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What is an electronic resource? 
 
An electronic resource is any information source that the 

library provides access to in an electronic format. 

E- Resources are distribution of information in any 

electronic form such as CD- ROM, Floppy Disk or 

Magnetic tape or across a computer network like e-

journals, E-Books, ETD etc.  

 



Web Resource 

  A web resource is anything that can be 

obtained from the World Wide Web. Some 

examples are web pages, e-mail, information 

from databases, and web services. 

 



 
Need of Electronic Resources 
 
  Electronic resources have great potential and bright future to 

attract users. It combines all the benefits of the multimedia, digital 

coding and Internet. It enable user to carry everywhere and can be 

read on all types of computers including handled device. 

 E- Resources can be downloaded instantly. 

 Users can read an e- resource  any time 

 Due to portability, e-resources can be taken any where on portable 

computer. 

 Font size can be changed suitably 



Cont… 

• E- resources provide facility to hold and turn pages easily 

• Physically disabled users can hear audible E- resources 

• In buying E- resources, the overhead charges like shipping , postal ,handling are 

totally ruled out 

• Some E- resources are interactive 

•  E- Resources have back round music and animations. 

• E- resources  do not require bindery and repair 

• E- resources save human resources for shelving and rectification 

• User can not misplace e- books 

 



Characteristics of E-Resources 
 

  Access to every document by anyone; from any where 

  Retrieval of e-resources is quicker than print resources 

 The users can be guided to the document by providing a link. 

 Easy to search the text 

 The collection available in electronic format can be of any media. 

 In electronic environment the interaction between user and librarian is frequent. 

 The software can help the users in retrieving the desired information 



 

Structure of E-Resources 
 
 HTML Format  

 PDF Format  

 TIFF 

 CHM Format 

 Post Script Format  

 Rich Text Format etc. 

 



 
Type of e-resources 
  E-Books 

 E-Journals 

 E-Zine 

 E-Thesis and dissertation (ETD) 

 E-News Papers 

 E-Reference books 

  Databases 

 Subject gateways 

 Portals  

 

 



 
E-Books 

 
   An electronic book (e-book) is a digital publication that can consist 

of text, images or a combination of both. An electronic book can be read on 

a special device (an e-reader) or on a computer, which requires special 

software. 

 Examples of E-books 

 www.digitalbookindex.com 

 https://www.gutenberg.org/ 

 https://free-ebooks.com/ 

 https://link.springer.com/ 
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Springer E – Books 

https://link.springer.com/ 

 













 
E - Journals 

 
  An e-journal is processed published and distributed all over the world by 

electronic network.  

  An e-journal (electronic journal) is a journal published online. 

  Electronic journals are scholarly journals or magazines that can be accessed 

via electronic transmission. 

Major electronic journal publishers are following:- 

 JSTOR  

 Blackwell Publishers  

 Springer Verlag & Kluwer  

 American Chemical society etc 
 



JSTOR  

http://www.jstor.org/ 
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E-Zine 

 
  E-Zine means electronic magazine and it is also called 

web- Zine. The articles that are stored of a file server may be 

distributed or accessed via a computer network. 

Examples of E-Zine 

 www.indiatoday.com 
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India Today 

www.indiatoday.com 
 



 
E-Thesis and dissertation (ETD) 

 
•  An ETD is an electronic thesis and dissertation that 

explains the intellectual works or research of a researcher.  

•  An electronic thesis and dissertation (ETD) is a digital 

version of research report by the researcher. 

 Examples of E-Thesis and dissertation (ETD) 

 http://www.ndltd.org/ 

 http://shodhganga.inflibnet.ac.in/ 
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Shodhganga 

http://shodhganga.inflibnet.ac.in 

 















 
Electronic News Papers 

 
  Like ETD, an electronic newspaper is a self 

contained, reusable, and refreshable version of a 

traditional news paper that acquires and holds all 

information in the news paper electronically. 

Examples of Electronic News Paper 

http://employmentnews.gov.in/newemp/home.aspx 
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Employment News 

http://employmentnews.gov.in/newemp/home.aspx 

 



 
E-Reference books 

 
  Many reference books are also brought out in CD-

ROM formats and available online through payment. 

There are a number of reference sources available freely 

on-line through Internet. 

Examples of E-Reference books 

http://www.britannica.com/ 

http://dictionary.cambridge.org/ 
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Dictionary 

http://dictionary.cambridge.org/ 
 

http://dictionary.cambridge.org/






 

Library Database 
 •  A library database is an electronic collection of records containing 

either full-text documents (text, video, music), citations, or abstracts of 

articles (or chapters in books).  

•  Library databases contain information from published works, it can 

be searchable and provides citation information. It also it contains full-text, 

and abstracts of articles. 



Example of Databases 

 Full-Text D a t a b a s e s 

 B i b l i o g r a p h i c   D a t a b a s e s 

 Numerical Databases 

 Citation Databases 



Full-Text Database 



B i b l i o g r a p h i c   D a t a b a s e 



Citation Database 



Subject gateway 

 A subject gateway is an internet site which arranges and 

provides links to useful web resources. 

 “Subject gateways are online services and sites that provide 

search and browse catalogues of Internet based resources. 

Subject gateways will typically focus on a related set of 

academic subject areas.” 

 



Portal 

  A portal as a "gateway to web access" or "a hub from 

which users can locate all the web content they commonly 

need." Portals include personalization, search, channels and 

links, and that desirable elements are customization, role-based 

models, and workflow. 

 

 







Web OPAC@Bdulib  

 http://libserver:8084/Library/  

http://libserver:8084/Library/




Advantages 

 Simultaneous access by more than one user 

 Provide quick access  

 Support searching capabilities 

 Links to related items 

 Save physical storage space 

 Contains multimedia information 

 Do not require physical processing  

 Environment friendly 

 



Cont… 

 Ease of downloading  

 On-line submission (article) 

Wider dissemination 

 Security 

 Automatic  alerting service 

 Access to Non-subscribed Materials (open Access) 

 

 

 



Disadvantages 
 E-resources require special devices or personal computers 

 E-resource reading devices are surely more expensive than printed books 

 Screen glare and eyestrain are a serious concern for many potential users 

 Reading from a computer lacks the familiarity and comfort of reading from a book. 

 E- Resources have unreliable life span.  

 Many titles that are available in traditional print books are not yet available in an 

electronic book format. 

 New technologies always require time, experience, and money in order to  take full 

advantage of its capabilities. 




