranches with minimal settlement structures, primarily focused on livestock
management.
10. Seasonal or Nomadic Settlements : 
           Some rural populations have seasonal or nomadic patterns, moving between
different locations based on agricultural seasons or resource availability.
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A human settlement is defined as a
place inhabited more or less
permanently. The study of rural
settlements is one of the important part
of human geography because the form,
type, location, pattern as well as
function of rural settlement in any
particular region reflects human
relationship with the environment. For
example,people preferred to settle near
fertile lands s it was suitable for
agriculture.



PHYSICAL FACTORS

Nature of Terrain or Relief
Altitude
Climate
Availability of Water
(Drainage and Ground Water
level)
Soil

These include relief, altitude, soil capability,
climate, drainage, ground water level, etc.
These factors influence the type and spacing
of dwelling



Dispersed type of settlements is found in remote jungles, small
hills of Himachal Pradesh. Compact settlements are found in highly
productive alluvial plains of Punjab. The availability of broad flat
land such as floodplains promotes agricultural activities. Paul Vidal
De La Blache has aptly observed that the clustered village is
indigenous in areas where the arable land is continuous. The
settlement may become dispersed and hamleted in the marshy
areas and near meandering rivers where the river changes its
course frequently. In the Terai region the settlement is unevenly
distributed due to high percentage of forests, marshy lands and
seasonal floods.

Nature of Terrain or Relief



High altitude creates barriers and limit human existence due to reduced
atmospheric pressure and low oxygen content. Therefore, very few
permanent settlements can be seen in the lofty mountains of the world
at a height above 5,000 metres. It has been observed in different parts of
the world that the vertical distribution of population, both in numbers
and densities, decline with increasing altitude. According to
Staszewski, 56 per cent of the world’s population lives within 200
metres from the sea level, and over 80 per cent within 500 metres. Thus
clustered settlements appear in the plains whereas dispersed
settlements are common in the hills. In India dispersed settlements are
found in hills of Meghalaya and clustered and semi-clustered
settlements are found in Gujarat plains. 

Altitude



 Due to frequent droughts and floods
settlement may become dispersed and
hamleted. The areas of hot and cold deserts
do not support compact settlements
whereas temperate and subtropical areas
favour compact settlements. Occasional
floods also lead to compactness of
settlements in several areas having almost
flat land. In these areas the elevated lands
are few and far between. These are built up
into compact settlements.

Climate



The location and density of rural settlements depend on the
availability and distribution of water resources. Water is vital for
human and agricultural needs, so settlements tend to cluster near
water bodies or sources. In regions where water is scarce or the
water table is low, such as Rajasthan, compact settlements are
common. In regions where water is abundant or the water table is
high, such as parts of Bihar, dispersed settlements are more
prevalent. Water resources influence the shape and size of rural
settlements.

Availability of Water (Drainage and Ground Water level)



Fertility of soil is also another
consideration for agricultural
activities and agricultural
development favouring more and
more nucleation. Fertile lands attract
compact but smaller hutments
whereas unfertile lands repel
population concentration and attract
only fewer hutments.

Soil



ECONOMIC FACTORS

Income
Economic
Activities
Nodal points
Infrastructure



Income
In areas of high income of the farmers the settlements are
huddled together but poor and backward economy favoured
sprinkled settlements. Compact settlements are well adapted in
economic conditions of paddy cultivation. This type of agriculture
needs large labour force hence both the farmers and associated
labourers tend to reside in the same nucleated settlements.
Moreover those village communities which are selfc  ontained
having cottage industries, their own blacksmiths, carpenter;
potter, weaver, and tailor lead to compact settlements.



Economic Activities

Economic activities have a profound impact on the patterns of
rural settlements. For instance, areas primarily engaged in
agriculture tend to have dispersed farmsteads and hamlets, as they
require extensive land for cultivation. In contrast, mining regions
may feature compact settlements near resource extraction sites,
while forestry areas may have settlements strategically located
near timber resources. Tourism-based regions often see the
development of clustered settlements around popular attractions,
as they cater to the needs of tourists. These variations in economic
activities dictate the infrastructure, housing, and community
organization of rural settlements, shaping their unique
characteristics.



Nodal points Viewpoints
 Cross roads, ferry points, railroad
stations, bus depot attract
settlements as they develop
business centres. Sometimes
emergence of market site along the
railway junction also attracts
settlements resulting into the
creation of separate hamlet. This
may outgrow the older cluster on
account of better economic
advantages. 

School, college, temple, dak
bungalows, hospitals, block
development office, literacy
centres and places of tourist
interests predominate the more
modern type of settlements in
rural areas



SOCIAL FACTORS
Social Cohesion
Social Services and Institutions
Social Hierarchies
Social Change
Community
Caste system



Social Cohesion

Social Services and Institutions

The degree of social cohesion within a community can
influence settlement patterns. Communities with strong
social ties may choose to live in close-knit, clustered
settlements to facilitate social interaction and mutual
support.

The presence of social services and institutions, such as
schools, places of worship, healthcare facilities, and
community centers, can influence settlement organization.
These services often serve as focal points around which
settlements develop.



Social Change

Social Hierarchies
Social hierarchies and class distinctions within a
society can affect settlement patterns. In some cases,
elite or wealthier members of a community may live in
more isolated or exclusive settlements, while others live
in more common or clustered arrangements.

Changes in societal norms and values can influence
settlement patterns over time. For instance, shifts in family
structures, such as smaller households or changing gender
roles, can impact the types of housing and community
arrangements preferred by residents.



Caste system

Community
The identity and sense of belonging to a particular community or
ethnic group can influence settlement patterns. People may choose to
live in areas where they feel a strong connection to the local culture
and heritage.The decisions made by local community leaders and
governing bodies can influence settlement planning and development.
These decisions may be based on the social priorities and values of
the community.

Same social customs and traditions involving the caste systems,
especially related to the untouchables, have led to the fragmentation of
the rural society. For example the harijans, belonging to the lower castes
of the society are forced to dwell far away from the main settlements.
Moreover, the best land was reserved for the families belonging to the
upper castes and their relatives. A multi caste village most likely have
hamleted pattern.
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POLITICAL FACTORS : 
Most villages were erected when political instability and hostility of neighbouring groups made defensive sites a
great advantage.

1. SECURITY FACTORS :
In the areas where the land was free form the invaders small  hamlets rather than large
clusters came into existence.
• During the times of political instability, war, hostility among neighbouring settlements,
villages were built on defensive hills and islands.
• Upstanding inselbergs in Nigeria formed good defensive sites. In India most of the forts are
located on higher grounds or hills.

2. DEFENCE FROM INVASIONS AND WILD ANIMALS : 

In the past the need of defence from external lawless elements was of paramount importance.
 Due to defence from dacoits, wild animals or fear, settlements may cluster and form compact

settlements.



CULTURAL FACTORS :

1. Caste and Tribal Structure: Due to ethnic factors
settlement may become fragmented and hamleted e.g. 
Chhattisgarh.

2. Religion : People of same religion prefer to live together 
making a settlement large or small.






























































